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Abstract 

The proclamation of the Albanian independence was one of the important events of the Balkan 
wars. The national historiographies of the Pen.insula have either failed to deal with the history of the 
Albanian-Ottoman relations during the period of 1912-1913 or only superficially touched upon the 
subject. Using the Austro-Hungarian archival sources, this paper attempts to conclude our knowl­
edge about the history of the secession from the po int of view of the Albanian-Ottoman relations 
and tries to po int out some possible research fields. The first part of the paper approaches the prob­
lems of the Albanian participation in the first Balkan war and the proclamation of the independence 
(28.11.1912). The Albanian role on the battlefield was quite contradictory and that was the reason 
why the contemporary TUrkish public held the Albanians responsible for losing the war. The -most 
obvious sign of "the Albanian treason" was the proclamation of their independent state. One of the 
most intriguing questions concerning the Albanian-Ottoman relations is who exactly were the pro­
clamators, who voted for the secession from the Empire. The second part of the pa per analyses the 
eve n ts of 1913. The Provisional Government ofVlora had different policies towards the Young Tur k 
government and the imperial troops in Albania. It js also an intriguing question how the Albanian 
state officials in Istanbul, diptomats and field officers reacted to the news about the proclamation. 
The Young Turk government did not limit its Albanian policy to the negotiations with İsmail Kemal, 
the leader of the Provisional Government in Vlora. Till the summer of 1914 the Empire had not 
given up i ts territorial claims on Albania. The Ottoman government sent many officers to the West 
Balkans to prepare a military coup d'etat or to organise a general uprising arıion:g the pyasantry. 

I. The Role of the Albanians in the First Balkan W ar 

The problem of the Al b ani an role in the First Balkan W ar ca lls for refined researches. During the 
investigation it is unavoidable to separate the history of the soldiers who were on duty in the imperial 
army from the fact, that the civilian population did not put up armed resistance against the Serbian 
and Montenegrin Armies. The Al hanian civilians, ·mostly Muslims, who had always been ready to 
spark off arı__ uprising or a revolution against the Young Turk government, despite all contemporary 
expectations:· did not intervene in the military operationsin the autumn of 1912. 

Assistant Prof. Dr., HungarianAcademy ofSciences, Research Center for the Huınanities. The research has 
been funded by the Bolyai Janos Research Fellowship of the HungarianAcademy ofSciences (Bolyai Janos Kutat6i 
Ösztöndi, Magyar Tudomanyos Akademia). · 
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Albanians in the imperial army 

Of the professionel nizam-units, w hi ch were garrisoned in Albanian territories, only few were 
composed of etbnic Albanian soldiers. These units, s imilar to the recruited redif-troops organised on 
territorial basis and composed exclusively by Albanians, had not taken part in regular and efficient 
trainings, military exercises and were not well armed with weapons and ammunition. 1 

Asa consequence of the Albanian uprisings between 1910 and 1912 and countless desertations 
from the Ottoman army, the Albanian officers and soldiers were surrounded by obvious distrust among 
the imperial troops. To defend themselves and to force the changes of the general conditions the army 
were under, these officers began to organise seeret groups in 1912. One of these groups was ,The 
League of Al b ani an officers". The most important target of the league w as to overthrow the O tt o man 
minister ofwar, Mahmud Şevket Pasha, who was held responsible for all problems within the imperial 
army. 2 Du e to the s imilar ambitions of other seeret military organisations, the minister resigned on ı Oth 
July of 1912. · 

The general mobilization, ordered by the Ottoman high command, was carried out in the admin­
istrative units populated mostly by Albanians between 23th September and 12th October of 1912. 
The Albanians of Kosovo vilayet however were unwilling to join to the redif-troops of tıie arıny. 
They seemed willing to combat at the same time in the vilayet ofMonastir, although not in the army 
but in irregular tioops. 3 lt was Esat Pasha Toptani, who managed to set up the local redif-troops in 
Middle-Albania. He mobilisied more than ı 0.000 men and led them to Shkodra. All in all, there must 
have been approximately 70.000 soldiers on duty in the imperial anny in October of 1912 (both 
niz am- and redif-units ). The number of irregular troops, con;ıposed by Albanians, is uİıknown.4 

\ 

There is a lack of information about the contemporary role of the Albanians in the arıny.5 The 
"thesis of the treason" (see below), formulated by the Young Turks and commited by Albanians, is 
based on the fact that Albanian sol di ers continued to desert from the Ottoman divisions in the First 
Balkan War in mass. The arehive sources of Austria-Hungary strongly suggest, for instance, that 
Albanian soldiers, driven by unlaıown motives, deserted from their units during the battles of Ku­
manovo and Monastir in critica! moments.6 It is however unimaginable that the Albanian soldiers 
of the imperial army, being stationed in their own home country, d id not resist with all their might 
against the conquerors. 7 

One of the extant contemporary sources was written by a Turkish officer with Ottoman identity. 
Ahmad Harndi was an artillery officer, who was fighting the First Balkan'War in the XXİ. division.8 

G. Demeter, A ket Balktm-hdborıl hadtörtenelme (1912-1913), (Budapeşt, 2007), pp. 49-58. and G. De­
meter, Kisiıllami törekvesek es nagyhatalmi erdekek a balkan-hiıborı/k idejen (1912-1913), (Debrecen; 2008), pp. 
148-149. The research has been funded by the Bolyai Janos Research Fellowshlp 

., Kriegsarc/ıiv Wien (KA), Manuscriptensqmlnlung, Allgenıeine Reihe: Emst Wisshaupt, Geschichtliche 
Entwicklımg der Balkans/aaten bis zur eigentlichen Vorgeschichte des Krieges 1912/13, No.78, 13- 14 and 53. 

3 KA Zentralstellen, Generalstab, AOK-Evidenzbureau, Kt. 3461, Die Mobilisierung im Vilajet Monastir am 
14. Oktober 1912, Nr.l22. 

4 KA Militiirkanzlei Erzherzog Franz Fenlinand (KA MKFF), Kt. 195/2, Verınutliche Stlirke der türkisehen 
Streitkrafte inAlbanien. [Oktober?] 1912, T.No.1S1Ô. . 

5 Based on Ottoman sources Isa Blumi investigated this question. I. Blumi, Rethinking the La te Ottoman Em-
pire. A Comparative Social and Political Hist01y of Albania and Yemen 1878-1918, (Istanbul, 2003), pp. 171-191. 

6 KA MKFF, Kt. 192, Tagesbericht Epirus undAlbanien 03.03.1913, Evb.No.300/3. 
7 According to the Albanian hlstoriography approximately 25.000 Albanian civilians were massacred by the 

Serbian army during October-November of 1912. K. Prifti (ed.), Historia e Popullit Slıqiptar ll, (Tirane, 2002), p. 
507. and JusufBajraktari, ,Roli i Kosoves ne shpalljen e pavaresise se Shqiperise" Studime Historike, 40, 2003, H. 
1-2, p. 140. This number can be confirmed by the arcbival sources ofVienna. 

