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YUNAN AYAKLANMASI GUNLERINDE MORA'DAKI
TURKLER NASIL YOK EDILDILER?

SALAHI R. SONYEL

Mora'da Rus-Grek diizenleri

"Peloponez (Peloponisos)” adiyla da anilan Mora Yarimadas:, ilkin Sul-
tan Beyazit I tarafindan 1397'de Bizanshlardan alinarak kismen Osmanh
Imparatorlugu'na baglaniyor; Yunanistanin her yaninda, Katolik Litinlerin
zulmii alunda inleyen Ortodoks Hiristiyan Grekler, 1460'da Mora'y1 timiiyle
fetheden Sultan II. Mehmet'i bir kurtanc olarak karsihiyorlard:'. 1698'de im-
zalanan Karlofca Antlagmasi'yla, Osmanhlar, Mora'yn Venediklilere vermek
zorunda kaliyor; ama 1718'de aktedilen Pasarofca Antlasmasi'ndan sonra,
Mora, yeniden Osmanh egemenligine geciyordu®. Yunanistan tarihi uzmam
olan ve simdi hayatta olmayan Profesor Dr. Douglas Dakin, Unification of
Greece, 1770-1923 (Yunanistan'in Birlesmesi) adh kitabinda soyle der:

‘Mora'nin (Grek) sakinleri, yeniden kurulan Tiirk yénetimini Ve-
nediklilerin yonetimine tercih ediyorlardi, ¢linkii vergiler daha ha-
fifti; yonetim daha az yetenekli olmakla birlikte daha ilimliyd: ve
kéfir (yani Osmanli), Roma Katoligine oranla daha ¢ok tolerans
sahibi idi",

Osmanlilar Mora'da bir pasalik (vilayet) kuruyor; 400.000 kadar Grek'in
yasadig bu ilde, zamanla 50.000 kadar Tiirk ve 6teki Misliiman da yasam
siirmeye bashyordu. Grekler ve &zellikle kentlerde yasayanlar, tiim rahathk-
larina kargin Car Deli Petro zamaninda Ruslarla diizen cevirmeye bashyor;
Rus ajanlar Mora'y1 dolagarak halki isyana kiskirtyor ve Bizans Imparatorlu-

1F. Babinger: Mehmed der Eroberer und seine Zeit, Munich, 1853, s. 195; Selahattin
Sahsik: Tiirk-Yunan [liskileri Tarihi ve Etniki Eterya, istanbul, 1968, s. 17.

2 Douglas Dakin: The Greek struggle for independence, 1821-1833 (Yunan bagimsiziik
savasim), Londra, 1973, s. 5.

3Douglas Dakin: Unification of Greece, 1770-1923, (Yunanistan'n Birlesmesi), Londra,
1972, s. 10.
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gu'nun diriltilmesi igin yapilan bu diizenler, Imparatorice II. Katerina do-
neminde de stirtip gidiyordu™.

Fransiz-Grek diizenleri

1789 yihinda patlak veren Fransiz Ihtilali, Ortodoks Hiristiyan Rum top-
lum énderlerinden bazilarimi oldukea etkiliyor; Rus Can ve dgeleriyle cevir-
mekte olduklan diizenlerde basari saglayamayan bu 6nderler, Napolyon Bo-
napart'in sahnede belirmesi {izerine, timitlerini Fransa'ya aktariyorlardi. O
sirada Balkanlar'da dolasmakta olan Fransiz ajanlar, Grekleri durmadan kig-
kirtiyor; Fransiz koruyuculugu alinda 6zerklik veya bagimsizlik sézleriyle on-
lar1 celiyorlardi®. Napolyon'un sayginhig Grekler arasinda o kadar yayili-
yordu ki, giiney Mora'daki Mani bélgesinin Rum kadinlan, onun resmini, ev-
lerindeki putlarin koleksiyonuna ekliyorlardi®.

Ancak, ingiliz ordulan Baskomutan: Wellington Dik'i, 1815 yili Hazi-
raninda Napolyon'u Waterloo'da yenilgiye ugraunca, Grekler, iimitlerini
yine Carlik Rusyasi'na baghyor; Car I. Aleksander'in Rum asilli disisleri ba-
ka1 John (loannis) Kapodistrias'tan yardim gérmeyi iimit ediyor?; dis tilke-
lerde gizli tedhis ve ihtilal orgiitleri kurmaya, gazete ve dergiler yayinlamaya
bashyorlardi.

Grek ihtilil ve tedhis orgiitleri
Bu orgiitlerden Athena adlisi, Yunanistan'a, Fransa'nin yardimiyla, Pho-

enix adlisi da Rusya'nin yardimiyla bagimsizhik saglamaya {imit ediyordu;
ama, bu iki 6rgiitten daha azih ve hirsh bir 6rgiit olarak, 1814'te, Odesa'da,

AN Jorga: Geschichte des Osmanischen Reiches, Gotha, 1908-13, c. IV, s. 30 ve 178 L.
Burkhardt: Travels in Syria and the Holy Land (Suriye ve Kutsal Yerlerde geziler), Londra,
1822, s. 4; Steven Runciman: The Great Church in captivity, (Yace Kilise esarette), Cambridge,
1968, s. 337; Lord Kinross: The Ottoman Centuries - the rise and fall of the Ottoman Empire,
(Osmanh yizyllar: - Osmanh Imparatorlugu’nun yiikselisi ve ytkimu), Londra, 1977, s. 365;
Ismail Hakks Uzuncarsih: Osmanli Tarihi, Ankara, 1972-83, 5. 71 ve 391 vd.; William Miller: The
Ottoman Empire and its successors, 1801-1927 (Osmanh Imparatorlugu ve varisleri) 4 cilt,
Londra, 1966, s. 7 ve 26; Stanford |. Shaw ve Ezel Kural Shaw: History of the Ottoman Empire
and Modern Turkey, (Osmanh imparamrlugu ve Modern Tirkiye'nin Tarihi), Cambridge,
1977, c. 1 5. 2489; ayr. bkz. Lionel Kochan ve Richard Abraham: The making of Modern Russia
(Modern Rusya'min kurulusu), Londra, 1990.

5 Miller, s. 4-5; Runciman, s. 392-3; Dakin: Greek struggle..., s. 27; Benjamin Braude ve
Bernard Lewis: Christians and Jews in the Ottoman Empire (Osmanh Imparatorlugu'nda
Hiristiyanlar ve Museviler), C. 1, New York, 1982, s. 18-9.

8 Dakin: Greek suruggle..., s. 27.

7 Runciman, s. 396-8.
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Filiki Eteria kuruluyor; aralarinda Balkan Hiristiyanlar1 da olmak lizere, tiim
'Helenleri' kapsayacak bir ayaklanma kiskirtmak icin eyleme geciyor®; bu
tedhis 6rgiitiiniin pengesi, 1818 yili Ekim ayinda Kibris'a kadar uzamyordu.
O tarihte, Eteria'min Misir ve Kibnis gizli ajani, Metsovolu Dimitrios Ipatros,
Kibris'a giderek, baspiskopos Kiprianos'u orgiite liye kaydediyor ve ondan
maddi ve manevi yardim sozii aliyordu®.

Yunan ayaklanmasimin bashca kiskirtcilan, Yunanistan'in disinda yasa-
yan ve Avrupa'daki akimlara benzer uluscu bir akim yaratmak hevesine ka-
pilmus olan "dis Helenler" (apodimi Ellines)'di. Ayaklanmay ilk baslatan ve
finanse edenler de onlardi. Ancak, Filiki Eteria, bu akimin 6nciiliigiinii tist-
leniyor; her yana bir ahtapot gibi yayiliyor; Osmanh Imparatorlugu'nda genis
kapsamli bir ayaklanma planhyordu'®. O siralarda adalar ve Mora'daki Rus
konsoloslar, Grekler arasinda diizen ¢evirerek onlan ayaklanmaya kiskirti-
yor; Greklere yurtseverlik duygusu agilamaya calisiyorlarda.

Ne var ki, ayaklanmanin éngiinlerinde, Osmanli imparatorlugu'ndaki
Rumlar génencg ve dirlik i¢inde yasam siiriiyor; varhikh ve egitim gormis
olanlara devlet kapilan acihiyordu. imparatorlukta Rumlarin ¢ogunlukta ol-
duklan bélgelerde onlarin kendi belediyeleri, devletten miidahale olmadan
calisiyor; merkezi Istanbul'da bulunan Rum Ortodoks Patrikhanesi, impara-
torlugun yénetimine katilan imtiyazh bir kurulus haline geliyordu!!. Oyleyse
Yunan ayaklanmasi nicin patlak verdi?

Sabirh ve kararh bir padisah olan II. Mahmut, yillardan beri zayifla-
makta olan Osmanh Imparatorlugu'nu yeniden dinglestirmek icin eyleme
gegince, Yanya Valisi Tepedelenli Ali Pasa ile arasi aciliyor; onun 1820'de
padisaha karsi ayaklanmasi, Yunan ayaklanmasina da neden oluyordu. Ali
Pasa'min baskaldirmasindan yararlanan Grek asiler, Tiirklerin giiclinii bol-
mek icin ivedilikle harekete geciyorlardi 2.

8 Emmanuel Protopsaltis: I Filiki Eteria, Atina, 1964, s. 19-20: ayr.bkz. S.R. Sonyel:
Minorities and the destruction of the Ottoman Empire (Azinhklar ve Osmanh
fmpam:orlug'u'nnn parcalanmasi), Ankara, 1993, s. 1, 21 ve 68; N. Botsaris: Visions balkaniques
das la préparation de la révolution grecque, 1789-1821, Paris, 1962, s. 83-100.

