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Anadolunun 107T'den sonra Selguklu Tiirklerinin ida-
resi altina girmeye baglamasinin, yeni bir sosyal terkibin
olugumuna yol actig1 bilinmektedir. Selcuklularin hakimi-
yetialtinda Anadolu’ya yonelik Tiirk gocleribu cografyadaki
etnik yapinin da degisimine zemin hazirlamigtir. “Tiirkles-
me siireci” seklinde tarif edilebilecek s6z konusu degisim,
ozellikle 13. yiizyilda Anadolu yarimadasinda Selcuklu
idaresinin zayiflamasi ve Ilhanli istilasiyla daha da hizli bir
ivme kazanmistir. Nitekim Ilhanlhlarin éniinden kacan ka-
labalik Ttirkmen boylar: Anadolu’ya adeta akmisg, bunlarin
cogu da artik otoritesi zayiflamis ve Ilhanlilarin vesayeti al-
tina girmis Anadolu Selcuklularinin Bizans ile olan bat1 s1-
nir hatlaria yénlendirilmigtir. Iste bu ikinci biiyiik goc dal-
gas1, Anadolu'nun modern dénemdeki sosyal olusumunun
birinci derecede amili olacaktir. Tarihi gelisme cizgisinde
bunun en ¢arpici goriiniisil, bat: sinir hattinda ortaya cikan
irili ufakli Tturkmen beylikleridir.

Kastamonu kesiminden Antalya-Teke yoresine kadar
uzanan hat boyunca yigilan Ttrkmen boylari, zamanla bir
kism1 Selcuklu timeras olan boy beylerinin Bizans sinirin-
da yaptiklar1 miicadele sonucu birer siyasi tesekkiil haline
gelmiglerdir. Bunlarin muhtelif bolgelerde liderligini yapan
beyler birer hanedan olusturarak miistakil veya yari miista-
kil halde tegkilatlanmig ve beylikler kurmuglardir. Bu bey-

likler icinde eski Selguklu payitahti olan Konya’y1 ele gecirip

burayi merkez ittihaz eden Karamanogullar1 baslangicta
tistlin bir mevki kazanmiglar ve Selcuklu varisi olarak diger
beylerin kendilerine tabi olmas: gerektigi iddiasiyla {istiin-
liik tesis etme siyaseti izlemeye baglamislardir. Onlarla re-
kabet edebilecek iki beylik Kastamonu-Sinop hattinda yani
Bat1 Anadolunun en kuzey ucunda bulunan Candarogullar:
ile Kuitahya merkezli kurulmus olan Germiyanogullar: idi.
Bu sonuncu beylik kendisine tabi u¢ kumandanlar vasi-
tasiyla miicadeleyi giiney u¢ kesimine dogru kaydirmist:.
Zaman icerisinde bilhassa 14. ylizy1l baslarinda Balikesir
merkezli Karesiogullary, Manisa merkezli Saruhanogullar,
Birgi-Izmir merkezli Aydinogullar: ve nihayet Mugla yore-

*  Prof. Dr., Istanbul Universitesi, Edebiyat Fakiiltesi, Tafih Boélimii.

of the Emirates: The Mentese
Emirate and Ilyas Bey

Itis well known that a new social order emerged in Ana-
tolia in the aftermath of 1071, when Seljuk Turkish rule be-
gan to permeate the region. The Turkish migration under
Seljuk rule also laid the foundation for the changes in the
ethnic structure of the area. These changes can be regarded
as culminating in a process of “Turkification,” which gained
momentum in Anatolia in the thirteenth century after the
weakening of the Seljuk rule and the Ilkhanid invasion. Try-
ing to escape from the Ilkhanids, the Turcoman tribes al-
most poured into Anatolia, and most of them were directed
to the buffer zone between the Byzantine Empire and the
Seljuk state of Rtim, which by then had lost its authority and
was under the suzerainty of the Ilkhanids. It was this sec-
ond large wave of migration that would provide the prima-
ry instigator for the social evolution in Anatolia. The most
striking sign of this in history was the Turcoman emirates
of varying sizes that emerged along the western borderline.