8 A. Hamdi, Asbab indihar al-xlıajash al- 'uthmasi va al-albanijun, (Al-Kahira [Kairo], 1913). Due to thls 
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In the last years before the war Harndi had refused to engage in politics, he had judged everything 
from the po int of view of the army. According to Ham di the very reasons of the military defeat were 
the underdeveloped armament of the imperial army, the lack of trainings and manoeuvres and the 
co ll apse of the military moral. In his bo ok the Turkish officer took the side of the Albanian o:ffi.cers 
and soldiers. He criticised the government policy of the Young Turks between 1908 and 1912, for 
instance the brutal disarming operations, and set out a number of examples to rebut the views about 
the Albaniap cowardice.9 Against the Serbian army, equipped with modem artillery and arriving 
with well-organised and trained and motivated soldiers, the imperial divisons, stated Hamdi, simply 
had had no chance. Of the 1500 so idiers of the Gj ilan batallian only 15 men· survived the battle of 
Kumanovo. 

lt follows from the foregoing that beside the imperial army the Albanian irregular troops proved 
to be unable to offer resistance, as well. 10 Only the Albanian tribes of Luma could succesfully resist 
the Montengrin and Serbian units, because they fought in very advantageous geographical condi­
tions. 11 Isa Boletini and Bajram Curri, the most well-known commanders of the Kosovarian irregular 
troops, devoted all their efforts to save their men and to retreat towards the coast of Albania in a 
constant and bitter :fight. They were to battle in all cities and fortress on their way from Kosovo to the 
Adria, but the fast invasion of the conquering armies, followed by a well-prepared plan of military 
operations, gave them no time to organise an effective resistance. It was Mitrovica where Boletini 
began to fight with Serbian units on the 18th October of 1912, but after a month his men were driven 
back to Vlora. 12 

Albanian Civilianş and the War 

The Young J'urk political thinking reacted bitterly to the total military defeat in the First Balkan 
War and it developed the, thesis of the Albanian treason" in the Iate autumn of.1912. According to 
the thesis it was the Albanians, who were to hold responsible for the defeat in the Balkanian theatre 
of war. 13 The Muslim civilians of the vilayets of Kosovo and Macedonia, who were always ready to 
rev o lt against the govemment of Istanbul and to :fight for 'the defense of their own ethnic territories 
earlier, reacted this time apparently with ignorance and inactivity during the fust weeks of the war. 
But why had they refused to be active in the battlefield? 

The main reasons should be found in the goverment policy between 1908-1912, pursued by the 
Young Turk party against the Albanian population. The disarming operations ofTorgut Şevket Pasha, 
as his army of 40-50.000 men had marched violently across the Albanian a9ministrative units, had 
brought about serious consequences. It is not known whether he was able to disarm the Muslim and 
Catholic civilians of the vilayets ofMonastir, Kosovo and Shkodra,14 but his operations resulted by 
all means in essential distrust against the imperial army. 'But not only the connections between the 

book Harndi was sentenced to deatlı by the Young Turk government in 1914. About the memoirs ofHamdi see Mu­
bamed Mufaku, ,Kujtimet e kapitenitAb.met Harndi per luften hallkanike dhe slıqiptaret" GjımnimeAlbanologjike, 
15, 1985,pp.303-324. 

9 ibid) p. 311. 
10 KA .!VfKFF, Kt. 193, reports ofGellinek to the General Staff, 02.12.1912, Belgrad, B.Nr.l600 res.,1-3 and 

03.12.1912, [withôutNo.] 1-3. 
11 Österreiclıisclıes Haus-, Hof- und Staatsarclıiv, Politisclıes Arclıiv, XII. Türkei (ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei), 

Kt. 414/5o, telegrarus ofHeimroth, Üsküb, 22.11.1912, Nr.4632. and 25.11.1912, Nr.5869. 
12 F. Musaj, IsaBoletini (1864-1916). (Tirana, 1987), p. 163. 
13 Mufaku, ,Kujtimet e kapitenit... ",pp. 301- 303. 
14 On the one lıand the arsenals ofPeja and Prizren were robbed by Albanian rebels in Summer of 1912. On 

the other lıand it was the Ottoman leaderslıip of the vilayet of Kosova that distributed weapons among the Muslim 
civiüans. ÖHHStAPAXXXVlli Konsulate, Prizren, Kt. 405, report ofProclıaska, Prizren, 27.08.1912, Nr.86. 
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army and the civilians could be characterized by distrust. According to Marie Godin, a contemporary 
traveller in the Balkans, the North-Albanian population, also known as 'gegs', sametimes simply 
refused to believe the news from Istanbul. On the territory of Luma, for instance, the mobilization 
order of the Sultan was considered as a trap, set by the Young Turk party. 15 

At the beginning of the war, as the Serbian army marched into the vilayet ofKosovo with mod­
em artillery and well-organİsed soldiers, theAlbanian warriors, who had stilllived in the world of the 
individual acts ofheroism, would have been powerless by all means. In addi tion, just after occupying 
the country the Serbian high command ordered the weapons to be collected from the civilians and to 
expel the Muslims. 16 The wavees of refugees, brought about by the ethnic cleansing policy and the 
military administration of the Serbian army, made the conditions of resistance even more difficult. 17 

There had been a contemporary feature of the Albanian mentality that must be taken in to con­
sideration as well. The single tribes, clans and families showed a lack of canfidence in the every-day 
connections with each other. If evidence of resistance was giv~n, each ari.d every irregular troop 
defended i ts own local territory and it certainly hindered the idea of a comman re.sistru1:ce even fur­
ther. The lack of solidarity based on national feelings was obvious. The homeland was basically the 
village or the valley, eventually the administrative unit. U nder the conditions of a modem warfare 
the infrastructually underdeveloped geographical enviJonment proved to be a signi.ficant drawback 
as wel1. 18 

On the eve of the FiJst Balkan War, Hasan Prishtina, Nexhip Draga, Bajram Curri and Mithat 
Frasheri, the leaders of the Albanians in Kosova and Macedonia, m et in Skopje (Üsküb at that time) 
to set up the , Black Society for Saving" on the 14th October of 1912.19 These politiciaııs and com­
manders drafted a letter, addressed to the govemments of the great powers. In the letter, the' leader 
stressed, that the Albanians shall :fight against the invadors; not for the EmpiJe, however, but for 
saving their ethnic territories.20 Due to lack of time the society proved to be unable. to prepare the Ci­
vilians for the war. At the outbreak of the war the commanders moved to their native villages to take 
up arms against the Serbian troops, while the politicalleaders, Hasan Prishtina and Nexhip Draga, 

O exactly in that critica! moment, were arrested by the occupying army of Serbia. Prishtina and Draga 
could leave the prison ofBelgrade only in May of 1913.21 

The tribes of the North-Albanian Alps made no attempt to resist the Montenegrin invaders. 
Those tribes whose territories were located at the borders and those whose territories lied beside the 
main roads leading into the inner regions of the empire, were forced to support the marching troops 
ofMontenegro. It can be stated, that the majority of the North-Albanian tribes had Vfell as~essed the 
consequences of the eventual resistance and w hile watching over their tribe-borders they waited for 
a better time to act.22 Asa matter offact, from the point ofview of the war these tnoes followed the 
events with neutrality.23 Nikita, king ofMontenegro kept in touch with the leaders of the tri~es dur-

15 M: A. Godin, Aus dem neuen Albanien. Po/ ilische und lıist01·ische Skizzen, (Wien, 1914), p. 12. 
16 ÖHHStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 414/So, report ofUgron, Belgrad, 30.10.1912, Nr.122C. 
17 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 414/So, report and telegram ofHeimroth, Üsküb; 18.11.1912, Nr.l26, 1-2. 

and 20.12.1912, Nr.4486. 
18 Godin, Aus dem neuen Albanien, pp. 12 and 14. 
19 Prifti (ed.), Historia e Popıı/lit ll, p. 504. 
20 Bajraktari, ,,Roli i Kosoves ... ", p. 139. 
21 K. Csaplıir, ,Hasan Bej Prishtina, az elsö koszov6i alban politikus", in: Kelet-Eıır6pa: törtenelem es sors­

közösseg. Palotiıs Emi/ 70. sziiletesnapjiıra. Edited by Tamas Krausz, (Budapest, 2006), pp. 80-82. 
22 KA MKFF, Kt. 193, report ofHubka to the General Staff, Cetinje, 02.12.1912, B.Nr.l559.res, Die 

Haltung der Albanesen. 
23 KA MKFF, Kt. 191, presentation of Urbansky, Wien, 26.12.1912, B.Nr.l930. res, Militarische Si~ 
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ing his campaign. He wanted to gain their trust with subventions and promises oftribal autonomy.24 