9 John T.A. Koumoulides: Cyprus and the war of Greek indepennce, 1821-1829 (Kibns ve
Yunan bagimsizhik savag1), Atina, 1971, s. 69-70.

10 Sonyel, s. 173.

1 William St. Clair: That Greece might still be free - the Philhellenes in the war of
independence (Yunanistan'in ézgurlagi icin - .bagimsizhk savasinda Helen Yandaslan),
Londra, 1972, s. 7; David Howarth: The Greek adventure - Lord Byron and other eccentrics in
the war of independence (Yunan maceras: - bagimsizhk savaginda Lord Byron ve oteki
eksentrikler), Londra, 1976, 5. 19; Dakin: Greek struggle..., s. 18-9.

1281, Clair, s. 9-10; Dakin: Unification..., s. 43; Sahsik, 5. 154.
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Basta vali Hursit Pasa olmak tizere, Mora'daki Osmanh yetkililer, Grekler
arasindaki akimin farkina varinca, Tripolitsa kentinde toplanarak, yerel
Grekleri, silahlarim yetkililere teslime ve bazi Grek 6nderleri durumu kendi-
leriyle goriismek tizere, kisisel olarak Tripolitsa'ya gitmeye cagiriyorlardi.
Ancak, bu Grek 6nderler, verilen emre karsi cikiyor ve ayaklanmay korikli-
yorlardi. Yunanlilar, Mora'daki ayaklanmay 6 Nisan 1821'de su sloganla bag-
lanyorlardi: "Mora'da tek bir Tiirk birakilmamalidir”. Asiler, bu slogana ta-
mamen uyacak ve tiim Tirk ve 6teki Miisliimanlan yok etmeye baslayacak-
lardir's,

Yunan ayaklanmasi nasil bagladi?

Ayaklanma sbéyle baslamisur: 1819'da Filiki Eteria'ya tiye kaydedilmis
olan Patras metropoliti Yermanos, Tripolitsa'ya gitmek i¢in almis oldugu
emirden kaygilanarak yola cikiyor; bir dag kent olan Kalavrita'ya yakin Ayia
Lavra manastirinda konakliyor; orada, kendisi gibi, ne yapacaklarina karar
veremeyen Oteki piskoposlarla bulusuyor; sonunda, Tiirklerin kendilerini
hapse atacaklan veya éldiirecekleri yolunda bizzat bir mektup sahteleyerek
orada bulunanlara okuyor; halkin arasinda bas gdsteren coskudan yararlana-
rak, 6 Nisan 1821'de isyan bayragim ¢ekiyor ve Grekleri sildh aluna ¢agri-
yordu. Asilerin ilk bayraklarinin iizerinde, alt iiste getirilmis bir hillin veya
kesilmis bir Tiirk kafasinin tizerinde bir hag¢'1 tespit ediyordu'.

Metropolit, 6teki piskoposlarla birlikte Patras'a dénerek, orak, sopa ve
kamalar tagiyan ve sayilan gittikge kabaran ayak takimi onlara eslik ediyordu.
Piskoposlar, gecilen her yerde, Grek giiruhu, "dinsiz Miislitmanlan yok et-
meye" kiskiruyor; kleftes olarak amilan haydutlarla armatoli olarak anilan
Grek ug bekcileri, daglardan inerek Tiirk kéylerini yagmalamaya baghyor-
lardi. Cok gecmeden, ayaklanmanin elebaslan, asiler tizerindeki etkilerini yi-
tiriyor; tiim iilke, her yan1 kasip kavuran silahl asilerin eline geciyordu. ingi-
liz yazar William St. Clair'a gore, Grekler arasindaki bu "vahsice 6¢ alma isti-
yaki, cok ge¢meden katletme zevkine déniisiiyordu". David Howarth adh
baska bir Ingiliz yazar da, "Grekler, bu cinayetleri islerken, herhangi bir ne-
den aramiyorlardi. Kan dokme sehvetine kapildiklan icin dldiirtiyorlard:”
der'®. Bu sirada, Patras'taki Rus konsoloslugu, Filiki Eteria ile Mora'daki Ete-

13 Kinross, a.g.e., s. 444; Miller, a.g.e., 5. 72.
4 gt Clair, s. 9 ve 27: ayr. bkz., Dakin, a.g.e, 5. 59; Miller, s. 71.
15 8¢, Clair, s. 12; Howarth, s. 28.
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ria ajanlan arasinda yapilan yazigmalan kolaylasturiyor; asilerle Rus hitkimet
arasinda baglant kuruyordu .

Tiirkler yok ediliyor

1821 y1h Mart ayinda, Mora'da 50.000'e yaklasik Miisliman'in yasadig
tahmin edilir. Bunlarin arasinda kadin ve ¢ocuklar da vardi. Bir ay kadar
sonra Grekler paskalyalarin1 kutlarken, Mora'da tek bir Miisliiman kalma-
misti. Aralanindan pek az sayida kisi kacarak, miistahkem kentlere siginmis-
larsa da, achik ¢ekmeye baslamiglardi. Her yanda 6ldiiriilen Tiirklerin go-
miilmemis cesetleri ¢liriiyordu. Yine ingiliz yazar St. Clair $6yle der: "Yuna-
nistan'in Tirkleri pek az iz birakular. 1821 yihi ilkbahaninda ani olarak, tii-
miiyle ve diinyanin haberi olmadan, yok edildiler".

St. Clair s6yle devam eder:

"20.000'1 askin Tiirk erkek, kadin ve cocuk, birkac¢ hafta siiren bo-
gazlamalar sirasinda Grek komsulan tarafindan katledildiler. Onlar
kasten ve vicdan azabi duyulmadan Sldiriildiler... Ciftliklerde veya
tecrit edilmis toplumlar halinde yasayan Tirk aileler, kisa bir
siirede Olduriildiiler; yakilan evleri, cesetlerinin tizerine yikildi.
Olaylar baslayinca evlerini birakarak en yakindaki kente siginmaya
calisanlar da, Grek giiruh tarafindan yollarda éldirildiiler. Kiigiik
kentlerde, Tiirkler, evlerine kapanarak kendilerini korumaya calis-
tilar, ama pek az1 kurtulabildi. Baz: yerlerde achifa dayanamayarak,
hayatlarinin bagislanacagina dair onlara s6z veren asilere teslim
oldular, ama yine de oldiiriildiiler. Ele gecirilen Tiirk erkekler
derhal éldiiriiliiyor, kadinlarla ¢ocuklar koéle olarak asilere dagiuh-
yor, ama daha sonra onlar da éldiiriiliiyorlarda.

Mora'nin her yaninda, sopa, orak ve tiifeklerle silihli Grek asiler,
cevreyi dolasarak 6ldiiriiyor, yagmaliyor ve atese veriyorlardi. Cogu
kez Ortodoks papazlar, onlara énderlik ediyor ve bu sézde 'kutsal'
eylemlerinde onlan kiskirnyorlardi" '®.

Rum Ortodoks Kilisesi'nin tarihini yazan Ingiliz yazar Steven Runciman,
kilisenin Basil (Vasili) gibi biiyiik babalarimin, 1821'de Mora'da isyan bayra-

153 Charles A. Frazee: The Orthodox Church and independent Greece, 1821-51 (Ortodoks
Kilisesi ve bagimsiz Yunanistan), Cambridge, 1869, s. 13.
16 ¢, Clair, s. 1; Miller, s. 72.
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gin1 ceken piskoposlarin bu hareketinden tiksinti duyacaklarim kaydeder",
Bu, Yunanhlarin bagimsizlik veya kurtulus savas: degildi; Tiirklere ve 6teki
Miisliimanlara karsi baglaulmis olan bir yok etme savasiydi ve baghca
kiskirucilar, Rum Ortodoks Hiristiyanlards.

Ayaklanma baglar baglamaz, Grek haydut Petros Mavromihalis, 6teki
adiyla Petrobey, ¢apulculanyla birlikte daglardan inerek, liman kent olan
Kalamata'ya giriyor ve Patras'taki gliruhu gélgede birakacak bir sekilde bii-
tiin Misliman erkekleri dldiiriiyor; geng kadin ve ¢ocuklan kole olarak sati-
yordu. Bu "zaferi" kutlamak icin kentteki irmagin kenarinda 24 papaz ayin
diizenliyordu. Kalamata feldketini, Patras ve Livatya'daki biittin Miisliimanla-
rin katli izliyordu’®.

Diri olarak ategte yakilan Tiirkler

Nisan ayinda Hidra, Spetsa ve Psara adalarninin Grek sakinleri asilere ka-
tiliyor; Osmanl bayragim tasiyan gemilere saldiriyor; gemicileri yakalayarak
oldiiriiyor veya denize auyorlardi. Mekke'ye Hacca gitmekte olan birgok
Miisliimanlarn da yakalayarak oldiriiyorlardi. St. Clair, Howarth ve Miller
gibi Ingiliz yazarlanin anlatuklarina gére, bir Tiirk gemisinin 57 tayfas: yaka-
lanarak, zafer qigliklar arasinda Hidra adasina gotiriliiyor ve orada, sa-
hilde, diri olarak ateste yakiliyorlard:'.