Covering a sizable area between the regions of Kas-
tamonu and Antalya-Teke, the Turcoman tribes gradually
turned into political entities as a result of the border skir-
mishes conducted against the Byzantine Empire by certain
tribal beys some of which belonged to the Seljuk ruling elite.
The beys that led these entities in various areas created dy-
nasties of their own and organized themselves into autono-
mous or semi-autonomous principalities. Among these the
Karaman Emirate, who conquered Konya (once the capi-
tal of the Seljuk state) and made it their center, gained ini-
tial predominance and attempted to subordinate the other
emirates, claiming they were the true heirs to the Seljuks.
The two emirates that could challenge them were the Can-
dar Emirate located at the northernmost point of Western
Anatolia covering Kastamonu and Sinop, and the Germiyan
Emirate located in Kiitahya and its environs. The latter had
isolated the skirmishes to the southern tip by employing
frontier warriors in its command. In time, and especially
at the turn of the fourteenth century, new emirates would
emerge such as the Karesi Emirate in Balikesir, the Saruhan

*  Prof., Istanbul University, Faculty of Letters, Department of History.



sinde Mentegeogullar1 giderek miistakil birer beylik haline
gelmekte gecikmeyeceklerdi. Ustelik bu sonuncu beylikler,
Adalar (Ege) Denizi'ne yonelik gaza ve akinlarla sivrilmis-
lerdi ve denizcilik gelenegine sahip olmuslardi.

Bat1 Anadolu'nun u¢ kesiminde onleri denizle sinirh
olan Mentese, Aydin, Saruhan ve Karesiogullar diger bey-
liklerden daha farkh faaliyetleriyle 6n plana ¢ikmaya bagla-
di. Bu farklilik sosyal terkiplerinden ziyade Tiirkmen savas
geleneginin diginda genis élciide denize ydnelmelerinden
kaynaklaniyordu. Bunlarin denize kisa siirede yonelmeleri
bazi tarihciler tarafindan Bat1 Anadolu sahillerinde bulu-
nan mahalli Rum gemici ve gemi yapimcilarina baglanir.
Bunlar 1284’te Bizans donanmasinin dagilmasi tizerine is-
siz kalmislar ve Ttirkmen beylerinin hizmetine girmislerdi.!

Mecburiyetlerin mahk{im ettigi denizcilik faaliyetle-
rinin birtakim avantajlart oldugu kadar genisgleme imkén-
larim kisitlayan bir yami da bulunuyordu. Bu bakimdan
Saruhan, Aydin ve Mentese beylerinin Ege Denizine ve Gte-
sindeki topraklara akinlar yapmakla beraber burada kalici
bir varlik haline gelmeleri maddeten imkénsiz bir durumdu.
Denizci Tirkmen beyleri gaza ve ganimet ideolojisiyle hare-
ket etmeyi pratik olarak daha uygun buluyorlardi. 1320’ler-
den sonra Bati Anadolunun kuzey kesiminde ve Sakarya
vadisi boylarinda ileride yeni bir bityiik giic olarak sivrile-
cek olan Osmanlilarin y1ldiz1 parlamaya baslarken denizci
Tirkmen beylikleri durumlarini koruyacak faaliyetler yap-
maktan bagka bir siyasi diistinceyi gerceklestirecek ortama
sahip degillerdi.* Bunlar i¢inde en giineyde yer alan Men-
teseogullar1 denize yonelik faaliyetleriyle baglangicta Bati
diinyasinda da oldukca yakin bir ilgiye mazhar olmustu. Bil-
hassa ticari aktivitelerinin rahat gekilde idamesini temine
caligan Italyan devletleri acisindan bunlarin sadece ekono-
mik degil siyasi ve askeri faaliyetlerinin anlasilmasi 6zel bir
6nem tagiyordu.