In N ovember of ı 9 ı 2, however, as the re w as no possibility for bigger number of hostile troops 
to march across the territories of the North-Albanian Alps, the chieftains ordered their warriors to 
launch attades on reserves transports and sınaller garrisons. 25 

ll. The Independence Proclamation of Albania 

Hearing the war preparations of the Balkan Allian ce at the en d of September, one of the Albanian 
aristocrats, former member of parliament, Syıja Bej Vlora (1860-1940) made .attempt to prevent the 
eventual dismemberment of his countıy. He convoked a nati9nal assembly to Vlora, where he expected 
delegates from the wholeAlbania. The delegates, however, without conviction, were only drifting in the 
port. While organising the assembly Syıja had many difficulties: the behaviour of the delegates could 
have been best characterised by their constant partiality, envy, narrow-mindedness and passivity. They 
proved to be unable to deliver decisions. It was simply impossible, for i.ııStance, to force the participants 
to agree with each other on the agenda. After starting off, Syıja Vlora, asa chairmaıi, gave an account of 
the general situation of the Empire and Albania with regard to the summer events (Albanian uprising). 
According to him, the empire had fallen; the reforms promised by the government were uncertain: it 
was simply impossible to realize them. The alliance of the Balkan states did exist, added the Bej, and 
the Ottoman army shaU not be ab le to sa ve the integrity of the imperium, regarding i ts broken moral 
and the lack of inner solidarity. As long as it was possible, the Albanians were forced to make a decision 
how to rescue themselves 'from the sinking ship'.26 To solve the problems oftheir nation Syıja Vlora 
suggested to proclaim the independence and neutrality of the countıy. The audience however reacted 
to the exalted evaluatio~ speech with derisi ve sınile, sorry and criticY The delegates simply refused to 
believe the assumption that the Balkan Allian ce would dare to la un ch an atta c k on the empire on i ts own 
initiatives. Accoi:ding to themin such a case the great powers would impede the dismemberment of the 
peninsula. The assembly proved to be unsuccesful. It was however not just the delegates who hindered 
the efficiency of the debates. The assembly was further hindered by the Iocal adherents ofismail Qemal 
Vlora, the relative and the most significant political opponent of Syıja, as well. 

Syıja Vlora was in port Vlora when the First ~alkan War broke out. On hearing the first news 
from the batllefield he decided to travel to Middle- and North-Albania to hold direct negotiations with 
the local nobles and to organise a new national assembly in one of the cities by the ri ver Sh.k:umbi.28 

Vıa Durres Syrja Bej arrived to Tirana in the first week ofNovember. The aristocrat wanted the 
would-be delegates of the assembly, besides proclaiming the independence, to .set up a delegation 
to represent their nation in a general conference that shall be devoted to ·solving tlie new problems 
of the peninsula, that had been posed by the war.29 The idea of a proclamation was welcomed by 
the majority of the Bej-familiesin Middle-Albania. Some members of the Great House ofToptani, 
the most significant landowner family in the region, however refiısed to advocate the aim of Syıja, 
sirnilar to the tribes ofMalissia (e.g. Mirdita) .in the North as well.30 They must have counted with 
the resistance of the local Muslim population, that demonstrated his affection to the Sultan through 

tuation in Montenegro and KA MKFF, Kt. 19511, report of Hubka to the General Staff, Cetinje, 12.10.1912, 
B.Nr.881. ' '· 

24 KA MxFF, Kt 195/1, report ofHubka to the General Staff, Cetinje, 18.10.1912, B.Nr.l 041 vom 23.10.1912. 
25 KA MKFF, Kt. 195/1, reports of Hubka to the General Staff, Cetinje, 20.10.1912, B.Nr.1161. and 

21.10.1912, B.Nr.l021. 
26 E. B. Vlora, Lebense1innerungen, Bd. 1, (München, 1968), p. 253. 
27 S.,B. Vlora, Hôtırat ve terticim-i ahvôl, See Vlora, Lebenserinnerımgen J;p. 254. 
21 Godin, Aus dem neuen Albanien, p. 12. 
29 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türk e~ Kt. 417 /6a, tel e gram of Lejhanec,Valona, 3 LI 0.1912, No. 1359. 
30 A. G. Krause, Das Problem der al hanisehen Unabhiingigkeit in den Jahren 1908-14, (Wien, 1970), p. 269. 
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countless protests.31 All in all, the hardships outlined above made it impossible to organise a national 
assembly in Middle-Albania. 

After the failure in Middle-Albania Syıja Vlora travelled to Shkodra. He wanted Hasan Riza, the 
Arabian commander of the fortress city, and deputy commander Esat Toptani to raise the Albanian 
flag and proclaim the independence of Albania in case of an eventual military defeat of the Ottoman 
Empire. Interestingly enough Hasan Riza reacted to the suggestion with sympathy, while the Alba­
nian Esat Pasha remained sornewhat more reserved. After hearing the news that the Montenegrin 
and Serbian troops crossed the imperial borders, Esat accepted the idea of a national assembly. His 
answer reassured the Muslim population in Middle-Albania as well (Esat Toptani was the most sig­
ni.ficant Iandlord of that region).32 The war events however impeded the convocation of the assembly. 

The predictions ofSyıja Vlora in September came true at the beginning ofNovember. The allied 
forces invaded the imperial districts with an inesistible force and the imperial army was not able 
to prevent the occupation of the Albanian territories. The local nobles and intellectuals of Albania 
understood with astonishment that it was high time to deliver theirdecision as to how they imagined 
the future of the ir country: with or without the Ottoman Empire?33 

In the territories threatened by the Greek divisions (Ioannina vilayet), the Albanian hobles or­
ganised many meetings. In these meetings they decided to support the imperial army to their best 
and they encouraged 'the geg north' to do the same. The Albanian nobles of the vilayet Ioannina 
adressed a letter to the Al hanian teaders of the Catholic Church in the vilayets of Shkodra, Kosova 
and Monastir and_ to the cities populated mostly by Muslim Albanians. They announced the fact, that 
,each and every tosk Albanian" took up arms to sa ve their hometand and nation. (It w as not defined 
how they interpreted the concept of 'homeland'). All who refuse to join the imperial army, ad.ded the 
nobles, commit high treason. The secretary and one member of the Albanian national cl u b of Ioan­
nina visited the local Austro-Hungarian cansul at the same time. The two delegates iiıformed cansul 
Konstantin Bilinski that in case the dismemberment of the empire may have been unavoidable, the 
tosk Albanians were ready to ask for the protectorate of Austria-Huİıgary. This intention was shared 
by some Bektashi leader as wel1.34 It was the Bosnian Muslim policy of the Monarchy that served as 
an attractive example for the majority oftheAlbanians. 

The Muslim nobles and Catholic intellectuals, assembled in port Durres, tried to seek a way 
out for their country. They held negotiations with the local deputy consul of Austria-Hungary. The 
Albanians wanted to know whether the M~narchy was ready to intervene and to occupy Albania 
in case the Serbian army reached the seashore. On the 12th November 1912 they adressed a letter, 
drafted mostly by Nikolle Kaçorri and Abdi Bej Toptani, to Emperor and King Franz Josef. In this 
letter the signatories asked the Austro-Hungarian Emperor to support t4em to create a united auton­
omous vilayet (from the vilayets of Shkodra, Kosova, Monastir and Ioannina) w ith in the framework 
of the Ottoman Empire.lf it had not been possible, the emperor shall help the Albanians to establish 
an independent state from the above-mentioned vilayets. The signatories imagined this new state as 
neutral as Belgium or Switzerland.35 It is intriguing, that in the shade of the Serbian, Montenegrin 
and Greek occupations, the different political pressure groups of the Albanians imagined their future 
basically by creating an autonomous vilayet in the Ottoman Empire. The concept of independence 
was acceptable for them only in case of a totıüly military defeat, as a last resort. 