Tesalya, Makedonya ve Halkidiki'de bircok Grekler ayaklanmaya kaul -
yor ve acimasizca Tiirklere saldiriyorlardi. Baz1 bolgelerde asi 6nderler, bii-
tiin Greklerin ayaklanmaya kaulmalarini saglamak amaciyla Tiirkleri kasten
kirnmdan geciriyorlardi. Tiirk komsularimi gaddarca éldiren alelide Grek
koyliiler, bu ayaklanmay dinsel yok etme olarak goériiyor; onlara énderlik
eden piskoposlarla papazlar da aym goriis ve duygulan paylasiyorlardi®.

Monemvasia ve Navarin kinmlan

1821 yihi Agustos ayinda, sarilmis bulunan Monemvasia adli kii¢iik ken-
tin Misliimanlan, achga ve hastahifa dayanamayarak, asilere teslim olduklar

17 Runciman, s. 411.

18 Sonyel, s. 1756.

19 ¢, Clair, 5. 1-2; Howarth, s. 30-31; ayr. bkz. Miller, ag.e.,s. 72.
20 St Clair, 5. 9.
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halde, gaddarca bogazlaniyor; bu olaylar, Bati Avrupa'da "liberalizmin ve Hi-
ristiyanligin bir zaferi" olarak ilan ediliyordu?!. Birkag giin sonra, Navarin
Miislimanlar: da aym akibete ugruyor; 2.000 ile 3.000 aras: Miisliiman 6ldii-
riilityordu. Tiirk kadinlar ¢iplaularak alun esya bulmak icin tizerleri arani-
yor; kurtulmak icin denize atlayan bazi kadinlar suda vurularak éldirtiliyor;
Miisliitman ¢ocuklar, denize atularak bogduruluyor; yavrular ise, annelerin-
den koparilarak, kayalara carpmak suretiyle canlarina kiyiliyordu. Yan ¢iplak
ve korku icinde canli tutulan Musliiman kiz ve erkek ¢ocuklar, daha sonra
fahise olarak satisa cikarihiyor; bazilar aklini oynatmis bir halde yikintlar
arasinda dolasip duruyorlardi®.

Cok ge¢cmeden Mora'daki kentleri, surlar disinda basi kesik cesetlerin
cliriimesinden meydana gelen bir koku sariyor; basibos képekler ve vahsi
kuslar, cesetleri pargaliyor; 6lii dolu kuyulardaki sular zehirleniyor; veba sal-
gini bas gosteriyordu. Her yanda, iskeletlesmis ve korku icinde bulunan Miis-
liitman genc kiz ve erkek cocuklar, yan ¢iplak bicimde inliyorlardi. Bu arada
Navarin Grekleri, orada vuku bulan korkung kirimi éviinerek anlatiyorlard.
Greklerden birisi, 18 Tirk't 6ldirdiiglinii 6viinerek acikliyor; baska birisi, 9
kadin ve ¢cocugu yataklarinda bicaklayarak nasil 6ldiirdiigiinii anlanyordu.

Bu acimasiz katiller, kisa bir siire énce irzlarina gecerek, kol ve bacakla-
rim1 kestikten sonra surlardan asagi atuklar kadinlarin cesetlerini, Helen sa-
vina yardimeci olmak tizere Avrupa'dan gelmis bulunan goniillilere gururla
gosteriyorlard1®. Ama bu korkung sahneler Avrupali goniilliler tizerinde iyi
izlenim birakmiyor, onlarda ok ve tiksinti duygulari uyandinyordu. Alman-
yali Lieber, géniilliileri, hala hayatta olan ve irzlarina tecaviiz edilen bu ka-
dinlara tasalliit etmeye cagiran Grek asilere kars: ne kadar nefret ve tiksinti
duyduklarin anlatir®,

Tripolitsa kirimi

Mora'da Tirk valinin ikamet ettigi ve 35.000 Tirk, Arnavut, Musevi ve
oteki sakinlerden olusan Tripolitsa kentinde, 5 Ekim 1821'de yapilan ve iki

2l The Examiner, 1831, 2/632.
22 gt Clair, s. 41-2; Howarth, s. 56-8; Miller, s. 76; George Finlay: History of the Greek
revolution (Yunan ihtlalinin tarihi), Edinburgh, 1861, c. 1, s. 263.
BEV. Byern: Bilder aus Griechenland und der Levant, Berlin, 1833, s. 58.
21 Franz Lieber: Tagebuch meines Aufenthaltes in Griechenland, Leipsig, 1823, s. 73;
St. Clair, s. 83.
Belleten C. LXII, 8
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giin siiren kinm sonunda 10.000 kisi 6ldiiriilityor; onlarin ¢ogunun kafalan
kesilerek viicutlar1 parcalamiyordu®. Paralarim gizledikleri sanilan Miislii-
manlara iskence yapiliyor ve St. Clair'la Howarth, Ingiliz Somiirgeler Bakan-
Iig1 ile Disisleri Bakanhif raporlarina gore, "kollariyla ayaklan kesilerek
ateste yavasca yakihiyorlardi". Hamile kadinlara neler yapildigini tahmin
edebilirsiniz.

Cogu kadinlardan olusan 2.000’e yaklasik tutsak, biisbiitiin soyularak,
kentin disindaki bir vadiye siiriiliiyor ve orada 6ldiiriiliiyordu. Bu olaydan
sonra, haftalarca aclik icinde kivranan Miisliiman ¢ocuklar, {imitsizlik icinde
suraya buraya kosuyor; cosku icinde olan ve agizlari képiiren Grek asiler ta-
rafindan bogazlanmiyor veya vurularak dldiiriiliiyordu?. Yunan tarihinin s6zde
"kahramanlar" arasinda yer alan bas ¢apulcu Thedoros Kolokotronis de, bu
korkung kinim ve yagmalara zevkle katuliyordu®.

Tripolitsa kirimi sirasinda kentte bulunan ve aralaninda Iskogyali Albay
Thomas Gordon da olan Avrupali subaylar, oradaki tiiyler Grpertici sahne-
lere sahit oluyor ve bazilari, daha sonra bu olaylar biitiin cirkinlikleriyle an-
lanyorlardi. Albay Gordon, bu Helen/Grek/Yunan/Rum barbarliklarindan
o kadar tiksiniyordu ki, Greklerin hizmetinden cekiliyordu. Bu sahnelere da-
yanamayan Almanyali Helen dostu gen¢ doktor Wilhelm Boldemann, zehir
icerek intihar ediyordu?®. Hayal kirikligina ugrayan Helen yandas: 6teki kimi
Avrupalilar da intihar ediyorlardi.

Akrokorinth kirmm

1822 yili Ocak ayinin sonuna dogru, Akrokorinth kentinde 1.500'den
cok Miisliiman, asilere teslim oluyor, ama Kolokotronis ve 6teki asi 6nderle-
rin adamlan tarafindan korkung bir sekilde 6ldiiriiliiyorlardi. Bu kanh olay-
lar, daha sonra bir Alman subay tarafindan s6yle anlaulhiyordu:®

"Glizel Misliiman kadinlarin canlan bagislaniyor, ama kéle olarak
sathyorlardi. Bu sanglardan saglanan paralar, Mavrokordatos gibi

25 Howarth, s. 58; ayr. bkz. Dakin, s. 67; Miller, s. 77.

26 St. Clair, s. 43-5; Howarth, s. 60-61; ingiliz Somiirgeler Bakanhg belgeleri (Colonial
Office), CO 136/1095.

27Ayr. bkz., Brengeri: "Adventures of a foreigner in Greece" (Bir yabancimin Yunanis-
tan'daki maceralan), London Magazine (Londra Dergisi), II, 1827, s. 41.

28 Bkz. Le Febre: Relation de divers faits de Ia guerre de Gréce, 5. 9.

29 e Febre, age.,s. 21
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asi elebaslarin ceplerine akiyordu. Mavrokordatos, kadinlari, bir
Ingiliz gemisinin kaptanina satiyordu"®.

Tiirk kadinlar, yasa ve giizellige gore, 30 ile 40 kurus arasinda sauhiyordu.

Brengeri adli bir Italyan géniillii, Korinth'e gitmeden 6nce, yolda, bir
Tirk'lin cesedine rastliyor, biraz sonra da onun kansiyla yavrusunu canl
ama ag olarak buluyordu. Yardim olmak {izere kendisi ve arkadaslan kadina
biraz para veriyorlar, ama oradan uzaklasirlarken, bazi Greklerin, kadinla
yavrusunu oldiirerek parayr caldiklarina tanik oluyorlardi®!. Brengeri, Ko-
rinth kirimi sirasinda bazi Greklerin bir Tiirk ailesini dldiirmeye ¢alisukla-
rim goriyor; Tirk'lin karisin1 6ldiirmeden 6nce pecesini yirtarak yliziini
gormeye calisiyorlardi. Tam o sirada, kadim bagislamalarini rica ediyor; asi-
ler de 50 kurug karsihifinda onu 6ldiirmekten vazgeciyorlardi®.

Akrokorinth'de, teslimden sonra sahile dogru yiiriimekte olan bir Tiirk
cift, cocuklarim tasiyamayacak kadar ac¢ ve ciliz olduklan icin yavruyu bir
Grek'e uzatiyorlar, o da bir kama ¢ekerek, anne-babanin gozleri 6niinde yav-
runun kafasim kesiyor ve ona engel olmaya ¢ahisan bir Alman subaya, Tirk-
lerin yetisip blylimelerine engel olmanin iyi oldugunu anlatmaya c¢alisi-
yordu®® .

