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NUMISMATIK HABERLERI

ILYAS BEY'IN BIR OGLU ADINA
H. 825 YILINDA BASILAN BIR
MENTESE SIKKESI

KENNETH MACKENZIE

Figtir 1'de gésterilen akge (dirhem)'nin 6n yiiziin-
de tugra formunda (()veys ads, arka yiiziinde ise
825 tarihi yer almaktadr.

Kimi tarihgilere gore Uveys, H. 804/5 (M.
1401/2) yilinda Timur tarafindan beylige toprak-
lart geri verildikten sonra Mentege beyi olan Ilyas
b. Mehmed'in bir ofludur. Yine de ilyas bir siire
sonra, 818 tarihli ve Osmanh sultaru 1. Mehmed
ile kendisinin birlikte adini tagiyan sikkeden de
anlagildign tizere, Osmanhlarin stizerenligini ka-
bul etmek zorunda kalmugtir. Bu tip bir akge 6rne-
i, Serafettin Erel tarafindan yayimnlanmis ve kis-
men basilnug bir 6rnek de 1994'te Yap: Kredi Kiil-
tiir Merkezi'nde bir sikke sergisinde teghir edil-
migtir.

Tarihgiler bize H. 823 (M. 1420) yilinda Ilyas Be-
gin Gliimiinden sonra iki oflunun, Leys ve Ah-
med"in birlikte hiikiim siirdigiinii sSylemektedir.
Ancak, o zaman basilan akgelerde yalmzca
Leys’in ad1 goriilmektedir. British Museum ko-
leksiyonundaki 824 tarihli bir 6rnek, 1883 yilinda
Stanley Lane-Poole tarafindan yayinlanmustir. Ta-
ninnug Tiirk niimizmat merhum Ciineyt Olger'in
1988'de yayinladifi Leys'in sikkeleri hakkindaki
6nemli makalesinde belirttigi tizere benzer bir 6r-
nek de kendi koleksiyonunda yer almaktayds. Bu
akgelerde “Mehmed oflu ilyas oflu Leys” ibaresi
yer almaktadir (Figir 2). Ciineyt Olger, 823 tarihli
ve benzer bir ibare tagiyan, ancak Leys'in aduun
tugra formunda verildigi bir akceyi de tanitmg
ve tarbgmagtir,

Figiir 1'deki akgede de hiikiimdarin ad1 6n ylizde
tugra formunda verilmistir ancak bu érnek, Ol-
ger'in tanunladig drnekten farkli olup tugrasinin
Uveys bin  {lyas Han olarak deneme okumast ya-
pilnustir. ki y1l sonra (H. 825) basilmus olan bu
akgede baba adma eklenmis bir Han tinvam go-
rillmektedir. Bu tiir akgeler, Mentese topragimm

NUMISMATIC NEWS

A MENTESE COIN STRUCK IN
AH. 825 IN THE NAME OF
A SON OF ILYAS BEG

KENNETH MACKENZIE

The akge (dirham) illustrated in figure 1 is
inscribed with the name (U)veys in the form of a
tugra on the obverse, and it is dated 825 on the
reverse.

Some historians have mentioned Uveys as a son
of flyas b. Mehmed, a ruler of Mentege after the
lands had been restored to the beylik by Timur in
A.H. 804/5 (A.D. 1401/2). Nevertheless, Ilyas
had been forced to accept the suzerainty of the
Ottoman sultan Mehmed I, as evidenced numis-
matically by a coin struck in both their names
with the date 818. A specimen of such an akge
was published by Serafettin Erel, and a partially
struck specimen was displayed by the Yap: Kredi
Cultural Center in a 1994 coin exhibition.

Historians inform us that the two sons of flyas,
Leys and Ahmed, ruled jointly in Mentege after
the death of their father in A.H. 823 (A.D. 1420).
However, only the name of Leys appears on akges
struck at that time. A specimen dated 824 (held
in the British Museum collection) was published
in 1883 by Stanley Lane-Poole, and a similar spec-
imen was in the collection of the late well-known
Turkish numismatist Ciineyt Olger, as noted in
his important article on the coins of Leys, pub-
lished in 1988. These akges are inscribed “Leys
son of Ilyas son of Mehmed” (figure 2). Ciineyt
Olger also discussed and illustrated an akge with a
similar inscription dated 823, but Leys’ name was
in the shape of a fugra.