It is however im portant to stress, that the majority of the local Muslim civilians, who refused to 

31 ÖIDiStA PAXll. Türkei, Kt. 411/5a, report ofLejhanec, Valona, 04.1 l.l912, No.59. 
32 ÖIDiStAPAXll. Türkei, Kt. 417/6a, te!egram ofRudnay, Durazzo, 15.11.1912, No.2846. 
33 P. Bart!, Albanien, (München, 1995), p. 134. 
34 ÖHHStAPAXTI. Türkei, Kt. 417/6a, letters ofBilinski, Janina, 07.11.1912, Nr.86. and No.87. 
35 ÖIDiStAPAXIL Türkei, Kt. 417/6a, letter ofRudnay, Durazzo, 13.11.1912, No.74. 
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deal with eveıyday policy un til the war, considered the activity of the opposition nobles and intellec­
tuals as high treason. The Musli.ms opposed the plan of a national assembly, because in their opinion 
it endangered the power of the Sultan. While holding their demonstration, they demanded from the 
mutasarrif of Durres (mayor) to expel the delegates from the city.36 

Throughout 1912 Isınail Qemal Bej Vlora, former leader of the· 'majority wing' of the Young 
Turks, was permanently on the road. As the Albanian uprising of Kosovo broke out, he appeared in 
Cetinje to hold negotiations about the political future of Albania with King Nikita and later with Isa 
Boletini. He was however not able to intervene directly in the event of the U.PlJ~ing.37 

In September he was staying in Istanbul again, as the new grand visier, Kiamil Pasha asked him 
to be aminister in his government. Qemali refused to accept the request.38 His refusal was by no 
means accidental: Qemali, who was an experienced politician, did not want to take part in the polit­
icallife of the Ottoman Empire. 

As the Balkan war broke out, Qemali travelled with his loyal secretary, Luigj Gurakuqi to Buka­
rest to visit one of the greatestAlbanian colony of the peninsula. Based on his own initiative a confer­
ence was convoked in the Hotel Continental with the purpose to discuss the future of the Albanians. 
It needs to be remarked, that Qemali Bej saw the solution of the problems ofhis country at that time, 
besides the acknowledgement of the Albanian nation and national culture, in the establishment of an 
Albanian autonomy within the framework of the Ottoman Empire as well.39 

The lo cal delegates of the Bukarest's colony were not ab le to agree on w hat they should prefer: 
autonomy or independence. The only conclusions they drew were that the dismemberment of the 
Albanian territories must be prevented and a national assembly needs to be convoked in Albania. 
They planned tQ write a letter to the great powers in which they intended to ask them to support the 
Albanian autonomy in the Ottoman Empire. The assembly ofBukarest ended their negotiations with 
the following decree on the 5. November 1912: ,,Since the Ottoman govemınerit is unable torun the 
state administration, the Albanians are forced to gather all their strength and found a leading organ­
isation, that take the country government [sic!] into its hands, and devote all its efforts to avoid that 
the Albanians be defeated and underprivileged by tl}e Balkani~ı.n n~tions."40 

Isınail Qemal Vlora wanted to play a significant role in the future of Albania, therefore he in­
structed his adherents in South- and Middle"..Albania to binder the endeavours of Syrja Bej. Besides 
these instructions he began to convoke his own national assembly, which increased the general chaos 
in his horueland even further.41 • 

While Luigj Gurakuqi and some delegates of Bukarest w ere travelling to Trieste, Isınal Qemali 
arrived in Vienne via Budapest. He visited Leopold Berchtold, the joint ininister of foreign affairs and 
the Ballhausplatz officials in charge oftheAlbanian issu~s. The Bej informed theAustro-Hungarian 
diplamats about the Bukarest's events and announced his plan for convoking a national assembly. 
According to the national historiography of Albania, by that veıy moment, Qemali had alieady made 

36 ÖH.HStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt417/6a, letter ofRudnay, Durazzo, 13.11.1912, No.74. 
37 P. Tılko, Lııigj Gurakuqi- jeta dlıe vepra, (Tirana, 1980), p. ı 78 andA. Puto, Historia diplomatike e çesh­

ijes shqiptare. (Tirana, 2003), p. 78. 
38 I. Kemal, The Memoirs ]smail Kemal Bey, [New York, ı 920], (Tirana, 1997), p. 370. 
39 Letter ofLuigj Gurakuqi to the nobles ofElbasan, Istanbul[?], 07.09.1912, D. Kotini (ed.), Qeveria e Per­

koheslıme e V/01·es dhe veprimtaria e saj- nendor 1912-janar1914. (Tirana, 1963), NLl, p. 24. 
40 The minutes of the conference is published in Kotini (ed.), Qev~ria e Perkohiishme . .. , Nr.2, p. 26. 
41 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 417/6a, telegram of Lejhanec, Valona, 06.11.1912, No.61. lt was Isınail 

Qemali who spreaded slanderous stories about Syrja Vlora (,Syrja Vlora wants to play Albania into the hands of 
Austria-Hungary"). Godin, Aus dem neuen Albanien, 40-41. 
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his decision, and worked towards independence.~2 This statement however could not be confirmed 
unambiguously based on Austro-Hungarian sources. Minister Berchtold gave account in his memoirs 
only ofwhat Qemali had asked for in Vienna: support and information. According to the memoirs the 
Albanian politician wanted toknow how Austria-Hungary imagine the would-be state organisation 
of an autonomous Albania, ho w the Ballhausplatz would react to the idea of a national assembly and 
to a letter, written by the assembly and sent to the great powers. The leader of the Austro-Hungarian 
diplamatic corps assured Qemali Bej of his su pp ort, but at the same time he refused to go into great 
details with regard to the war events.43 As a matter of fact the unwilling readiness of Berchtold to 
hold negotiations with Qemali was posed not by the unknown future of the war. On one hand the 
Ballhausplatz had supported the Albanian national assembly organ is ed by Syrja Vlora. On the other 
hand the person ofQemali counted as unreliable for Berchtold.44 

It is hard to decide, whether !smail Qemal Vlora had made his decision regarding the question of 
independence before his negotiations in Vıenna. It is imaginable, that hearing the war news before 12th 
November he more and more tended to understand: an idea of an at1tonomous Albania within the impe­
rial framework was only an illusion. It is however undeniable, that after his negotiations in Vıenna, he 
was fully intent on proclaiming the independence of his country.45 

Qemali and his adherents went on shore undisturbed in the poıt of Durres on the 20th November 
1912. The Ottonian city administration was run by the Albanian mutesariffMahmut Mahir Efendi. 
It was Harndi Bej Toptani, a significant tandlord of the region·and leader of the local gendarmeri~, 
who was responsible for the maintenance of public order and who refused toprevent the landing of 
Qemali.46 · 

\ 

The Ottoman Empire had practically lost his face in the city and Middle-Albania ....: and it 
strengthened the intentions of Qemali. The last believer of the autonomy idea in the country came to 
understand the illusory nature oftheir hopesas well. In the last free cities ofMiddl,e-Albania - Elba­
_san, Tirana, Lushnja, Durres - the local councils, in the shape of tlfe invading Ser b ian forces, were 
ready to proclaim the independenceY 

The Albanians arriving from Triest spent some days in Durres. They held negotiations with the lo­
cal city council and the nobles and refugees gathered from Middle-Albania and the Middle-Balkan. As 
Qemali came to know that his greatest political riva!, Syrja Vlora had travelled to Istanbul, he began his 
jorney to Vlora. Durres was occupied by the Serbian troops the next day, on the 25th November 1912. 
On the same day the nobles of Elbasan proclaim.ed the independence. Their example was followed 
by the city councils ofDurres, Tirana, Kavaja and Lushnja on the 27th November 1912.48 These acts, 
however, were left unechoed. 

The group of men that wanted to reach Vlora marched forward under very adverse conditions.49 

On·their way to the south they were forced to interrupt the march for aday, because Kara Said Pasha, . 