1822 yili yazina dek, Yunan ayaklanmasi, 50.000'den ¢ok Tirk, Rum,
Arnavut, Musevi ve 6teki kisilerin hayatina mal olmustu. Binlerce kisi de ko-
lelik veya yoksulluk seviyesine diistiriilmiistii. Dogrudan dogruya yapilan kar-
silikli carpismalarda, buna oranla pek az kisi 6lmiistii. Bu sézde "Yunan ba-
gimsizhik savag1", bir savas olmaktan cok, "firsatlarin silsilesi" haline gelmist.
Oldiiriilen Tiirklerin ve asi Greklerin cogunlugu asker degildi, sivil kisilerdi.
Kurbanlar, ayn ayr yerlerde, mensup olduklan ciliz toplumlann kefaretini
odiiyorlardi®.

Atina ve Akropolis kinmlan

Bu sirada, uzun bir siireden beri Atna'min Akropolis semtinde kusatl-
mus bulunan ve susuzluk ¢eken bir¢cok Miusliimanlar, piskoposlarin, papazla-

30 Howarth, s. 88.

31 Age., (ibid.),s. 87.
2 Age.,s 87.

32 §t, Clair, s. 50.

33 8¢, Clair, 5. 92.
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nn ve isi 6nderlerin, onlarin canlarna kiyilmayacagina dair vermis olduklan
sOz lizerine, 21 Haziran 1822'de teslim oluyor; ama yabanci konsoloslarca ve
biiylik giicliikler icinde kurtarilmis olan birkac kisi disinda hepsi de acima-
sizca Oldiiriliiyorlardi. Ayni zamanda, Atina kentinin savunmasiz 400 Miis-
litman sakini de sokaklarda parcalaniyordu.

Grek asiler Modon'a saldirirken, surlar disinda yakaladiklan bir Tiirk-
‘in kafasim kesiyor; kazik tizerine takarak Navarin'e gotiiriiyor ve sokakta,
top gibi tekmeliyorlardi®'. ingiliz gemicilerin anlatuklarina gére, asiler, de-
nizde yakaladiklan Tiirklere ¢ok iskence yapiyorlardi. Hollandali Anemat'a
gore, asiler, denizden baygin halde kurtarilan Tiirk denizcileri ayiltiyor,
sonra da onlarn iskencelerle oldiirerek cesetlerini parcaliyorlardi. Hollanda-
lilar, Grekleri, "korkak ve barbar" olarak niteliyorlardi®.

Dervenaki kirmm

1822 yili yazinda Tiirk ordusu Korinth'de belirince, Argos'ta kurulmus
olan s6zde Grek yonetimi panik icinde sahile dogru c¢ekilmeye ve gemilerle
ka¢maya calisiyor; tiim Argos ovasinda binlerce Grek gé¢men de onlan takip
ediyor ve Mainotlu Grek haydutlar, kagmadan 6nce, bizzat kendi irktaslarin
soymaya calisiyorlardi. Tiirk ordusunun erzak ve miithimman ¢ok ge¢cmeden
titkkeniyor; Korinth'e ¢ekilmeye calisiyor, ama dag gecitleri Kolokotronis'in
capulcularinin isgalinde oldugu icin, Dervenaki olarak anilan gecitte yiiz-
lerce Tiirk kinmdan gegiriliyordu. Asiler cesetleri soymakla vakit gecirmese-
ler, tim Osmanh ordusu biisbiitiin perisan olabilirdi. Yillardan sonra bolgeyi
gezen turistler, Tiirklerin yiginak halinde kemikleriyle karsilasiyorlardi®.

Navplia kirimi

1822 yih Aralik ayinda sira Navplia liman kentine geliyordu. Uzun siire-
den beri asilerce kusatilmis olan bu kentin sokaklarinda acliktan 6len ¢cocuk-
larin cesetlerine sik sik rastlamyor; iskeletlesmis kadinlar, cirkefler arasinda
yiyecek bulmaya calisiyorlardi. Navplia olaylan sirasinda kentte hazir bulu-
nan Avrupah géniillillerden Kotsch adh bir Alman subayin anlattigina gore,
Tirklerle iliski kurdugu sanilan bir Rum papazin parmaklar: Grek asilerce
kirithyor ve urnaklar yakiliyordu. Daha sonra Grekler tarafindan iizerine

3 Johann Stabell, Leipsig.
35 Hastings Amlari, 6.7.1822.
36 8¢ Clair, 5. 104-6; Howarth, s. 107-8; Dakin, s. 97.
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kaynar su dokiiliiyor; bogazina kadar topraga gémiiliiyor ve sineklerin saldi-
risina ugramasi icin yliziine pekmez siiriiliiyordu. Papaz, alu giin can cekis-
tikten sonra 6liiyordu. Kentten kagmaya calisan bir Musevi, biisbiitiin ¢iplan-
larak, organlar1 kesiliyor; o durumda kentte dolastirildiktan sonra asili-
yordu®’.

Navplia kent 12 Arahk'ta asilere teslim olunca, korkung bir kirim bash-
yor; asiler, éldirilenlerin kafalarim bir piramid gibi diziyorlardi. Bu sirada,
deniz yarbayi Hamilton'un kaptanhgini yapug1 Cambrian adli ingiliz savas
gemisinin limana gelisi, kentin Misliiman ve Musevi sakinlerinden bazilarim
6liimden kurtaniyordu®. Kentte yapilan yagmada arslan payin1 Grek asiler
alhiyordu. Avrupal subaylara 6diil olarak iki veya ti¢ Tiirk kiz veriliyor; onlar,
kizlar Atina'ya gotiirerek konsoloslara satiyor; konsoloslar da kadinlan Ana-
dolu'ya sevk ederek kurtanyorlardi. Misolongi aciklarinda karaya oturan bir
Tiirk gemisinde, kendi iilkelerine donmekte olan 150 Arnavut, Mavrokorda-
tos'un vermis oldugu s6z lizerine teslim oluyor, ama 4si 6nderlerden biri ta-
rafindan paralan calindiktan sonra hepsi de éldiriiliiyordu.

Yunan yandagi Avrupah goniilliler de dldarilityor

Grek asiler, hayvani davramislarinda o kadar ileri gidiyorlardi ki, kendi-
lerine yardimci olmak iizere yabana tilkelerden ve 6zellikle Avrupa'dan ge-
len yandaglarim da 6ldtiriiyorlardi. Navplia liman kenti asilerin eline gectik-
ten sonra, bazi Greklerin, yabanci kimi yandaglarini, kentteki bir hamama
sokarak oldiirdiikleri meydana ¢ikiyordu. Grek hamamci, yabancilari, giysi-
lerini ¢ikarmaya inandiniyor ve boylece, onlan éldiiriirken, elbise ve ¢izme-
lerinin kana bulanmamasini saghyor; onlan daha sonra sanyordu®.

Mora'daki cenosit orjisi, ancak 6ldiirilecek Tirk kalmayinca sona eri-
yordu*. Yunanistan'a yardima giden ve 1822 ile 1823 yillan arasinda yurtla-
rina donmeye baslayan Helen yandas: goniilliiler, o korkung giinlerin kdbu-

37 §t, Clair, s. 107.

%8 8. Clair, 5. 107; Howarth, s. 110-122.

99 George Finlay: "An adventure during the Greek revolution" (Yunan ihiilili giinlerinde
bir macera), Blackwood'’s Edinburgh Magazine (Edinburg Dergisi), 1842.

10°St. Clair, 5. 12; Thomas Gordon: History of the Greek revolution (Yunan ayaklanmasimin
tarihi), 2 cilt, Edinburg ve Londra, 1832; Rev. Robert Walsh (rahip): Residence at
Constantinople during the Greek and Turkish revolutions (Yunan ve Tirk ihtilalleri
déneminde Istanbul'da ikamet), 2 cilt, Londra, 1836; ayr. bkz. Douglas Dakin: "The origin of
the Greek revolution” (Yunan ihtilalinin kokeni), History, 1952.
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sundan hayatlar1 boyunca kurtulamuyorlardi. Helen/Grek/Yunan ve Rum-
lardan cok seyler beklerken, hayal kirntkligina ugruyor; onlardan nefret edi-
yor ve onlarca aldatildiklar icin kendi kendilerini linetliyorlardi. Bircoklar,
Avrupa'daki Grek derneklerinin baskilarina kargin, kendi tecriibelerini ki-
gida dékmeye bashiyorlardi. Biitiin yazilanlarda ayn1 duygular yansinhyordu.
Bir érnek verelim: "Baskalarinin, benim islemis oldugum hatalan islememesi
icin bu yaziy1 kaleme aliyorum. Modern Yunanistan, eski Yunanistan gibi de-
gildir. Grekler, sitkran bilmeyen, gaddar ve barbar bir soydurlar"!!.

Lord Byron nasil kullanilds?

Grek asiler, Lord Byron gibi taminmus Ingiliz sairleri de kendi kétii isle-
rinde istismara kalkisiyorlardi. Oysaki onlardan diledikleri tek sey, 6zellikle
Lord Byron'un servetine el koymaku*?. Lord Byron, 19 Nisan 1824'de sézde
Grek "6zgiirliik savagcilarimi zafere ulasuran bir 6nder” olarak degil, tutul-
mus oldugu hastaliktan kurtulamayarak kendi yataginda can veriyordu; ama
Grekler, onu, kendi s6zde "bagimsizlik ihtildlinin bir micahidi" olarak efsa-
nelestirmislerdir®.