Mentese Beyligi'nin Tesekkiili

Denizci beylikler arasinda dikkat ceken Mentege-
ogullar’min bulunduklar: bélge kabaca buglinkii -Mugla
kesimini icine almaktaydi. Bu beyligin kurucusu ise Men-
tese Bey'dir. Kaynaklarin yetersizligi onun kimligini kesin
sekilde belirlemeyi imkansiz kilmaktadir. Bununla birlik-
te yapilan aragtirmalarda Anadolu Selcuklu hitklimdarlar:
tarafindan onun atalarina Bat1 Anadolu uc kesiminde ikta
verildigi belirtilir. Ayrica Gliney Anadolu’dan sahilbeyi
(Salampakis)® unvanini tagryan biri tarafindan kuruldugu,
bunun Teke kiyilarini 1269’a dogru tamamuiyla kendi kon-
trolll altina aldigi, Karya sahillerindeki Strobilos, Stadia
ve Trachia limanliarini ele gecirdigi, kislak icin her mevsim

1 Halil inaleik, “The Rise of the Turcoman Maritime Principalities in
Anatolia, Byzantium, and the Crusades”, The Middle East and Balkans
Under the Ottoman Empire: Essays on Economy and Society, (Bloomin-
gton: Indiana University Turkish Studies, 1993), 311-312. (Tiirkge cev.
Uluslararast Hagli Seferleri Sempozyumu, Ankara1999,174).

2 Genel olarak bkz. Feridun M.ustafa Emecen, 1Tk Osmanhlar ve Bat1
Anadolu Beylikler Diinyast, (Istanbul: Cagaloglu Kitabevi, 2008).

3 Bu bigileri veren Bizansli tarih¢i Pachimeres’in eserindeki Salam-
paxides unvaninin “emir-i sevahil”in Tiirkcelestirilmis sekli “sahil-
beyi” oldugu iddias1 Wittek’e aittir. Ancak bunun “Alpler”i kastet-
mekte olmasi daha miimkiin gériiniiyor,

emirate in Manisa, the Aydin emirate in Birgi-Izmir and fi-
nally the Mentese Emirate in the Mugla region. These latter
emirates gained prominence through gaza (holy war) and
invasions in the direction of the Aegean Sea, and built up a
tradition of seamanship.

In Western Anatolia, the emirates of Mentese, Aydin,
Saruhan and Karesi Emirates were bordering the sea on the
western front, and they began to cultivate certain practices
which differentiated them from the other emirates. This dif-
ference stemmed not from their social structure but from
their interest in the sea, an unaccustomed feature in the Tur-
coman war-waging tradition. Some historians claim that the
local Greek seamen and shipbuilders on the Western Ana-
tolian coast were responsible for this sudden re-orientation
towards the sea. After the dismantling of the Byzantine fleet
in 1284 these men had lost their work and had entered into
the service of the Turcoman emirs.!

Forced upon these emirates by necessity, seafaring of-
fered some advantages as well as disadvantages such as
limiting the possibilities of expansion. In that sense, it was
physically impossible for the emirs of Saruhan, Aydin and
Mentese to maintain their prescence in the lands across the
Aegean Sea, despite the fact that they organized raids on
the Aegean Sea and beyond. The seafaring Turcoman emirs
found it more practical to operate under the ideology of gaza
and booty. After the 1320s, as the Ottomans were becoming
the rising star of the northern part of Western Anatolia and
along the Sakarya valley, soon to turn into a new power to
be reckoned with, the seafaring Turcoman emirates had lit-
tle choice but to implement a political strategy that centered
on protecting their status quo.? Among them the Mentese
Emirate in the south had been met with close interest in the
Western world due to their seafaring activities. It was essen-
tial for Italian states concerned about continuing their trad-
ing that they understood not only the economic activities of
this emirate but also its political and military operations.