The akge in figure 1 also bears the ruler's name on
the obverse in tugra form, but it differs from the
specimen described by Olqer and its tura is ten-
tatively read as Uveys bin ilyas Han. This akge,
struck two years later (A.H. 825), has the princely
title of Han (Khan) added to the patronymic.
Such akges could have been in circulation up to
A.H. 827 (A.D. 1424) when the Mentege lands
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ARKEOLOJI VE SANAT:

H. 827 (M. 1424)'de Sultan II. Murad tarafindan
Osmanli imparatorlugunun bir sancag haline ge-
tirilmesine kadar kullamumda olabilirdi. Kimi ta-
rihgilere gore gehzadeler Leys ve Ahmed bir kez
daha hapsedilmistir.

Uveys ad1 iizerinde inceleme yapilirken gesitli ya-
yinlardaki ifadelere bakilabilir. Omegm, British
Museum sikkeler katalogunda Lane-Poole, “Men-
tese Emirleri” baghg alinda dért hiikiimdar lis-
teler ve H. 824 tarihinde dordiincii hiikiimdarin
“(Leyth), Ahmad ve Oweys” oldugunu bildirir.
Tevhid ise katalogunda “Layth ve Ahmad” adla-
rini verir ve Uveys'in adinin yamna bir de soru
igareti koyar.

E. Zambaur'un, Islam tarihi igin onemll, soy kii-
tiikleri ve kronoloji el kitabinda ilyas'm iig oflu
ve bir kizi oldugu belirtilmektedir: “Laic (Layth)”
yedinci hitkiimdar olarak verilmis, ve -hig bir yo-
rumda bulunulmaksizin- kardesler “Ahmad ve
Uvais”, kxzkardeg-leri “Fatima” ile birlikte liste-
lenmigtir.

Biiyiik Tiirk tarihci LH. Uzungargih kendi hazir-
ladig1 soy kiitiiklerinde ise “Ahmad ve Layth
(Uveys)”i birlikte hiikiim stirmiis olarak gdsterir.
Ancak Paul Wittek ve Ciineyt Olcer, Uveys'i ayn
bir hiikiimdar olarak gostermezler.

Olasilikla C. Ender ve G. Kiirkman, son yillarda
kamu ve ozel koleksiyonlarda bulmug olduklan
ve Figiir 1'dekine benzer akgeleri, Ege Beylikleri
sikkeleri hakkinda hazirhk asamasindaki yaymnla-
rinda tartisacaklardir. Béylesi bir sikke, bir kismu
Yap: Kredi Bankasmna gegen Ciineyt Olger kolek-
siyonunda (no.5858) olabilirdi (Figir 3).

Tugralarin yanhs okunmasi sonucu bu déneme
ait baz1 akgelerin hatah yorumlandigim burada
belirtmek gerekir. Lane-Poole bir akgeyi, Saruhan
Ogullanndan Omar b. {lyas'a; Wittek ise ayru sik-
keyi Leys'in kardesi Ahmed’e atfetmigtir. Erel de
“hatah” sikkeyle sorun yagarmms ve arka ytzdeki
568 tarihinin usta hatas: olup, 765'in oldugunu
diigliniip Saruhan’a atfetmigtir. Erel’'in gorsel
malzemesi yalmizca bir gizim olmasina kargin
ganshy:z ki, benzer bir “hata” érnegi 6zel bir ko-
leksiyonda olup burada Figiir 4'te gdsterilmistir.

Figiir 1'deki (kendi koleksiyonunda bulunan)-sik-
keyi incelememe ve bu deneme yazisini yazma-

ma izin veren Dr. Hans Wilski'ye tesekkiir etmek
istiyorum.

a4

were finally annexed by Sultan Murad II, becom-
ing a sanjak of the Ottoman Empire, According to
some historians the two princes Leys and Ahmed
were imprisoned once again.

One can refer to statements in various publica-
tions when considering the name Uveys. For
instance, Lane-Poole in his catalogue of coins in
the British Museum lists four rulers under the
heading “Ameers of Menteshe”, and indicates
that the fourth ruler was “(Leyth), Ahmad and
Oweys”, with the date A.H. 824. Tevhid in his
catalogue shows “Layth and Ahmad” with a
question mark next to the name Uveys.