Bu arada Girit, Kibris, Sisam, Sakiz, Tesalya, Makedonya ve Epir'de de
ayaklanmalar oluyor*!; Osmanl katlarinin ésilere karsi almis oldugu sert
onlemler, Helen yandaslari ve propagandacilan tarafindan Bau'ya, "Hiristi-
yan halka karsi Tirk barbarlhign" olarak yansitiliyordu. Yunanistan'daki
Tiirklere kars: girisilmis olan yok etme eylemlerine kor ve sagir kalan Ban,
Osmanh tepkisine kars: ses yiikseltiyordu. 1821 yili Agustos ayinda, Ham-
burg'da dagitnlan su bildiriye bakiniz:

'Almanya'nin gencligine ¢agri. Din, yasam ve 6zgiirliik savasimi bizi
silah altina cagiriyor; insanlik ve gérev, bizi, kardeslerimiz olan asil
Greklerin yardimina ¢agiriyor. Kutsal dava icin kanimizi, hayan-
miz1 feda etmeliyiz. Misliimanlarin Avrupa'daki yonetiminin sonu
yaklasiyor. Avrupa'nin en glizel {ilkesi, canavarlardan kurtarilmali-

41 St. Clair, s. 116.

2 Ag.e., s. 150 vd.; Howarth, s. 12, 135 vd.; Edward John Trelawny: Recollections of the
last days of Shelley and Byron (Shelley ve Byron'un son ginlerinden amilar), Londra, 1858.

3 Howarth, 5. 163-5.

# Dakin: Greek struggle..., s. 2.

5 The Examiner, 1821, 372, 456, 631, 689.
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dir! Var giicimiizle miicadeleye anlalim... Tanr bizimledir, ¢linkii
bu, kutsal bir davadir - insanhk davasidir - din, hayat ve 6zgirlik
icin savasimdir..."6

Bu Helen yandas: ve Grek propagandasinin antidotu, Mora'daki kanh
olaylara gorgii tamigi olarak yurtlarina dénen Bauli goniilliller olmustur.
1822 yihh Nisan ayinda Yunanistan'dan Marsilya'ya donen bircok Fransiz su-
baylar, Grekleri soyle gosteriyorlardi: "Alcak, korkak ve iyilik bilmez bir soy!"
Korinth kinnmina sahit olan Prusyah bir subay, oraya gitmeye hazirlanan yeni
goniillitlere soyle sesleniyordu:

"Orada yalniz sefalet, 6liim ve nankorliikle kargilasacaksimiz. Size
Almanya ve Isvicre'de soylenenlere inanmayimz; yash bir askerin
soylediklerine inaniniz'?,

Prusyali bagka bir subay sunlan yaziyordu:

"Eski Grekler aruk yoktur. Solon, Sokratis ve Dimosthenis'in yerini
kor cehalet almisur. Atina'min makul yasalarinin yerini barbarhk
almisnr... Grekler, basin aracihgiyla yabancilara vermekte olduklan
cekici sozleri yerine getirmiyorlar" .
Aym subay, Tripolitsa'nin asilerce iggalinden sonra orada kaydedilen olaylan
soyle anlabnyordu:

"Trova'min kraligesi Helen kadar giizel, geng bir Tiirk kiz, Kolokot-
ronis'in erkek yegeni tarafindan vurularak 6ldirildi; bir Tiirk co-
cuk, bogazina halat takilarak ¢evrede dolastinldi; bir ¢ukura aulds;
taslandi, bicakland: ve sonra, hala hayatta iken, bir tahtaya bagla-
narak ateste yakildi; ti¢ Tirk ¢ocuk, anne ve babalarimin gézleri
oniinde, bir atesin lizerinde yavasca yakildi. Biitiin bu ¢irkin olaylar
olurken, ayaklanmanin elebagisi ipsilz‘mtis (? Aleksandros Mavro-
kordatos) seyirci kaliyor ve asilerin bu davranislarin, 'savastayiz;
hersey olur' seklinde mazur géstermeye ¢ahistyordu™*.

16 Wilhelm Barth ve Max Kehring-Korn: Die Philhellemenzeit, Munich, 1960, s. 95.

7 Le Febre, agee., s. 29.

18 L. de Bolmann: Remarques sur I'etat moral, politique et militaire de la Grece,
Marseilles, 1823.

9 St. Clair, 5. 75 vd.
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Sonug

Yunan ayaklanmasi giinlerinde ingiliz, Fransiz ve Rus hiitkiimetleri, asi-
lere dolayh bicimde yardimc: oluyorlardi. Onlara para, sildh ve savasq gon-
derilmesine ses ¢ikarmiyor; kendi gizli istihbarat servislerince de yardimda
bulunuyorlardi. Ote yandan, 1826'da Yunanistan'da bulunan Ingiliz rahip
John Hartley, daha sonra kaleme aldig: ve 1831'de Londra 'da yayinlanan
Researches in Greece and the Levant (Yunanistan ve Levant'ta arastrmalar)
adh kitabinda, Tiirklerin Hiristiyan olmay kabullenmedikleri icin, Greklerin
ellerinde bircok kétiliiklere ugradiklari ve Osmanli imparatorlugu'nda
kanh olaylar kaydedildigi iddiasinda bulunuyordu.

1825 yihinda sans degiserek, Misir valisi Mehmet Ali Pasa'nin oglu ibra-
him Pasa'nin ordusu Mora'y1 yeniden ele gecirmeye baslayinca, teslim olan
Grek asilerin hayatlan bagislaniyor ve kimsenin kihina bile dokunulmuyordu.
1826 yili Nisan ayinda Tripolitsa, Argos, Kalamata ve Misolongi yeniden
Turklerin eline gegince, tiim Avrupa Tirklere karsi cephe ahiyordu.

Tiirklerle Yunanhlarin arasin1 bulmak amaciyla 4 Nisan 1826'da Ingil-
tere ile Rusya arasinda St. Petersburg'da bir protokol imzalamyor; daha
sonra bu protokole Fransa da katliyordu. Yunan yandas: Ingiltere, Fransa ve
Rusya'nin 6 Temmuz 1827'de imzaladiklar1 Londra Antlasmasi geregince
duruma karismalariyla ve 20 Ekim 1827'de Tiirk donanmasinin Navarin'de,
ayni devletlerin donanmalan tarafindan batirilmas: {izerine, 22 Mart 1829'da
bagimsiz bir Yunanistan'in hudutlarim saptayan bir protokol imzalaniyor; bir
yil sonra Yunan devleti kuruluyor; bu zoraki devlet, 1832'de Bavyera kralinin
oglu Prens Otto'ya krallik 6neriyor; béylece Yunanistan kralid: kuruluyor ve
Megali Idea'dan esinlenen Yunan emperyalizmi, Osmanl Imparatorlugu'na
ve daha sonra Tiirkiye Buylik Millet Meclisi ydnetimine kars1 yayilma politi-
kasi izlemeye bashyor; 9 Eyliil 1922'de, Bat Anadolu'da, Tirk'ten, hic de
unutamayacagi bir ders aliyordu®.

50 Ayr. bkz. S.R. Sonyel: Tirk Kurtulug Savasi'nda Dis Politika, Ankara C. 1 ve 2, 1973 ve
1986.



HOW THE TURKS OF THE PELOPONNESE WERE
EXTERMINATED DURING THE GREEK REBELLION

SALAHI R. SONYEL

Russo-Greek intrigues

The peninsula of the Peloponnese (in southern Greece), which is also
known as the Morea, was first partly conquered in 1397 CE by the Ottoman
Sultan Beyazit I from the Byzantines, and was completely overrun in 1460 by
Sultan Mehmet II, who was received as a deliverer by the Greek Orthodox
Christian population, then suffering under the rule of the Roman
Catholics'. In 1698 the Ottomans were complled to cede the Peloponnese to
the Venetians, under the Treaty of Carlowitz, but in 1718 it was retroceded
to the Ottoman Empire under the Treaty of Passarowitz?. According to the
late Professor Dr. Douglas Dakin, who was an expert on the history of
modern Greece:

"This renewed Turkish rule the inhabitants found preferable to
that of the Venetians; taxes were lighter; the administration was
less efficient and therefore less harsh; and the (Ottoman) infidel
was much more tolerant than the Roman Catholic™.

The Ottomans established a province (pasalik) in the Peloponnese, the
Greek population of which was about 400,000, gradually augmented by
about 50,000 Turks and other Muslims. Despite the comfortable and easy life
which the Greeks, especially those living in urban areas, led, they began to
intrigue with the Russians during the reign of Tsar Peter the Mad. These
intrigues, which aimed at the resurrection of the Byzantine Empire,
continued under Empress Catherine II during whose reign Russian agents
roamed the countryside in the Peloponnese, inciting the people to
rebellion®.

! F. Babinger: Mehmed der Eroberer und seine Zeit. Munich, 1953, p. 195; Selahattin
Salisik: Tiirk-Yunan iliskileri tarihi ve Etniki Eterya, (History of Turco-Greek relations and the
Ethniki Eteria), Istanbul, 1968, p. 17.

2 Douglas Dakin: The Greek struggle for independence, 1821-1833, London, 1973, p. 5.

3 Douglas Dakin: Unification of Greece, 1770-1923, London, 1972, p. 10.

1N. Jorga: Geschichte des Osmanischen Reiches, Gotha, 1908-13, vol. IV, pp. 30 and 173;
J.L. Burkhardt: Travels in Syria and the Holy Land, London, 1822, p. 4; Steven Runciman: The
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Franco-Greek intrigues

The French revolution, which erupted in 1789, had much effect on
some of the Greek Orthodox Christian leaders, who, being aware that their
intrigues with the Tsar and other Russian notables were not successful,
transferred their hopes and loyalty to France, following the appearance of
Napoleon Bonaparte on the scene. French secret agents began to roam all
over the Balkans, continuously inciting the Greeeks, and deluding them with
promises of autonomy or independence under French protection®. So
widespread was Napoleon's fame among the Greeks that, even the women of
Mani, a remote fastness in the southern Peloponnese, placed his portrait in
their homely shrines®.