.ıı Prifti (ed.), HistOJ·ia e Popıtllit II, p. 509. 
43 ÖHHStAPAXIX. NachHisse, Nachlaf3 Berchtold, Kt. 1, Bd. IV, 13. November 1912,366-367. 
44 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 4ı7/6a, Tagesbericht, Wien, 12.11.1912, [withoıit No.] and i.e. telegram of 

Berchtold to Merey (Roma), Wien, 22.11.1912, No.I96. . 
.ıs Tako, Luigj Gurakuqi, p. 183 and ÖHHStA PA Xll. Türkei, Kt. 417/6a, letter of Lejhanec, Valona, 

13.11.1912, No.64. · 
.ı6 Vlora, Lebenserinnerungen I, p. 271 and Kemal, The Memoirs, p. 371. 
.ı7 Bart!, Albanien, p. ı 34 . 
.ıa ÖHHStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 4ı7/6c, telegrams ofRudnay, Durazzo, 26.ı l.l9ı2, No.6371 and 27.1L19ı2, 

No.650ı and No.6645; Kotini (ed.), Qeveria e Perkoheshine, Nr.6, 8 and 26; Prifti (ed.), Hist01·ia e Popıtllitll, 510. 
49 Prifti (ed.), Historia e Popıtl/it ll, pp. 510-511; Tako, Luigj Gurakuqi, pp. 187-188 and Vlora, Lebenserin­

nerımgen I, p. 27 ı . 
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the Turkish commander of the Vardar army, whose last troops had retreated into Albania (between 
Lushnja and Berat), wanted to arrest all the men in the marching column for high treason.50 Qemali 
and his adherents spent the night in Fier, as guests of the Great House Vrioni. Some members of the 
Great Houses of Draga, Derralla and B egoili who had escaped from Kosova and Macedonia joined 
the marching column in Fier. The number of those marching to Vlora increased by dozens of no b le 
and intellectual refugees from all regions of Albania on the road- and in this manner the number of 
'national aşsembly delegates' increased as well. 

The groups ofQemali arrived in Vlora on the 27th November 1912. Vlo~~ was the last free city 
in Albania. The delegates and refugees hel d a short meeting on the same day. After the local consuls 
of the Adriatic powers· confirmed, that both Austria-Hungary and Italy were interested in an inde­
pendentAlbania,51 the gathered decided the proclamation shall take place the next day. 

On the 28th November 1912, at 2.00 p.m., when the majority oft~eAlbanian-populated admin­
istrative units had been occupied by the Balkan Alliance, and in the presence of the delegates from 
Middle- and South-Albania, took place the most important moment of the 20th century Albanian his­
tory. Isınail Qemal Vlora held a short speech in the house of his relative Xhemal Bej Vlora, in which 
he told about the warplans of the Balkan Alliance and the helplessness of the Ottoman Empire. He 
declared that there had been only one way out for the Albanians: Albania must secede from the em­
pire. A provisional government must be formed with the aim to represent the whole nation abroad.52 

He then stepped out to the balcony and proclaimed:, From taday on, under the rule of a provisional 
government, Albania is free and independent!"53 

Qemali infonned the great powers, the Balkan states and the local Turkish commanders of the 
army about the act ofproclamation on the same day.54 Ina different letter of his, addressed to the com­
mander of the ihvasion armies of Greece, Mantenegra and Serbia, he also touched upon an addirional 
important intention of his. According to Qemali, Albania was a neutral state, that wanted to li ve in peace 
with his neighbouring countries. It followed from the foregoing that he, as the leader of the new state, 
shall protest against all military operations of the Balkan Alliance in every possible manner. 55 

After proclaiming the independence a nation~l assembly W?S formed from the delegates, and 
Isınail Qemal Vlora became entrusted on the 3rd ofDecember 1912 to be the :first PrimeMinister of 
Albania. 

To evaluate and interpret the signi:fica;ıce of theeventson the 28th November 1912 it is impor­
tant to analyse the list of the P.roclaimers. However, the list of names is not easy t<? reconstruct. It is 
an addirional problem, that according to the Albanian national historiography the actors of the proc­
lamation day w ere the elected representatives of the who le Albania. Based on the Austro-H ungari an 
sources it is undeniabi e that the majority of them were present not as elected representatives but as 
refugees. Due to the war conditions one part of the independence supporting votes were provided via 
telegrams, and it tangled the situation even further. It is sirnply not clear who and by what right gave 
his vote.56 The Albanian historiography had cut the 'Gordian knot' by giving the fallawing answer: 
the number of the proclaimers increased to 63 men by 3rd Dec~mber 1912 - even though some of 
thern had :voted only orally (like Isa Boletini). 

'· 
so Vlora, 1-ebenserinnerungen I, p. 272. 
51 ÖHHStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 417/6b, telegram ofBerchtold to Merey (Roma), Wien, 29.ıı.ı9ı2, Nr.217. 
52 Kotini (ed.), Qeveria e Perkoheshme, Nr. ı 6, 31-34. 
Sl ·. ibid, 34. 
54 kotini (ed.), Qeveria e Perkolıeslıme, Nr.l8, Nr. 23 and Nr. 33, 34-35, 37 and 42-43. 
55 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 4 ı 7/6c, telegram ofLejhanec, Valona, 28.1 l.l 9ı2, No. 7394. 
56 Prifti (ed.), Historia e Popıli/it II, p. 510 and Korini (ed.), .Qeveria e Perkohes/ıme, Nr.l6, pp. 32-33 and 

ÖHHStAPAXTI. Türkei, Kt. 417/Janner-Marz 1913, telegram ofLejhanec, Valona, 29.11.1912, [withoutNo.] 
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S ince the precise list of the proclaimers so far could not be reconstructed, the analysis of i ts com­
positian can be carried out only based on estimations.57 The number of the proclai.mers must have 
ranged from 40 to 43 person - the number 37 given by the Albanian historiography seems to be too 
few. According to their territorial origins, North-Albania (Shkodra) was represented by one person, 
Middle-Albania (Durres, Tirana, Kruja, Shijak, Elbasan, Berat) by approximately 15, South-Albania 
(Fier, Lushnja, Vlora, Korça, Gjirokastra, Tepelena, Permet) by about 15 as well, while from Kosova 
and Macedonia delegated roughly ı O persons. lt means the task Albanians were overrepresented. 

Based on the investigated lists the proclai.mers w ere mostly composed by the ı 0-12 members 
of the Great Houses (Vlora, Vrioni, Toptani, Kalkandelen, Permeti) and of those 15 representatives 
who arrived from the colonies.lt means that one-third of the voters were intellectuals and one-fourth 
were landowners. 

According to the names the confessional division was the following: approximately two-third 
of the voters were Muslims, and one-third were Ortodoxes. The Catholics were represented only by 
twomen. 

No doubt, that the national assembly of Vlora simply did not represent the opinion of the ma­
jority of the Albanian popula tion. The identity of that majority was deeply rooted in that one of the 
Ottoman Empire. The vast majority of the proclaimers may have voted for the independence under 
the intermediate pressure of the war events and may have been forced by desperate necessity! Based 
on these arguments the proclamation, contrary to the belief of the Albanian national historiography, 
can not be regarded ,as the result of the natural endeavours of the Albanian nation". 58 

Isınail Qemali Vlora proclaimed the independence basically with the assistance of certain._mem­
bers of the Great Houses59 and with the help of the colonial intellectuals.60 

m. Albania and the Ottoman Empire 

On hearing the news about the independence proclamation in Vlora, the leaders of the empire 
O reacted with refusal. The government ofistanbul acknowledged neither the secession nor the independ­

ent status of Albania. What is more, it refused to accept the idea of a vassal Albanian state within the 
imperial framework.61 That reaction is fully agreeable, because the independence was proclaimed at 
the very moment when tens of thousands of Albanian and Turkish soldiers where figbting against the 
allied forces in Ioannina and Sbkodra. From the point ofview of Istanbul, _the initiative ofVlora was 
absolutely illegal, because there had been a state and a functioning state administration in the Balkans. 

