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-A ·Sh ort Sıirvey of Turca- .British·. R~Iation~ 

Lady illontagu 

The matarial shown in t~is exhibition is mostly of 
o .diplomotic and culturol chorocter, with o few items 
of economic and militery interest. The odivity of the 
fomous «Levent Company» is not included since it is 
o Very large subject in itself. Offıciol records, docu­
ments, books, periodicols, pictures and portroits-, ar~ 
ronged in chronologicol order, give an idea of the 
general development of Turco-British relotions. The 
greateı" part· of the recoq:ls" are lmperiol Letters from 
Turkish Sultans ( Grand Signors-ı to English Sovereigns; 
they are presen1ed in the Public Record Office in lan­
pan; T~e cultural sections of the exhibition a·re repre­
sented mainly by English works. As activities in this 
field began in Turkey on ly in the XIXth century, not 
many books could be written in this short period, 

Relations be.tween ·Turkey and England . started 
rather Iate: at the end of the XVIth century. The initia­
tive for the first conto'ds cam e from . so me Englishmen 
who were concerned on ly with trade. !n the middle of 
the XVIth century, when . enterprising English mer­
chpnts begarı to be interestad in trade, _ business with 
remote places, with the countries of the levant and 
with the lands- of the Great Turk, could not escape 
their co~sideration. The first 'Englishmon in this field 
was Anth.ony Jenkinson who obtained from Sultan 
Süleyman the Magnificent o "Safe condud or privi­
lege'.1 ot Aleppo, in Syrio, in the year 1553. He was 

.9.i~~n permission '1to arrive'in Turkish ports with ships, 

'to 1_0,?~. an_d ~n lo'!~ his .. merchandise, pr~vi~~d ~~ will 
pay ordinary duties". But Jenkinson di d not mak e 
use of this graı:ıt, and tweı:ıty-five years elapsed be-

fore interest in the Levo~t trade became aliv~ in lon­
don. 

The first. real steps tow'ards this trade. were taken 

by two of the great Londo~ mercha~ts of the time: 
~ Edward Osberne and Richa.rd Staper. Wlth th~ oppro­

batio'n of Queen Elizabeth, 'they sent \Viiİiam Har~ 
. bor ne (o .factor of Osborn~'s ı to Co;ısta~tinopie. He 
orrived cit Constantinople at the ~nd of October 1S78~ 
Harbone's a.im wa.s to secure full freedam of tra.de 
for English subjects. He had o goo·d reception at the 
Po.rte. The Grand Vizier, Sokollu Mehmed Pasha,· was 
ir.clined to give 'an attentive ear to. the English 
«Agent's» clai~s, espe~ially when he hinted . ~t the 
value of England's allian ce against their · coırımon 
enemy, Spain .. 

Harborne's orrival at Con;tantinople a-nd. his de­

mand~ for privileges for . Engl!sh ~ubjed~ l~d . to . the 
beginning of the o~icial correspondence betwe~r:ı the 
Turkish Sulton and t~e English Quee~. Murc;ıd lll's . fi_rst 
letteris d~ted March 20th, 1579. Elizabeth's ans-we.r 
is do te d October 25th, 1579. B ot h fetters were .written . . . 

in a very friendly manner. In all these. lmperial. Letters 
of the Turkish Sultans, beginning with those of Sl!lton 
Mu ra d (in 1 5i9ı and i ncluding the ~etter of Sultan 
$elim lll (in 1793ı, expressions of friendship: o~~ of 
the cordial relations between the two countries are . . \ :,. 

the main 'subjeds. ., . 