However, following the defeat of Napoleon at Waterloo, in June 1815,
by the British military forces under the command of the Duke of Wellington,
the Greeks retransferred their hopes to Tsarist Russia, hoping that Tsar
Alexander I's foreign minister John (Ioannis) Capodistrias, who was of
Greek origin, would assist them?.

Greek revolutionary and terrorist organisations

Meanwhile the Greeks began to establish secret revolutionary and
terrorist organisations abroad, and to publish newspapers and periodicals
that would serve their purpose. One of these organisations, the Athena, was
striving for Greek independence with the help of France, whilst another one
named Phoenix hoped to achieve the same ambition with the help of Russia.
However, a more sinister and ambitious organisation, named the Philiki
Eteria, was established in Odessa in 1814, which strove to provoke a
rebellion among all the "Hellenes", including the Balkan Christians®. In

Great Church in captivity, Cambridge, 1968, p. 337; Lord Kinross: The Ottoman centuries - the
rise and fall of the Ottoman Empire, London, 1977, p. 365; ismail Hakk: Uzuncarsih: Osmanh
tarihi (Ottoman history), Ankara, 1962-83, pp. 71 and 391 ff.; William Miller: The Ottoman
Empire and its successors, 1801-1927, 4 vols., London 1966, pp. 7 and 26; Stanford J. Shaw and
Ezel Kural Shaw: History of the Ottoman Empire and Modern Turkey, vol. 1, Cambridge, 1977,
pp- 248-9; also see Lionel Kochan and Richard Abraham: The making of Modern Russia,
London, 1990.

5 Miller, pp. 4-5; Runciman, pp. 392-3; Daking: Greek struggle..., p. 27; Benjamin Braude
and Bernard Lewis: Christians and Jews in the Ottoman Empire, vol. 1, New York, 1982,
pp. 189.

5 Dakin: Greek struggle..., p. 27.

7 Runciman, pp. 396-8.

8 Emmanuel Protopsaltis: I Filiki Eteria (Philiki Eteria), Athens, 1964, pp. 19-20; see also
S.R. Sonyel: Minorities and the destruction of the Ottoman Empire, Ankara, 1993, pp. 1, 21 and
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October 1818 the tentacles of that organisation spread as far as the island of
Cyprus where, its secret agent for Egypt and Cyprus, Dimitrios Ipatros of
Metsovo, managed to enrol the Greek Orthodox prelate, Archbishop
Kiprianos, as a member of the organisation. The Archbishop promised, and
later fulfilled his promise, to give moral and material support to it®.

The chief inciters of the rebellion were the "external - or outside -
Greeks" (Hellenes - apodimi Ellines), who lived outside Greece and aspired
to initiate a national movement in the country, similar to the movements
then in vogue in Europe. They were the ones who started the rebellion, and
financed it in the first place. However, the Ethniki Eteria was quick to
undertake the leadership of this movement when it began to spread
everywhere like an octopus, and planned a widespread rebellion in the
Ottoman Empire°. Simultaneously, Russian consuls operating in the islands
and the Peloponnese, carried out intrigues among the Greeks, inciting them
to rebellion and trying to inculcate in them a sense of patriotism.

On the eve of the rebellion, the Greeks in the Ottoman Empire were
leading relatively peaceful and prosperous lives, whilst those with wealth and
education found employment in the Ottoman government service. In areas
where the Greeks were in the majority they were allowed to establish their
own municipalities (dimarchia), free from the interference of the state;
whilst the Greek Orthodox Patriarchate centred at Istanbul, the Ottoman
capital, became a privileged institution, participating in the administration
of the Ottoman state!!. Then why did the Greek rebellion take place?

When Sultan Mahmut II, who was a patient and determinned ruler,
began to take action in order to reverse the weakening of the Ottoman
Empire by trying to strengthen it through reform, he fell out with Ali Pasha
of Tepedelen, the governor of Jannina. When the governor revolted against
the Sultan in 1820, the action affected the Greek revolutionaries who rose
up immediately in order to benefit from the rift among the Turkish rulers'2.

68; N. Botsaris: Visions balkaniques das la préparation de la révolution grécque, 1789-1821,
Paris, 1962, pp. 83-100.

¢ John T. A. Koumoulides: Cyprus and the war of Greek independence, 1821-1829,
Athens, 1971, pp. 69-70.

10 3onyel, p. 173.

11 william St. Clair: That Greece might still be free - the Philhellenes in the war of
independence, London, 1972, p. 7; David Howarth: The Greek adventure - Lord Byron and
other eccentrics in the war of independence, London, 1976, p. 19; Dakin: Greek struggle...,
pp- 18-9.

12 8¢ Clair, pp. 9-10; Dakin: Unification..., p. 43; Sahgik, p. 154.
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When the Ottoman authorities in the Peloponnese, headed by the
governor, Hursit Pasha, became aware of the rebellious movement among
the Greeks, they met at Tripolitsa, the capital of the province, and invited
the local Greeks to hand over their arms to the authorities, and called upon
some of the Greek leaders individually to go to Tripolitsa in order to discuss
the situation with them. However, these Greek leaders refused to reciprocate
to this invitation and instead provoked the rebellion. The Greeks began
their rebellion in the Peloponnese on 6 April 1821 (new style) with the
slogan: "Not a Turk shall remain in the Morea", which inspired
indiscriminate and murderous action against all Muslims!3.

How the Greek rebellion began

The Greek rebellion began as follows: the Metropolitan of Patras,
Germanos, who was enrolled as a member of the Philiki Eteria in 1819,
weary about the invitation he had received to proceed to Tripolitsa, set out
and arrived at the monastery of Ayia (Saint) Lavra, near the mountain town
of Kalavrita. There, he met the other bishops who, like himself, were equally
undetermined on what to do. Later, Germanos himself faked and read out
to them a letter, describing how the Turks would throw them into prison or
kill them. Then, taking advantage of the resulting excitement among-the
people, he unfurled the flag of rebellion on 6 April 1821, and called upon
all the Greeks to join the rebellion. The first flag of the rebels portrayed a
cross over an upturned crescent, or a cross over a severed Turkish head ",

When the Metropolitan began to return to Patras, together with the
other bishops, they were accompanied by an ever-growing rabble of people
armed with scythes, clubs and slings. The bishops and priests, wherever they
went, exhorted their parishioners to exterminnate "the infidel Muslims".
Brigand klepths and guards of remote places known as armatoli came down
from the mountains and began to ravage Turkish settlements. Control soon
passed out of the hands of the leaders, and the whole country was overrun
by bands of armed hooligans, killing and murdering. According to British
writer, William St. Clair: "the savage passion for revenge soon degenerated
into a frenzied delight in killing and horror for their own sakes". Another
British writer, David Howarth, observes that, the Greeks did not need any
reason for these murders, "once they had started... they killed because a mad
blood-lust had come upon them all, and everyone was killing" 5.

13 Kinross, p. 444; Miller, p. 72.
1 St. Clair, pp. 9 and 27; see also Dakin: Unification, p. 59; Miller, p. 71.
156t Clair, p- 12; Howarth, p. 28.
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During this period the Russian consulate at Patras handled the
corresponence of the Eteria for the agents of the society in the Peloponnese,
and served as their liaison with the Russians'=,

Elimination of the Turks

It is estimated that about 50,000 Muslims, including women and
children, lived in the Peloponnese in March 1821. A month later, when the
Greeks were celebrating their Easter, there was hardly anyone left. A few of
them who managed to escape to fortified cities were suffering from
starvation. Everywhere the unburied bodies of the murdered Turks were
rotting. According to William St. Clair:

"The Turks of Greece left few traces. They disappeared suddenly
and finally in the spring of 1821, umourned and unnoticed by the
rest of the world... Upwards of 20,000 Turkish men, women and
children were murdered by their Greek neighbours in a few weeks
of slaughter. They were killed deliberately, without qualm and
scruple... Turkish families living in single farms or small isolated
communities were summarily put to death, and their homes
burned down over their corpses. Others, when the disturbances
began, abandoned home to seek the security of the nearest town,
but the defenceless streams of refugees were overwhelmed by
bands of armed Greeks. In the smaller towns, the Turkish
communities barricaded their houses and attempted to defend
themselves as best they could, but few survived. In some places they
were driven by hunger to surrender to their attackers on receiving
promises of security, but these were seldom honoured. The men
were killed at once, and the women and children divided out as
slaves, usually to be killed in their turn later. All over the
Peloponnese roamed mobs of Greeks armed with clubs, scythes,
and a few fierarms, killing, plundering and burning. They were
often led by Christian priests, who exhorted them to greater efforts
in their holy work"!6,

According to Steven Runciman, who wrote the history of the Greek
Orthodox Church, "the great fathers of the Church, such as Basil, would
have been horrified by the gallant (!) Peloponnesian bishops who raised the

153 Charles A Frazee: The Orthodox Chruch and independent Greece, 1821-51,
Cambridge, 1869, p. 13.
16 §¢. Clair, p- 1; Miller, p. 72.
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standard of revolt in 1821"", This was not a war for Greek independence or
liberation, but a war of extermination against the Turks and other Muslims,
and the main provokers of it were the Greek Orthodox Christian clerics.