The founding of Mentese Emirate

Noteworthy among the seafaring emirates, the Mentege
occupied an area that roughly coincides with the Mugla re-
gion today. The founder of the principality was Mentese Bey.
Insufficient information makes it impossible to determine
his identity with any certainty; nonetheless, the relevant lit-
erature notes thathis ancestors were rented land (Fkta) in the
westernmost parts of the Western Anatoliaregion. There are
other claims to the effect that the emirate was founded by a
“sahilbeyi/salampakis” (Emir of the shores)® from Southern
Anatolia, who then took complete control of the Teke coast
towards 1269, conquered the ports of Strobilos, Stadia and

1 Halil inaletk, “The Rise of the Turcoman Maritime Principalities in
Anatolia, Byzantium, and the Crusades”, The Middle East and Bal-
kans Under the Ottoman Empire: Essays on Economy and Society, (Blo-
omington: Indiana University Turkish Studies, 1993), 311-312.

2 Seein general Feridun Mustafa Emecen, Tk Osmanlilar ve Bat1 Ana-
dolu Beylikler Diinyast, (Istanbul: Cagaloglu Kitabevi, 2008).

3  Wittek claims that Salampaxides, the title used by the Byzantine
historian Pachimeres translates as “emir-i sevahil” or “sahilbeyi”
in Turkish. It seems however more likely that the term refers to the
“Alps™.



Toroslar’dan sahil ovalara inen Tiirkmenleri tegkilatlandi-
rarak giliclii bir denizci beylik kurdugu da iddia edilir.* Bu
bilgilerin dayandig1 Bizansh tarih¢i Pachimeres, Mentege
Bey’in adim1 “Mantachia” geklinde yazar. Mentese Bey’in
ad1 burada 1282’de Tralles (Giizelhisar/Aydin) ve Nyssa'yi
(Sultanhisar) ele gecirmesi vesilesiyle zikredilmistir.

Mentese beyleri 6zellikle 1300 yilindan itibaren Ege
Denizi’'ne ve sahillere yakin adalara yoénelik Bati kaynak-
larinda ses getiren akinlarda bulunmaya bagladilar. Mesud
Bey’in 1300°de Rodos adasinin bazi kesimlerini ele gecirdigi
bilinmektedir. Hatta Girit ile Mentege Beyligi arasinda tica-
ri ve siyasi iligkiler de kurulmustur. Hospitaliers (St. Jean)
tarikat1 sovalyelerinin Rodos’a yerlesmesiyle Mentese Bey-
ligi karsisinda kuvvetli bir askeri giic buldu. O kadar ki St.
Jean Sovalyeleriyle problem yasayan Cenevizlilerle ittifak
yapildi. Mevidn&'nin torunu Ulu Arif Celebi'nin de 1320°den
birkag yil dnce goriistip Mevlan&’ya baghligimi teyid ettigi
Mesud Bey’in® vefatindan sonra geride kalan alt1 oglundan
biri olan Orhan Bey beyligin bagina gecti. Ttalyan kaynak-
larinda onun 1320 veya 1321'de Rodos’a kars1 bagarisizlikla
sonuclanan bir sefer yaptigindan soz edilir.® Bu siralarda
Aydinogullar1 ve Menteseogullar’nin faaliyetlerinden do-
lay1 sikint1 yasayan Ttalyan devletleri kii¢iik capli bir Hach
ittifak: olusturdular. Venedik, Rodos, Kibris, Bizans, Papa-
lik ve Fransa gemilerinden olugan Hacli donanmasi Edremit
Korfezine yonelirken ayni zamanda Mentege sahillerini de
taramistl. k