In spite of French intrigues, Harborne woh from 
the Sultan o general promise .of ·liberty of -tro_de in 
Turkey. lt was formulated in J_une 1580 in the . f.orrrı 
of o grant of twenty two articles, or Capitulations, 
definiting the liberties accorded to English subjects 
traffıcking in Ottoman lands. This success of Har­
borne's, which was won rather easily, was o _ resul~ 
of the sympathetic attitude of the Porte towards 
Queen Eliz?beth and her subjects. Because England 
was a Protestant country she was conside red by the 
Turks as an enemy 9f "idolatory", i.e., of the Roman 
Catholics. This psychological fador _played an im­
portant role in early Angio-Turkish relations. : 

The first article of these first "Capitu lations" was 
as follows: 

"Our lmperial commandement ( i.e .. of Sultan Mu­
ra d lll) and pleasure is, that the people and subjeds 
of the same Qu~en (Elizabeth ı, m ay safely and se­
curely c_ome to o ur princely . do~inions, with their 
goods and marchandise,· and ladings, and other com_­
modities by sea, in · great and smail . vessels, and by 
lan d with their .carriages Qnd cattels, and that. nQ man 
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shall ~urt them, b~t that they may buy and seli with­
out any hinderance, and observe- the customes and 
orders of t~eir owne country." 

This was indeed a very good . privilege for the 
English, and put them on the same footing as the 
French, who had enjoyed large privileges in the Otto­
man dominions since 1535. The French privile_~es were 
based on the Capitulations given by Süleyrriaı'i the 
Mögnificent to Franç·ois 1. Engiish · merchants ·~o~ en­
jôyed · even inore privileges than the French:' En-glish­
men had ' to 'ı)a·y only 3% .. custom diıtie~, whÜ~ ofher 
foreigners pa id 5% .'! This first grant of privilege~ .was 

enlarged in 1601 t as well as in' 1641 t a'nd' later be· 
· cc;me the basis of the so-called Cap.itulations which, 

iıı : th~: per~~ d of the decıine and weakne'ss ot the otto­

mcn Empire, were u sed as an 'instrument by forei~iners 
for the economic and political exploit~tion ~f Turkey. 
The Capitulations were abolished by the Turkish Go­
vernment in 1914, and ·were officially e·nded by the 
treaty of lausanne in 1923. .' ·. . .. -. 

After the privilege for trade in Turı<ey ·had ' been 
obtained · f~om the Grand Signor, Cı Comp~riy\vas 
forined to conduct trade with the· levant. The Com~ 
pany was authorised by Queen Elizabeth rin llth 
Septe'mber, 1581. This Company; known as the "Le~ 
v·ant Company" · (or Turkey Corripaiıy ı devef6ped an 
·active trade ·in Turkey. During the 144 ye~rs of ·its 

. \ ixi'stence'· (it ·was abolished in 1825-j .the Levaht C~n; ... 
p'ôny ' was- one of tfıe · main fact6'r· in: Angio::Turkish 
relations. · ·:;: ... !r:: · · - .... . ,. 

· :.. • ~William Harbo(ne,· mentioned abôve; w as. al so the 
·first : English Amba'ssador·'to Turkey. ( 1583-1588). Be·· 
·sidlis !p'romoting 'trade;- in · Turkey ' he·· eiıdeavoured · to 
in·dui:e·=-the Turkisfı·.·Government ·to öack England ·in 
her:struggle with Spaih·. Turkish tielp would hci.ve·been 
-of the . greatest- valıi"e to Queen ~lizabeth .wh'eri· the 
.'.' Jnvincible · .Armada'' was · preparing to<invade Eng-
·land (in •the Sum~er of 15.88 ı; : that ' is wliy -Queen 

-Elizabeth pressed for o Turkish Cıttock =ogaiifst Spairi. 

on the isiand Cholki (Heybeliada). These two first 
English Ambassadors, Harborne and Barton, establish-
ed and cemented good relations between Turkey and 
England; they both served with due zeol and skill 
the interests and aims of Queen Elizabeth, as well as 
those of the English nation. 

lmmediotely ofter the beginning of official relo-
tions some Turkish merchants olso begon to visit Eng-
Jond; but their number wos compdratively smail. First 
of them was o certain ·Garabet, a "Court merchant", 
who was sent to london in' September 1580, to buy 
goods of value for the Seraglio. In trade relotions 

the· initiative was tak~n by Englishmen. Until the end 
~f the eighteenth century, it wos not the Turkish cus-
tom to have permanent Embassies iri . foreign coun­
tries. Only special envoys were sent from time to time. 
The first Turkish envoy, who had no offlcial stonding, 
VJos Mustafa Ago, who come to london in August 
1607. The first officiol ~nvoy was ibrahim Aga, in 
161 O. He was sent by Ahmed 1 to James 1 with o re-
quest concerning some problems connected with the 
Moorish refugees from Spoin. 