As soon as the rebellion began, Greek highwayman Petros
Mavromichalis, alias Petrobey, descended from the mountains to the town-
cum-port of Kalamata, together with his marauders, and murdered all the
Muslim men, more ferociously even than the riff-raff of Patras had done,
selling the young Muslim women and children as slaves. In order to
celebrate this so-called "victory", twenty-four priests organised a Te Deum at
the banks of the town's river. The Kalamata tragedy was followed by the total
extermination of the Muslims of Patras and Livadhia'®,

Turks burnt alive

In April 1821 the Greek residents of the islands of Hydra, Spetsa and
Psara joined the rebels. They attacked the ships carrying the Ottoman flag;
captured the crew, killing or throwing them into the sea. They also captured
and killed many Muslim pilgrims on their way to Mecca. According to British
writers such as St. Clair, Howarth and William Miller, the Greek rebels
captured the 57 crew of a Turkish vessel; took them to the island of Hydra
amidst shrieks of triumph and there, on the coast, they roasted them alive
on a fire®.

Many Greeks in Thessaly, Macedonia and Halkidiki, too, joined the
rebels and began to attack the Turks without mercy. In some areas the rebel
leaders, in order to provoke the local Greeks to join the rebellion,
deliberately massacred the Turks living there. The Greek peasants who
remorselessly killed their Turkish neighbours saw the rebellion as "a war of
religious extermination”, and for the most part, the bishops and priests who
led them shared this view®.

The massacres of Monemvasia and Navarino

The Muslims of the small town of Monemvasia, which was besieged by
the Greek rebels, decided, in August 1821, to surrender to the rebels, as they

17 Runciman, p. 411.

18 Sonyel, pp. 175-6.

19 §¢. Clair, pp- 1-2; Howarth, pp. 30-31; see also Miller, p. 72.
2 §¢. Clair, p. 9.
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could no longer endure the prevalent hunger and disease; but nevertheless
they were all slaughtered barbarously. These events were hailed in Western
Europe as "a victory of liberalism and Christianity"?!. A few days later the
same fate befell the Muslims of Navarino: between 2,000 and 3,000 of them
were cruelly massacred. Turkish women were stripped and searched for
valuables. Naked women plunged into the sea, and were shot in water;
children were thrown in to drown, and babes were taken from their mothers
and beaten against the rocks. Muslim girls and boys, who were kept alive,
half-naked and in fear, later were offered for sale as prostitutes; some of
them lost their minds and roamed round the ruins®.

Soon a stench began to hang over the towns in the Peloponnese,
emitting from the rotting headless corpses of the Muslims; pariah dogs and
vultures were devouring the bodies; the water-wells were polluted and the
plague began to raise its ugly head. All over the place emaciated and half-
naked young Muslim girls and boys were groaning. Meanwhile the Greeks of
Navarino were relating with pride the terrible massacres that had taken
place there. One of them was boasting that he had killed eighteen Turks;
another one was relating how he had stabbed to death nine women and
children in their beds. These merciless killers were, with pride, showing to
the European volunteers, who had come to help the "Hellenic cause”, the
corpses of the Muslim women whom they had raped, carved up and then
thrown over the fortifications some time earlier?®. But these terrible scenes
did not impress the volunteers; on the contrary, they shocked and disgusted
them. A German volunteer named Lieber describes how they felt hatred and
disgust towards the Greek rebels who were calling upon them to rape these
women when they themselves had already sexually assaulted them®.

The Tripolitsa massacre

In the town of Tripolitsa, where the Turkish governor resided, and
which consisted of a population of 35,000 Turks, Albanians, Jews and others,
a massacre occurred on 5 October 1821, lasting for two days, during which

2! The Examiner, 1831, 2/632.

2 St. Clair, pp. 41-3; Howarth, pp. 56-8; Miller, p. 76; George Finlay: History of the Greek
revolution, Edinburgh, 1861, vol. 1, p. 263.

BEV. Byern: Bilder aus Griechenland und der Levant, Berlin 1833, p. 58.

! Franz Lieber: Tagebuch meines Aufenthaltes in Griechenland, Leipsig, 1823, p. 73; St.
Clair, p. 83.
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10,000 people were killed. Most of the corpses were decapitated and carved
up?. The Greek rebels tortured the Muslims whom they believed hoarded
their money. According to St. Clair, Howarth and the British Colonial Office
and Foreign Office documents, "they were slowly burnt to death on a fire,
after their arms and legs where chopped off’. One can imagine what the
rebels had done to pregnant Muslim women.

About 2,000 captives, consisting mostly of women, were stripped naked;
driven to a plain outside the town and then killed. After this event, many
starving Muslim children were running from place to place, and were
targeted, slaughtered or shot dead by the Greek rebels, who were elated and
with their mouths foaming®. The chief Greek brigand, Theodoros
Kolokotronis, who occupies pride of place in the "Greek pantheon of
heroes", also took part in these massacres and pillages with relish?.

European officers, including Colonel Thomas Gordon, who happened
to be at Tripolitsa during the massacre, witnessed the hair-raising incidents
there, and some of them later recalled these with all their ugliness. Colonel
Gordon became so disgusted with these Greek barbarities that he resigned
from the service of the Greeks. The young German philhellene doctor
Wilhelm Boldemann, who could not bear to witness these scenes, committed
suicide by taking poison. Some of the other European philhellenes, too, who
were extremely disillusioned, followed suit®.

The Acrocorinth massacre

Towards the end of January 1822, more than 1,500 Muslims at
Acrocorinth surrendered to the rebels, but were atrociously killed by the
ruffians of Kolokotronis and other Greek leaders. These bloody incidents
were later related by a German officer as follows:®

"(The Greek rebels) spared the lives of beautiful Muslim women,
but sold them as slaves. The proceeds from these sales went to

23 Howarth, p. 58; see also Dakin, p. 67; Miller, p. 77.

26 St Clair, pp. 43-5; Howarth, pp. 60-61; British Colonial Office documents,
CO 136/1095.

27 8ee also Brengeri: "Adventures of a foreigner in Greece", London Magazine, 11, 1827, p.
41.

28 See Le Febre: Relation de divers faits de Ia guerre de Gréce, p. 9.

29 e Febre: ibid., p-21.
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augment the pockets of rebel leaders such as Mavrokordatos.
Mavrokordatos sold the women to the captain of a British ship"%.

Turkish women used to be sold between 30 and 40 piastres, according to age
and beauty.

An Italian volunteer named Brengeri, on a road before he came to
Corinth, found the dead body of a Turk, and further on, he found his wife
and a baby, still alive but very hungry. He and his friends gave her a few
coins, in the hope that she would be able to feed herself and the baby a little
longer. Before they had gone a few yards they heard two shots: some Greeks
had killed her and the baby, and taken the coins®!. Brengeri later saw some
Greeks killing a Turkish family, a man, his wife and two children. Before
they killed the mother they tore off her veil to see what she looked like, and
at that moment Brengeri rushed up and begged them to spare her. They
asked for 50 piastres, which he gave them and saved her®.

At Acrocorinth, following the Turkish capitulation, a Turkish couple,
too starved and exhausted to carry their child any further, tried to hand it to
a Greek. He immediately drew a long knife and cut off his head, explaining,
as a German officer was trying to prevent him, that it was best to prevent the
Turks from growing up®-.

Up to the summer of 1822 the Greek rebellion had cost the lives of
more than 50,000 Turks, Greeks, Albanians, Jews and others. Many more
were forced to live in slavery and depravation. Compared to this, very few
people had died during direct and mutual confrontations. This so-called
"Greek war of independence" hitherto was hardly a war at all in the
conventional way, but mostly a series of "opportunist massacres". Many of the
Turks and Greeks killed were not soldiers and rebels, respectively; the
victims had merely paid the price of belonging, in their respective
circumstances, to the weaker community and the wrong religion®.

30 Howarth, p- 88.
3 Ibid., p. 87.
32 Ibid., p. 87.
32 S¢_ Clair, p. 50.
% Ibid., p. 92.
Belleten C. LXII, 9
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The massacres of Athens an Acropolis

Meanwhile, many Muslims, who had been besieged in the Acropolis
area of Athens for a long time, and who suffered thirst, surrendered on 21
June 1822, following the word of honour given to them by the bishops, the
priests and the rebel leaders, that they would not be killed; but, with the
exception of a few of them, saved with great difficulty by foreign consuls,
they were all massacred without any pity. At the same time the 400
defenceless Muslims of the town of Athens were carved up into pieces in the
streets.

When the Greek rebels were attacking Modon, they caught a Turk
outside the city walls. They decapitated him; put his head on a pike; took it
to Navarino where they kicked it about as if it was a football®!. According to
the statements of British sailors, the rebels used to turture the Turks they
captured on the high seas. According to Anemat the Dutchman, the rebels
used to bring round the Turkish sailors whom they captured unconscious,
and then kill them with all kinds of torture, ultimately tearing them into
pieces. The Dutch used to describe the Greeks as "cowards and

barbarians" %
The Dervenaki massacre

When the Turkish army appeared before Corinth in the summer of
1822, the so-called "Greek government", which was established at Argos,
tried to retreat to the coast, in panic, and to escape on ships. Thousands of
Greek refugees in the Argos plain were following suit, whilst the Greek
brigands of Mainotis were trying to rob their own people before escaping.
Soon the Turkish army ran out of provisions and munitions, and tried to
withdraw to Corinth; but as the mountain passes were under the control of
Kolokotronis's marauders, thousands of Turks were massacred at the
Dervenaki pass. Had the rebels not wasted time in robbing the dead bodies,
the whole Ottoman army would have been routed then. Many years later,
travellers who toured that area, used to come across heaps of bones
belonging to the massacred Turks¥.