In E. Zambaur’s important genealogical and
chronological manual for Islamic history, ilyas is
shown 1o have three sons and a daughter: “Laic
(Layth)” is noted as the seventh ruler, and—with-
out comment—the brothers “Ahmad and Uvais”
along with the sister “Fatima” are listed.

The great Turkish historian I. H. Uzungargih indi-
cates “Ahmad and Layth ((veys)” as joint rulers in
his genealogical table. Paul Wittek and Ciineyt
élqer, however, fail to mention vaeys as another
ruler.

It is pogsible that the authors C. Ender and G.
Kiirkman in their forthcoming work on Aegean
beylik coinage will discuss akges similar to that
pictured in figure 1, which they must have found
in various public and private collections in recent

‘years. One such coin was in the collection of

Ciineyt Olger (no. 5858, figure 3), part of which
was acquired by the Yapi Kredi Bank,

It is worth mentioning that certain akges of this
period have been wrongly attributed because of
misreading of tugras. Lane-Poole attributed one
akge to Omar b. lyas of the Saruhan Ogullan, and
Wittek decided that the same coin belonged to
Ahmed (Leys’ brother). Erel also had a problem
with an “error” coin, attributing it to the Saruhan,
assuming that the date 568 on the reverse must be
an engraver's error for 765. His illustration is
simply a drawing, but fortunately a similar
“error” specimen is in a private collection and is
illustrated here in figure 4.

I wish to thank Dr. Hans Wilski for permitting me

to examine the coin (from his collection) in figure
1 to offer this tentative attribution.




Figiir 1

Akge (dirhem), 15 mm, 0.772 g, Hicri
825, darphane adi yok

On yiiz: ((veys bin Ilyas Han (tugra
formunda)

Arka yiiz: Khallada/ 825 (kartug igin-
de)/ Mulkahu

(Not: “Han” tinvam1 bu Mentege sik-
kesi icin olagan disidir ve (deneme

olarak) ogula degil babaya ait oldugu
diigtiniilmektedir).

Figiir 2

ARKEOLOJI VE SANAT
Figure 1

Akge (dirham), 15 mm., 0.772 gr.,

A.H. 825, No mint name

Obverse: (U)veys bin Ilyas Han (tugra
form)

Reverse: Khallada / 825 (in cartouche) /
Mulkahu

(Note: the princely title of Han is
unusual for this Mentese coin, and is
assumed (tentatively) to refer to the
father and not to the son.)

Figure 2

Layth bin ilyas, Akge, 13 mm, 0.73 g,
Hicri 824, darphane adi yok

British Museum koleksiyonundaki 62
numarah sikkenin &n yiiz ve arka yiiz

Layth bin ilyas, Akge, 13 mm., 0.73 gr.,
A.H. 824, No mint name

The obverse and reverse legends on
coin no. 62 in the British Museum col-

lejandlan
(Not: ilyas'in baba ad1 eklenmis ve

“4” rakam Fars/Pers/Iran stilinde islenmistir.)

Figiir 3

Akge, 12.5/14.5 mm, 0.74 g, Hicri 825,

darphane ad: yok (bityiitillmiis resim)
Bu yayinlanmamis sikke aslinda
Ciineyt Olger koleksiyonunda idi (no.
5858). On yiizdeki tugra, Figiir 1'de Rl AR e S

gosterilenden biraz farklidur.

lection.

(Note: flyas’s father’s name is included,
and the numeral “4” is engraved in the
Persian style.)

Figure 3

Akge, 12.5 / 14.5 mm,, 0.74 gr., A.H. 825,
No mint name (Photo enlarged)

This unpublished akge was originally in
the collection of Ciineyt Olger (no. 5858),
The tugra on the obverse is slightly
different than that on the coin illustrated
in figure 1.

Figiir 4

Akge, 12/145 mm, 0.77 g, tarihi yan-
lig iglenmis, darphane adi yok .

$. Erel’in tammladig: yanhs tarihli

Figure 4
Akge, 12 / 14.5 mm., 0.77 gr.,
Date wrongly engraved, No mint name

An enlarged photo of a coin similar to
the one described by $. Erel with the

sikkeye benzer bir Grnegin biiyitiil-
miig resmi (6zel koleksiyon, Istanbul),
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