The news about the proclamation events of 28th November 1912 reached the Ottoman com­
manders only in the early days of December. Esat Halasti Pasha, fighti.rlg a battle against the Greek 
divisions in Ioannina probably ordered the arrest and the carrying off of Isınail Qemali Vlora. But 

51 The analyse is based on Katini (ed.), Qeveria e Perkohiishme, Nr.l6, pp. 32-33 and ÖllliStA PA XII. 
Türkei, Kt. 417 /Jiio.ner-Marz 1913, telegram of Lejhanec, 29 .ı 1.1912, V al ona [ without No.] 

58 See M. Çami, Grundaspelcte der albanischen nalianalen und demola·atischen Bewegung in den Jalıren 1913 bis 
1920, (Tirana, 1983), p. 13 and Ana Lalaj, ,Shpallja ·e pavaresise dhe disa aspekte te veprimtarise se qeverise e Vlores" 
Studime Historike, 34, 1997, H. 1-4, p. 100. 

59 About the role ofthe Bej families playedin theAlbanian nationbuilding see N. Clayer, Ne.fillimet e naci­
onalizmit shqiptar - Lindja e nje kombitme shumice myslimane ne Evrope. (Tirane, 2009), pp. 330, 337, 374, 499, 
500-507 and Konrad Clewing, ,Identitatspolitik und Loyalitaten: Von der Religion zur Nation", in: Geschichte Sii­
dosteuropas. Edited by Konrad Clewing 1 Oliver Jens Schmitt, (Regensburg, 20 ll), pp. 505-515, 513. 

60 Godin, Aus dem neuen Albanien, p. 35. 
61 A. Puto, Pavaresia shqiptare dhe dip/omacia e fuqive te medha (1912-1914), (Tirana, 1978), pp. 

135-136. 
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after a w hile he changed his mtention, accepting the opinion of Myfit Bej Libohova and the kadi of 
Ioannina. The two Albanian nobles argued, that the commander would have risked the loyalty of 
the rest of Albanian batallions with the arrest. Esat Halastİ sent telegrarus to .the last functioning ad­
ministrative units and ordered the officials to cooperate with the government of Qemali.62 The com­
mander of Ioannina, presumably on his own initiatives, granted Qemali Bej permission to organise 
the administration of the autonomous Albania with the restriction that the mdependence, mspired by 
Austria-Hup.gary and Italy remains unacceptable.63 

The grand visier was informed about the proclamation by Isınail Qem~li. yıora only on 3rd De­
cember ı 912. The Albanian Primeminister announced in his telegram, that a provisonal government 
had been formed by the delegates of the nation. According to Qemali the new state would mamtain 
the tight connections with the Cal i ph. ,The Albanians- wrote the Premier-want to li ve freeintheir 
own territory and they are determined to reach the status the Macedonian vilayets had aspired to 
[sic!]." Qemali carefully avoided using the word "independence" in his telegram.64 

· The answer telegram of the grand visier arrived in Vlora on 9th December. Kiamil Pasha ex­
pressed his astonishment hearing the news from Albania. According to him, the act of the procla­
mation was nothing less than a revolt against the empire. Kiamil tried to influence Qemali with a 
decree that was accepted by the Young Turk government on 23rd October ı912. The decree granted 
autonomy to whole Albania under the reign of an Ottoman prince. !smail Qemali thanked for the 
governmental proposition but he refused to accept it. According to him the proposition arrived too 
Iate: independence had been proclaimed and the future of Albania depended on the negotiations, held 
by the great powersin London.65 · 

On 11 th ofDecember 200 Turkish cavalry-men were sent from Ioannina to Vlora, to arrest Qemali 
Bej - the person however, who gave orders for the arrest has so far remained unknown. The Albanian 
Prime minister sent 50 men to impede the Turkish soldiers in the pass of Lineci.66 Fmally no armed 
conflict ensued. Qemali wrote a Ietter to the grand visier ina conciliatory tone on 18th December 1912. 
In his writing he reiterated the main reasons of the proclamation: it w as the only w ay to avoid being oc­
cupied and dismembered by the allied Balkan states. Istanbul.was also interested, added Qemali, in be­
ing allied with a friendly Albania against the hostile 'Balkan states. Besides the above mentioned facts, 
the establishment of the Albanian state was l;>ased on the national principle, agreed and emphasized by 
the Balkan Allies as well. 67 It has remained unknown whether the grand visier answered to that letter. 
It is a fact, that after sending that letter to Istanbul the Turkish authorities impeded the communication 
channels ofVlora and they contributed to the complete isolation of the port.68 · 

The Ottoman Empire singned the peace treaty in London on 30~ May ı 9 ı 3. With that act the 
Young Turk government acknowledged the right ofthe great powers to make decisions on the future 
of Albania.69 

62 ÖHHStAPAXIL Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, letter ofLejhanec, Valona, 03.12.1912, No.71.lt was the muta­
sariff ofVlora who was instructed from Istanbul to arrest Qemali as welL ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 417 /6a, 
telegram ofRudnay, Durazzo, 26.11.1912, Nr.5908. 

63 ÖJ:ffi'StA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, telegram of Lejhanec, Va1o~a, 04.12.1912, No.753. According to the 
Al b ani an historiography Esat Halastİ warmly congratulated on the proclamation of the independence on 2nd Decem­
ber 1912. Kotini ~(ed.), Qeveria e Piirkoheshme, Nr.49, 54. 

64 ÖHHStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, telegrams ofLejhanec, Valona, 04.12.1912, No.753 and 06.12.1912, 
No.l187. 

65 Vlora, Lebenserinnerungen Il, 1973, p. 26. 
66 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 41 7/6c, telegram ofLejhanec, Valona, 12.12.1912, No.2552. 
67 ÖHHStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, telegram ofLejhanec1 Valona, 18.12.1912, No.4019. 
68 ÖHHStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 417/Janner-Marz 1913, telegram of Rudnay, Durazzo, 27.02.1913, No.3772. 
69 Puto, Pavaresia shqiptare, p. 138 and Puto, Historia diplomatike, p. ll O. 
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In December of 1912 there were three Ottoman arınies and some divisions, fighting alone, cut from 
the high command, in Middle- and South-Albania. ·The fortress ofloannina, as mentioned above, was 
defended by Esat Halasti Pasha and his brother, Vehib Halasti. They led approximately 30-40.000 men 
( according to Myfit Libohova 12.000 ofthem had to beAlbanians).70 Between the river ofSlıkumbi and 
the city ofBerat were stationed the V army-corps and the rest of the Vardar-army.71 

The V army-corps was led by Kara Said Pasha. He retreated from Kumanova to Berat. Only 12.000 
men were stili alive from his troops. These soldiers were disciplined, but they were unable to fight in 
battle-line. They kept good connections with the local civilian population. Kara Said built up a more or 
less sufficiently functioning military administration in the region, and he tolerated the presence of the of­
ficials of the Vlora government. The Pasha and his last troops were the reason why the Serbian divisions 
dared not to cross the Slıkumbi and occupy South-Albania.72 

lt was 2.000 demoralised and exbausted men from Anatolia that retreated into Fier. They were 
in fully lethargy, all they wished was to returo home. The Anatolians sold their weapons and arnmu­
nition to the civilians. Their officers were unable to restore the discipl!ne. 