* Johann Stabell, Leipsig.
35 Hastings memoirs, 6.7.1822.
3 St. Clair, pp. 104-6; Howarth, pp. 107-8; Dakin, p. 97.
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In December 1822 it was the turn of Navplia town-cum-port. In the
streets of that town, which had been besieged by the rebels for a long time,
one very frequently came across the dead bodies of children who had died of
starvation. Emaciated women were trying to scavenge for food in filthy
drains. According to the German officer Kotsch, one of the European
volunteers, who happened to be at Navplia during the incidents, a Greek
Orthodox priest who was suspected of establishing relations with the Turks,
had his fingers scalded by the Greeks with hot water and his nails burnt. He
was then buried in the ground up to his neck, and his face was brushed with
syrup so that he might be attacked by the flies. It took him six days to die in
agony. A Jew who was trying to escape from the town was captured,
completely undressed, his organs severed, and having been led around the
town in that condition, he was hanged®.

When tha town of Navplia surrendered to the rebels on 12 December, a
terrible massacre took place. The rebels piled up the heads of the murdered
in the form of a pyramid. At that very moment the arrival into port of the
British warship Cambrian, under the command of Commodore Hamilton,
was instrumental in saving some of the Muslim and Jewish residents of the
town from certain death. During the ransack of the town the lion's share
went to the Greek rebels. The European officers were only given two or
three Turkish girls as booty, whom they then took to Athens and sold to the
consuls; whilst the consuls transferred them to Anatolia and thus saved their
lives.

In a Turkish ship which struck the bottom of the sea just outside
Misolonghi, 150 Albanians, who were returning to their own country,
surrendered to the rebels following the promise given to them by
Mavrokordatos, but another rebel leader had them all killed, after they were
robbed of their belongings.

The murder of European Grecophile volunteers

The Greek rebels went so far in their barbarities that they even began to
murder their foreign supporters who had come from abroad, mainly from
Europe, in order to help them. After the capture of the Navplia town by the

97 St Clair, p. 107.
38 Ibid., p. 107; Howarth, pp. 110-122.
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rebels, it was observed that some Greeks led their foreign supporters into a
sauna-bath, in the town, and disposed of them. The Greek owner of the
sauna-bath persuaded the foreigners to take off their clothes so that when he
murdered them, their clothes and boots would not be blood-stained, and he
would then be able to sell them. Of course, the naive volunteers did not
suspect what would befall them®.

The genocide orgy in the Peloponnese ended only when there were no
more Turks to be killed®. The philhellene volunteers who went to help the
Greeks and began to return to their homeland in 1822 and 1823 could not
save themselves from the nightmare of those terrible days. They were
expecting many good things from the Hellenes (or Greeks), but instead they
were flabbergasted. They began to hate the Greeks and to curse themselves
for having been taken in by them. Despite pressure from the Greek societies
in Europe, they began to put pen on paper about their own experiences. In
all that was written the same sentiments were expressed: "I am writing this so
that others will not make the same mistakes that I have made. Modern
Greece is not like old Greece. The Greeks are a wicked and barbaric race
who know no gratitude"!.

How Lord Byron was exploited

The Greek rebels also tried to exploit and abuse the well-known British
poet Lord Byron in their sordid activities. In fact, all that they wanted was to
lay their hands on Lord Byron's wealth*2. The British poet died on 19 April
1824, not "as a leader bringing triumph to the co-called Greek
independence fighters", but expired on his death-bed from an incurable
disease. However, the Greeks have turned him into a legend as the so-called
"fighter of he Greek independence revolution"*.

39 George Finlay: "An adventure during the Greek revolution", Blackwood's Edinburgh
Magazine, 1842,

10 S¢. Clair, p. 12; Thomas Gordon: History of the Greek revolution, 2 vols., Edinburgh
and London, 1832; Rev. Robert Walsh: Residence at Constantinople during the Greek and
Turkish revolutions, London, 2 vols., 1836; see also Douglas Dakin: "The origin of the Greek
revolution", History, 1952.

1 St. Clair, p. 116.

12 Ibid., pp. 150 ff.; Howarth, pp. 12, and 135 ff.; Edward John Trelawny: Recollections of
the last days of Shelley and Byron, London, 1858.

3 Howarth, pp. 163-5.
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Meanwhile there were stirrings up in Crete, Cyprus, Samos, Samothrace
Thessaly, Macedonia and Epirus*; whilst the strong measures taken against
the rebels by the Ottoman authorities were echoed to the West by the
hellenophiles and propagandists as "Turkish barbarity against the Christian
people"*5. The West, which closed its eyes and ears to the extermination of
the Turks in Greece, began to raise its voice aganst the Ottoman reaction.
The following leaflet distributed in August 1821 in Hamburg is very
instructive:

"Invitation to the youth of Germany. The struggle for religion, life
and independence is calling us to arms; humanity and duty are
calling us to the aid of the noble Greeks, who are our brothers. We
must sacrifice our blood and our life for the sacred cause. The end
of Muslim rule in Europe is approaching. The most beautiful land
of Europe must be saved from the monsters! Let us join the
struggle with all our strenght... God is with us, because this is a
sacred cause - it is a cause of humanity - it is a struggle for religion,
life and independence..." .

The anti-dote of this hellenophile and Greek propaganda were the
Western volunteers who, having witnessed the bloody events in the
Peloponnese, began to return to their own countries. Many French officers
who returned from Greece to Marseilles in April 1822 were describing the
Greeks as: "Vile, cowardly and ungrateful”. A Prussian officer who had
witnessed the Corinth massacres appealed to the volunteers, who were
getting ready to go to Greece, as follows:

"There (in Greece) you will find only misery, death and
ingratitude. Don't believe what they tell you in Germany and
Switzerland; believe what an old soldier is saying"¥’.

Another Prussian officer wrote the following:

"“The ancient Greeks no longer exist. The place of Solon, Socrates
and Demosthenes has been taken by blind ignorance. The logical
laws of Athens have been replaced by barbarism... The Greeks do

" Dakin: Greek struggle, p. 2.

15 The Examiner, 1821, pp. 372, 456, 631 and 689.

16 Wilhelm Barth and Max Kehrig-Korn: Die Philhellenezeit, Munich, 1960, p. 95.
e Febre, p. 29.
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not fulfil the attractive promises they make to the foreigners
through the press"®.

The same officer described the incidents that took place after the capture of
Tripolitsa by the rebels, as follows:

"A young Turkish girl, as beautiful as Helen, the queen of Troy,
was shot and killed by the male cousin of Kolokotronis; a Turkish
boy, with a noose round his neck, was paraded in the streets; was
thrown into a ditch; was stoned, stabbed and then, while he was
still alive, was tied to a wooden plank and burnt on fire; three
Turkish children were slowly roasted on fire in front of the very
eyes of their parents. While all these nasty incidents were taking
place, the leader of the rebellion Ypsilanti (? Alexandros
Mavrokordatos) remained as a spectator and tried to justify the
actions of the rebels as, 'we are at war; anything can happen".

Conclusion

During the Greek rebellion the British, French and Russian
governments were clandestinely helping the rebels. These governments did
not raise any objection to the dispatch of money, weapons and fighters to
the rebels, and also they did their utmost to help them through their own
secret agents. On the other hand, the "Reverend" John Hartle, who was in
Greece in 1826, in his book published in London in 1831, and enttled
Researches in Greece and the Levant, claimed that the Turks had suffered
terrible things at the hands of the Greeks, and bloody incidents were
recorded in the Ottoman Empire, because the Turks had refused to become
Christians.

When, in 1825, the fortunes changed, and the army of ibrahim Pasha,
the son of Mehmet Ali Pasha, governor of Egypt, began to reconquer the
Peloponnese, all those Greek rebels who surrendered were spared. In April
1826, when Tripolitsa, Argos, Kalamata, and Missolonghi were recaptured by
the Turks, all Europe began to raise an outcry against them.

8 | de Bolmann: Remarques sur l'etat moral, politique et militaire de Ia Gréce,
Marseilles, 1823.
19 St. Clair, pp. 75 fF.
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On 4 April 1826 a protocol was signed at St. Petersburg between
England and Russia in order to mediate between the Turks and the Greeks,
which France also joined later. Following the intervention of Grecophile
states England, France and Russia, in accordance with the London
Agreement of 6 July 1827, and the complete rout of the Ottoman navy at
Navarino on 20 October 1827 by the navies of the same powers, a protocol
was signed on 22 March 1829 specifying the frontiers of an independent
Greece.

A year later the Greek state was established. This state offered the crown
in 1832 to the son of the king of Bavaria, Prince Otho. The resulting Greek
kingdom, taking its inspiration from the Megali Idea, the driving force of
Greek imperialism, began to follow a policy of aggrandisement, first against
the Ottoman Empire and later against the government of the Grand
National Assembly of Turkey, but received an unforgettable lesson from the
Turks, in Western Anatolia, on 9 September 1922%.

50 See also S. R. Sonyel: Tiirk Kurtulus Savasi ve Dis Politika (Turkish War of Liberation
and Foreign Policy), Ankara, vols. 1-2, 1973 and 1986.