Changes in international offoirs in the XVIIIth 
century olso had repercussions on the character 'of 
the English Embassy in. Turkey. :ro begin .: with,. the 
English Ambossad?'rs wdre· primarily . "._çommerdol 

Agents" the Ambossodors developed; into .! 'Servants 
ot the Crown'! and henceforth' politi~~-' arid' diplo-
- ·= : ~ .·:ı·: · .. .. · .. · ... .. ~~ ~ . ·.; ~~=:~ . . :~~ :... . . ;._ . 

~ .. 

6ut, in spite of Sul ton· Murad lll' s -promises; the· Tu-rks -· 
-were prevented frorri heiping Engla'nd, becôuse •_of 
the wor 'with Persia. ·· 

. . 

Edward Barton {1588-1597 ı the English Am b as-
scıdor :who succ~eded Harborne:' distinguished ._himself 
.c.s o diplomot and enjoyed great popularity among 
the Turks; .he spoke fluent. Turkish · aiıd • had :good · con­
nections·.with the Ser.oglio.• He .was~ successful.ih ~-e­

curing, the first ·;place for the English ~'.'flag~ ~- and · in 
lessenin·g · the Frehch. predomin.anceı in Turkey. Barton 
-particip.ated in t,h~·Jurkish ı campaign · ogainst: the:-:Geı:.­

·m·a n ,Emperor .. ( iri 1593 ı · and. died of.cholera i nd 597, 
-being .then .only thirty-five year.s of age. He is bi.ıried 

·-· .. · . . . · : . , . ~·:ı· : , . ! . .._ . . ~ ·:· :, . ... - ; 1 r: ·;.ı ·: 
. . İngiltere Başbakanı ~Ir. Çırçıl ve refikası 

• : '·, . 'Mr: ·Cliurchill avec'' ·Lady' Churchiİl ,,: 

· : .. .. -. 
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hıatlc aims Were their main concern. fn conformity 
with this change, -Trumbull was ordered to endeavour 
to mediate peace between .Turkf?y . and the German 
Emperor (in 1689), but he had not time to accomp­
lish it.· lt was lord Paget who successfully mediated 

peace between -Turkey and her enemies, ot Car!owitz 
ir. · ·1699. lord Paget's successor, Sir Robert ~utton, 
:di d the sam·e job be~een Turk~y .:q.nd R~ssia : ( fn 
:ı711~l712i, and b~tw-e.~~ Tu~key. ~nc:i Au~t;ia ~t - ~~s-
sarowitz ( 1718.) . . . • ::·- -·- ,; · ' f:; . ,_• . ••• 

·- l n~trücti~ns to J~hn Mu'r~~y,· gi~en ~-.y Kiı'ı'~ .b~orge 
_Ili Ün Ü~ 6Ş i, Jll~st~Öte th~ · _ai m s. ~f ~,ritish PC?I,icy ,fn 
.Tur~.ey. · Especial . attention . was given_ to. commerce, 
good relations with Ambassadors of Christian powers 
·on'd to ·the ·"protection·" of the "Ref6'rmetl' Religio'n" 

iıı Tur.key .. lNs la st point wôs .on answer to . t_he ~us­
.si·a·n :cfem6~ds. fo~· the. protection of th~ 'orth~dox ~-~b-
.- ; . " ' . . ... ... ... . . . , . ·. " .. . 
j~cts of ·th~ ,~ulta.n. : Anglp-Russian .riv_alry first·_become 
-opparent in the ' ' Oczokov. case" · in ' the year ·1791. 
The' Fodress of ·bezakov, oh the' Blcick S&ı; hcid: been 
conq~;ered by the .Ru;s~ian~ d'~'ri~g ·til~ ··Russ·o:TurkiŞh 
.. ~ ... :. • . , . ··. : . . . . . . ; -.. . . ··.·ı:: r~.'. . . : 
w or of 17 68-177 4. The British Governriıent, however, 