One division of the Vardar army, w hi ch originally was responsible for defen~g the Sancak of 
Novipazar, led by Cavid Pasha escaped from the battle-line to Albania as well. The Serbian troops 
gave chase to that very division as they reached the cost by Durres. Cavid Pasha commanded 5.000 
Turkish soldiers from Anatolia. Until May of 1913, when these troops were transported to Istanbul, 
they had been garnisoned in the area ofVlora and they had posed a permanent threat to the govern­
ment ofQemali.73· 

In Delvino 4-5 battalions were stationed, comprised mostly of Albanians and led by Meb.ı:lJ.et Ali 
Delvino Pasha. The Albanian landowner retreated from Monastir to Delvino, where he built up n:iilitary 
ad.rninistration. The Pasha did not advocate the policy of the provisional government ofVIora, but he 
also refused to tlıreaten it with an armed assault. What he intended to <!_o was nothing1ess than to cover 
the forces of Esat Halasti and to defend the coast in the area of Saranda and his family estate in Delvino. 

Under the command of Halil Bej, approximately 12.000 men were garrisoned in Leskovik in the 
last weeks ofDecember 1912 as well.74 

I smail Qemali Vlora sent numerous calls to the Albanian soldiers of the Ottoman troops in the 
first weeks of December, in which he urged them to desert from the army. That activity made the 
Ottoman officers naturally hostile toward the government ofVlora. Under the infiuence of Qemali, 
thounsands of soldiers deserted taking their weapons and ammunition with them. Although after 20th 
December the Albanian Prime minister ceased his demoralizing propaganda activity, the military 
moral of the restAlbanian soldiers of the Ottoman army was basically destroyed in the long run . 

. The Ottoman field-officers proved to be powerless against the general desertation phenomenon: 
they tried to discipline their so Idiers with martiallaw and amnesty- but in vain.75 There had been origi-

70 ÖHHStA PA Xll. Türkei, Kt. 417 /6c, telegram of Lejhanec, Valona, 03.12.1912, No.568. 
71 The data about the military events and the Ottoman army stern from: KA Militarkanzlei Seiner Miıjestat 

(KA MKSM), 18- 1/7 (Kt. 1095.), 18- 1/7-5 de 1913, Wien, 27.03.1913, K.Nr.2360. Beilage: Bruno Thomas: Bericht 
über Albanien. I. Die gegenwiirtigen Verhiiltnisse in Albanien 1913, 2. 10-14 and Jobann Hofi:nann: Bericht über 
A1banien 1913. 5. 8-10, 28. 

72 ÖHHStAPAXll. Türkei, Kt. 415/5r, telegram ofLejhanec, Valona, 07.01.1913, Nr.3848. 
73 Djordje Mili c, ,The Albanians and Serbia during the Balkan Wars", in: East Central European Society and 

the Balkan Wars, Edited by Bela K. K.i.raly 1 Dimitrije Djordjevic, (New York, 1987), p. 174 and C. Sax, Naclıtrag 
zur Geschichte des Machtveifalls der Türkei. (Wien, 1913), p. 642. 

1~ ÖHHStAPAXll. Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, telegram ofLejhanec, Valona, 05.12.1912, No.ll71. 
15 ÖHHStAPAXll. Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, telegram ofLejhanec, Valona, 26.12.1912, No.5354. 
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nally ı 2 of the Al b ani an redif-batallions in Ioannina. After receiving the calls of Qemali it w as only two 
of them that refused to leave the trench es. The majority of the professional nizam-units, comprised of 
Albanians, contipued fighting against the Greek army till the ceasefire of 3rd December 19 ı 2. (It must 
be stres sed, that a significant number of the Al b ani an soldiers who had deserted from I o annina appeared 
la ter in Çameria, in their home country in order to fight against the irregular Greek units. It was another 
group of the deserted soldiers that assembled between Gjirokastra and Delvino. They decided to return 
under the command of Esat Halastİ in January of 1913.)16 

The Ottoman troops garnisoned in Middle-Albania denoted more seri_o~s. threat to the power of 
Isınail Qemali than those of Ioannina. They were theoretically ab le to liquidate the new and rebel­
lious Albanian state administration. The Ottoman field-offi.cers in Berat were hostile toward Qemali, 
but at the same time they were fully aware of the reality: their troops were unable to fight and they 
had to survive the rest time of the war in Albania. The Turkish field-offi.cers did not want to risk a 
military conflict with the government ofVIora.77 

It was 3-4.000 armedAlbanians that deserted from Berat till March of 1913. The rest of the Al­
banian offi.cers remained under the command of Kara Said and sent several lerters to Qemali in which 
they assured the Prime minister of their loyalty. They showed readiness to inform Qemali of all the 
news that would come to their knowledge.78 The Primeminister did his best to keep the Anatelian 
soldiers ata distance from Vlora. He attempted to persuade the Turkish commanders ofBerat of the 
general capitulation. At the same time Qemali urged the governments of the Adriatic powers to be 
ready to transport the Anatelian troops from Albania to Istanbul. 79 

The Young Turk government did not accept the secession of Albania. Since the government of 
Istanbul refused to negotiate with Qemali, it seemed more effective to mobilize the Muslim popula­
tion and to elaborate new plan s b as ed on the ir feelings and attitudes. It w as in J anuary of 1913 that an 
idea appeared that hel d the best hopes for being realized. The grand visier wafıted to sendAl baDian 
offi.cers and so Idiers of the imperial army to Albania. He wanted them to organize irregular troops 
modelledon the Macedonian VMRO, and to spark offuprisings against the government ofVlora and 
the allied armies of the Balkan states in the spring.80 · 

Probably du e to the military actions of winter and early spring there was no time to carry out the 
plan outlin ed above. The military operations of the Greek, Montenegrin and Serbian armies forced 
the Ottoman high command to withdraw their last troops from Albania. 81 But as a matter of fact not 
until the fall ofShkodra were the military positions ofthe empire undermined in the West-Balkan. 

It was the very moment of the outbreak of the Second Balkan War thaftb.e Young Turk govem­
ment had a gleam ofhope to carry out the Albanian plans. Dozens of officers travelled from Istanbul 
to Albanian territories,82 of whom the most well-known was Arif Hikmet. It must be stressed that 
these offi.cers were ab le to began their work w ith the assistance of Serbia. The infiuence their activity 
exercised on the Albanian events of 1913 however, was not significant. 

16 T.he accurate strength is unknown. ÖIDIStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 420/6f, report of Bilinski, Janina, 
04.03.1913;No.9. 3-4. 

11 Koti.ııi (ed.), Qeveria e Perkohiislune, p. 11. 
78 ÖHHStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, telegram ofLejhanec, Valona, 18.12.1912, No.4008. 
19 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 41 7/6c, telegrams of Lejhanec, Valona, 01.12.1912, No.204 and 03.12.1912, 

No.568 and No.598. 
80 'öHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 420/6f, telegram of Pallavicin.i, Pera, 68.02.1913, No.ll30. and i.e. Kt. 

422/6k, report ofPallavicio.i, Konstantinopel, 27.02.1913, No.l2G. 
81 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 423/6r, telegram ofPallavicio.i, Pera, 05.05.1913, No.1409. 
82 ÖHHStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 422/6g, telegram ofRudnay, Durazzo, 13.07.1913, No.2430. 
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The creation of Qemali 's Albania put the Albanians, who were on duty either as state o:fficials or as 
military officers, in an awkward position. The procfamation of independence exposed, for instance, the 
Albanians dwelling in Anatolla and Syria to serious incidents. The Albanian citizens of vilayetsAydin 
and Syria were regularly pestered by the local authorities and the Turkish population during 1913.83 It 
was the local consulates of Austria-Hungary and Italy that protested against the witnessed and proved 
atrocoties (arrests and expels) and mayhems.84 From the point ofview of the international law and trea­
ties none of the great powers had the right to have their say in the inner policy ofistanbuL Despite this 
fact they were ab le to influence the Turkish authorities because it was the navies of the Adriatic powers 
that transported the Anatolian soldiers home from Albania. 85 