:;:;~s nqt~;w·i'ıı}~~ t?, f~a·~~ .. i,t Jrı . .'Russi~~ ~~s~~sş.i_or : .The 
·Prime Mirıister, .Pitt, , dec.lared . ~ 'thatdhe Russian ·ad­
vance·· tö 1·the s'outhern -·shores of ·the Black Seo wds· a 
·iJ.ıe.ncice· and .thot"sne\ h'OuiCI ~of be. ollowe'd to retdin 
. . .• - . . . - • 1' . ,· .• : .. ! ; , . : . t ., • : . -·. t ... . 

the 'fq'rt _q:dqkRv·~~ ··:rn· th·e ·.ağgrandisem:ent ofRu.ssic;ı . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . 
and depressi<:?n of T~rkey", said Pitt, "our commerciol 
and political interests are both cqncemed.". But. Pitt's 
·view did: not ·find , the approval and ·süppor't -·of Par-
· liafu~hf. ::;.. . ; .. ~ .. . : ~ ·. ,. 

. ·; .. -~''Tiı:e i~~reı;ıs,i~~ Rus.si·a~ ,::dange~.' ç~,~t~l~~J;~ç(, Y.eiy 
• . • • .. .. . ... . .. . . ' • •• ~ - ~ • • :. • .> • • .. - • • - •· • : '- ' ' . • 

·r.nuch .to :the ;closer :relatipns. between Turkey ;and ·Eng-
· land~--'fhe Porte juaged it:: useful· to '·creote. permi:ment 
'EmiJas'sie·s iri ·sö me· Eurbpeon 'ccipifals,- ·aıriÔng ·:ötli~rs 
· lo~doh: :The . fiht' Turl<isli :Airiba~s-~d6r to th~- Cb~ rf of 
: .···~ . : .•. • ·p·.- :~·~.-.:·:. ·:.·· r'\:. : . : · : . . · .· . ' .. . , .. _._·; ·: .. 

.~ı~ ,~q_,m~~ ; ~a~_. Y,u,s:uf A~ô:h ·Efe,n,.~i, se nt .by_. Sul_t?.n. Şe-
_ Um. ll!)n . 1793_.-. Th.e , Turkish Embassy: in london has 
·done good work:in·. furthering. Anglo-Turkish relations. 
·Many ·prominent Turkish · persönolitie's have repr.esen­
ted .Tur.k~y as Ambossadors:. amo~g t~_em. Mustafa 

: R~~tiid ; Pas h~·, ,A.Ii' P.Çı;~<l ~~ci ~'th~~-~·: Jb~·,9r~~t~st Tur­
.. ki"~_h_ · p~~t,, Abd~ii-ıa·k _ ·Ha~id, .~Is~ --~~v.~_d . i~ ·_ ~~n~:~rı 
os Secretory at the Turkish Embossy.· , : ,, ,,. 

, 
; _ _ ;,,Th.e-firsr·Anglo-Turkish 'military alliance was con-
;clude~f'iiı' 1799: . ft . w as cigainst 'G~nera·l Bonaparte, 
:.;;h~-'7h~a=. iilv6'd~if Egy~t" iri ·1798. ·· -ili~: -.r~'rki~h' : and .... ·:...; ·... .· .. ·.~ ı:1 ·• ..:. _·. ::, :~ .. _.1' .: .. -~ . ı .. ,;'·\~ '.'• .... 