. In the first days ofDecember the Albanians living in Istanbul refused to take the fact seriously that 
the independence of Albania had been proclaimed. They considered the act as an adventurous political 
step of Isınail Qemali Vlora on his own initiative. In their opinion the Albanian independence should 
have been proclaimed only in two cases: when the proclamation would have been forced by a succesful 
general uprising or in case the majority of the Albanians would have wanted to be seceded from the 
Empire.86 After several days however, having retjıought the unbelievable alterations of the year 1912, 
Halil Gjirokastra Pasha, chairman of the Albanian national cl u b in the capital, turned. directly to Count 
Hınos Pallavicini, the arnbassadar of Austria-Hungary, and asked him whether the proclamation had 
been inspired or ~otivated by the Adriatic powers. In case of a confirmatory answer the Albanian club 
would request advice how to cope with the changed situation. Acc<_>tding to Halil the Albanians ofistan­
bul had advocated the idea of the autonomy but now they showed readiness to accept the independece 
in case Austria-Hllİlgary would play the role of a protector over Albania.87 

The Young Turk government and the reactions from the press however forced the leadership of 
the national club to reconsider its views. Being afraid of the authorities and security fqrces Haiil Pa­
sha reverted to his former po int of view and he was fully intent on proving his loyalty to the Empire. 
He suggested in April 1913 that Albania, remaining under the suzereuity of the Sultan, be ruled by a 
prince from the Ottoman dinasty. This idea was elaborated on by the teadership of the club and was 

n sent both to the Young Turk government and to the participiants of the conference in London as a 
memorandum. 88 

W e are far from being well-informed as to w hat alterations were exactly caused by the independ­
ence proclamation in the everyday life ofthoseAlbanians being on duty as public officials or officers 
ofthe Empire inAnatolia or Asia. 

One of the most intriguing life was undoubtedly led by Ahmet !zzet Pasha, bom in Ohri.d (1867-
1937).89 !zzet Pasha belonged to those high commanders whose loyalty. was basically connecte~ to 
their imperial consciousness. (To put it differently they refused to accept the modem national ideas of 
be ing an Al b ani an or a Turkish.) According to the memoirs of !zzet he had opposed the violent policy of 

83 The Alban.ian civilians of the vilayets mentioned above were mostly former soldiers, viloently resetti ed 
rebells, migrant workers or c1erks and officers. The Alban.ians of Anatolia and Syria dealt mainly with shepherding, 
handicrafts and grape-growing. According to the esteem of the Austro-Hungarian consuls 1800 Alban.ian lived in 
Smyrna, and 3210 in vilayetAydin without the new immigrants from the Balkans. ÖlffiStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt: 206, 
report ofPallavicin.i, Konstantimipoly, 1913.09.23., Nö.55G., Beilage 2.: Liste der bisher verhafteten resp. ausgewie­
senen Albanesen. 

84 ÖlffiStA PA XII. Türkei, Kt. 206, report and telegram of Pallavicini, Konstantinopel, 30.07.1913, No. 
CXXX. and Jen.iköj, 21.09.1913, No.3725. 

85 ÖlffiStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 206, report ofPallavicini, Konstantinopel, 1913.09.23., No.55G. 
86 ÖlffiStA PA XII. Türk ei, Kt. 417 /6c, letter of Pallavicin.i, Konstantinopel, 03.12.1912, No.91- l. 
87 ÖlffiStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 417/6c, telegram ofPallavicin.i, Konstantinopel, 04.12.1912, No.744. 
88 ÖlffiStAPAXII. Türkei, Kt. 421/6f, report ofPallavicini, Konstantinopel, 24.04.1913, No.23. 
89 Godin, Aus dem neuen Albanien, p. 117. 
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Mahmut Şevket Pas ha from 19 ı O onwards, so he deemed the Al b ani an uprisings of19 10-ı 912 against 
the Young Turk govermnent as righteous. 90 As a consuequence of the independence proclamation, du e 
to his Albanian origin, he was considered as a suspicious person in the Istanbul political circles and he 
was isolated. Since he was loyal to the Empire he went to Jemen as a volunteer to fight against local 
rebels in the spring of 191391 and refused to influence theAlbanian-Turkish relations. Due to his origin, 
rank and his personal prestige !zzet became a suitable pretender of the youngturk government for the 
Albanian t4rone later. His coup d'etat however proved to be a failure in January of 1914.92 !zzet Pasha 
fought as a high commander of the Ottoman and Turkish Armies during the First World War and in the 
regional war with Greece after 19ı8. In the interwar period he lived and died inAnatolia. 

The reaction of Ressul Bej from Gjirokastra (?-?), the Ottoman general cansul in Sarajevo, was 
significantly different from that of !zzet Pasha. The general cansul was in duty for decades. The 
archival sources of Vienna strongly suggest that he always sympathised with the Albanian national 
movement, but at the same time his sympathy did not prevent him from earning his living as a state 
o:ffi.ciat.93 The proclamation of independence forced him to take a decision, because his Albanian 
origin made his position uncertain in the diplamatic corps of the Empire. From the very beginning 
of the First Balkan War he regularly visited the Austro-Hungarian o:ffi.cials in Sarajevo in order to 
discuss with them ,the Albanian case". During these discussions it turned out that Ressul Bej was 
an enthusiastic believer of an independent Albania, led by a dinasty from Europe and being under 
the protectorate of Austria-Hungary. It must be stressed however, that in cas e the Empire had proved 
to be able to protect his territorial integrity, the general cansul would absolutely have been ready to 
continue his career in the Ottoman diplamatic corps. 94 

The connections between the independent Albania and the disintegrating Ottoman Empire were 
considerably ı:quddled and unclarified in ı 9 ı 3. A significant number of the Albanian politicians had 
desired and chased the independence since the outbreak of the First Balkan War, while the majority 
of the Muslim population had got a positive attitude to the empire. The Ottoman state administration 
did notyet collapse totallyin the territory ofAlbania until June ofl913, on the contrary, it was run by 
the imperial officials parallel with the new Albanian state ad:r;ııinistration, built up by the provisional 
government of Vlora. Both the banuers of Albani"" and the empire waved over the settlements. The 
last i.mperial troops w ere stili present and the religious symbols of the empire and the Caliph could 
have been seenon the rooftops or walls ofprivate houses as well.95 The majority of the civil popu­
lation refused to take the independence proclamation seriously. What is more, they were not aware 
in general what had been go ing on the Balk:an-peninsula. The Muslim population of the independent 
Albania first faced with the consequences of the secession from the empire oıiıy ·in the autumn of 
1913 and it was partly due to this recognition that the delayed peasant uprising ofMiddle-Albania 
broke out in May of 1914. 

90 A.. Izzet,Denkwiirdigkeiten des Marschalls !zzet Pascha, (Leipzig, İ927), pp. 122-123. 
91 KA'MKFF, Kt. 192, report ofPomiankowsky, Konstantinopel, 27.02.1913, Res.Nr.58. 
92 See the coup d'etat of Bekir Grebena on Januaıy 1914. Arkivi ilnstitutit te Histarise teAkademise te Shken­

cave Fondi i Arkivit te Loodres (FO 320)-A 48, report ofLamb, 10.01.1914, No.8. and !zzet, Denkwiirdigkeiten .. . , 
pp. 231- 232. 

93 \ KA MKFF, Hauptreihe (1913), Akt. 97/26, report ofPotiorek, Sarajevo, 28.05.1913, Res.Nr.5872. 
94 KA Nachlösse und Sammlımgen, B 1450, NachlaB Conrad, Akt. 80/10. report ofPotiorek to Conrad, Sara­

jevo, 05.01.1913, Res.Nr.106. ,Verhaltoisse inAlbaoien", Beilage: Aide memoire, 1-5. 
95 KA MKSM, 18- V7 (Kt. 1095.), 18-1/7-5 de 1913, Wien, 27.03.1913, K.Nr.2360. Beilage: Thomas: Bericht 

über Albaoien, 2. 16-17. 
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