British forces repulsed the F.rench attack. But this al-

;lip~~{~~~~p_of of I~n§ı du~cit}?~~,,.:·.;· '.~~·: :, ': ;';.::.~~->. : .. -_. 
·.,; . The.( XlXth .century. ·:displays: ' ITiany ... 9spects.:.of 
Turkish- British relations;-ftieıidly ·a·s well cis:tjnfriEfrii:lly1· 

depending largely on the nature ot big political cal­
c.ulotions. One personality of outst~nding activity de­
serves !)Ur ottention : ~tratford de Redcli~e·, the. British 
Arnbassadar ot the Porte (.1842-1858), a . veritable 
" Great Eltchi"- ( Amba.ssador ). He .· o ct ed vigorously 

agoinst Russian ambitions in connection with Turkey. 
The Crimean W or of 1854-55 was moinly the. ·wor_k 
af Stratford de -Redcliffe, . as was also the Proclomo­
tion of the lmperial Order ( Hotti Humqyari) in 18.56. 
D~ring _the Crimean War. m~ny B~it!sh _coniing~~ts 
were s'totioned in Istanbul: Turkish and ·British soldiers 
fought together in the Crimea against the' comnion 
enemy. All this contributed very mu ch to the· deepe'­
ni~g of friendship and to the mutual. unde.rst(;~ding 
bet!"'een Tu~ks ci~d Briton~. The visit ~( ,th~ s:~lton 
Abdulaziz. to london in. 1867 gave a new .opportunity 
for the ·demonstration of Anglo-Turkish· ömity. But·of 
greate•st im portance was the •intervention· ·- of . the 
British Government in the Russo-Turkis~' c6nflict düfirig 
the. w~r ~f 1877-7S:.' WhEm the Rus~ia'~s reached . St. . ~ . . . .. . . ' 

Stephono, British .n av al Jorces were cruising in -the ·sea 
of· Marmara-. · The res u lt w as the Congress of Berlin in 
t878. ·-, · -

.· · lt is true that, sine~ the · b'eg'inning of the XIXth 
ce~tury, th~re have been ~~-ny peo.ple in B~itai'n :-vith 
an .anti-Turkish outlook. : The despotic r_ule,. of. ·s().!lle 
Turkish Sultans has been field responsible for. it; _. ·· ' 

· The increose of: German 'influence in the Ottoihan 
Empire, ' esp~~ially in c~rinection :.Va~ the ·BoghdcİCI 
:Railw,~y, wos o~e of ih~· main ca~ses of -~~:~ .det~rl~;~­
tion i~ the relations petween Turkey and Gr~at .fkitoin. 
The deteriorotion grew so that the First World War 
·found ·· the form er friends in opposite :ca.mps: Never­
t heless ·the 'lie'roic · Cıef:~riÇe ~f the: bcirdannelles''by)h~ 
:ru.~ks· i rı 1915 ' ~_aised . the presti_g_e, o{ T!l;kish sgl.di.~r~ 
in the':ey~s -~f · .th~ .~hole ~orld. and ~~~n; !at~r,.-Q:~, 
the · unjust stipulations of ·:the : t,reaty :of:. Sevres ·: (in· 
·1920) were annihilafed by the nationalist moven'ıerit 
and by the W ar of liıdependi:mce, urid~~ the: ·guidciıice . 
of Mustafa Kemal .( Ata.t'ürk i, it was : nqt lon{·l:>~fore 
: . . . . .· . ' . ·. ~·.. ' . 
the old fri~ndship .befV(.een Tur_k~y and .Çreat . Br_itoin 
was revived. The Turkish· Republic .hasdollow~d ·the 
same path as the Ottoman Empire,·: but foreign re­
Jotions have been regulat~d on an ·e'iıti~el{ 'new bosis 
with · fuli' ~egord · for eq'u'Cı(rights ~~~ci \v.'i'th ~. bette'r 

_r}utu~l ~~derstonding. ·Th~-:.na)~r~ ; ~f t:ı;~\e~ ~<?-!!~y 
is well rev~aled in the -Angio-Tur-kish ·AIIia.nce of19,39 
Turkey .. and since this· pact was signed, Turkey · and 
Britairi have·coiısistentfy worked together for the iame 
en ds · ciriCı ·ar~ . rlow "fightirig side by sieı~· i'n kore·ö. 

Turkey's recent entry into the Atlan.tic Pi:rct bring.s her 
yet clos~r to her ~Id friend ~and öiiy, Grea·t' Bı:itc;in •.. 