Bundan bir-iki yil sonra Orhan Bey’i, 1333’teki ziyare-
tinde Becin'de géren Arap seyyah Ibn Battuta onu “Milas
Sultan1” diye anar. Seyyah onun boylu poslu, temiz ahlak-
1 oldugunu, ayrica alimlere deger verdigini, yaninda fikih
bilginlerinin toplandigini ve fakih Harizmi’nin de bunla-
rin arasinda bulundugunu yazar. Ona gore Becin Milas’tan
2 mil uzaklikta olup yeni kurulmus bir kasabadir, tepenin
tizerinde yer alir ve Orhan Bey burada inga ettirdigi cuma
camiinin yapimi siirmektedir” ITbn Battuta Milas’a giderken
ugradigi Mugla'da Orhan Bey’in oglu Ibrahim Bey ile de go-
rigmiistir.®

Orhan Bey'den sonra beylik, oglu Ibrahim’e gecti. Di-
ger oglu Huzir Bey ise Cine taraflarini idare ediyordu. Fakat
1344’te sahil Izmir’inin Latinler tarafindan alimmasi, sade-
ce Aydinogullar: degil Menteseogullari icin de sikintili bir
donemin baglamasina yol act1. Tbrahim Bey, Aydimogullar
ile igbirligi yapti, 1350°de Girit’e yonelik tehdidin ardindan

4 Bitlinbutartismalar veiddialar icin bk. Paul Wittek, Mentese Beyligi:
13-15. Asirda Garbi Kiigiik Asya Tarthine Ait Tetkik, cev. Orhan Saik
Gokyay, (Ankara: Tirk Tarih Kurumu Yayinlari, 1986), 26-31; Ha-
lil Inaleik, “The Rise of the Ottoman Empire,” The Central Islamic
Lands from pre-Islamic Times to the First World War, P. M. Holt, Ann
K. S. Lambton and Bernard Lewis, eds., (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1970), 173; Erdogan Mercil, “Menteseogullary”, Tiirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi XXIX, (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Diyanet
Vakf1,1988), 152.

5 Ahmed Eflaki, Ariflerin Menkibeleri 11, cev. Tahsin Yazici, (Istanbul:
Hiirriyet Yayinlari, 1989), 258-259.

6 Wittek, Mentese, 64.

7 Bucamimuhtemelen 1335’ dogru tamamlanmigtir ve bugiine ulag-
mistir, bkz. Rahmi Hiseyin Unal, Mentege Beyligi Baskenti: Begin,
(Izmir: Becin Belediyesi Bagkanlig1 Kiilttir Yayinlari, 2006), 23.

8 A.Sait Aykut, haz., Ibn Battiita Seyahatndmest,1, (Istanbul: Yap1 Kre-
di Yayinlari, 2000), 411-412.

Trachia on the Carian coast, organized the Turcomans who
came down from the mountains to coastal plains in winter-
time, and created a strong, seafaring emirate.* The source
for this information is the Byzantine historian Pachimeres,
who spelt Mentege Bey’s name as “Mantachia.” Mentese Bey
is mentioned in his account on the occasion of his conquest
of Tralles (Glizelhisar/Aydin) and Nyssia (Sultanhisar) in
1282. -

The Mentese emirs organized serious assaults on the
Aegean coastal region and on the islands close by, as re-
ported in Western resources. It is known that Mesud Bey
conquered certain parts of Rhodes in 1300. There were even
commercial and political relationships between Crete and
the Mentese Emirate. After the Knights Hospitaller settled
in Rhodes, the Mentese Emirate found in them a strong mili-
tary opponent, so much so that the emirate struck up an al-
liance with the Genoese who were having problems of their
own with the Knights. Rumi’s grandson Ulu Arif Celebi had
met Mesud Bey prior to 1320 and confirmed his allegiance
to the Mevlevi Order®, and after Mesud Bey died, Ulu Arif
Celebi took over the emirate from one of Mesud Bey’s six
sons, Orhan Bey. Italian sources mention that he went on an
unsuccessful military expedition to Rhodes in 1320 or1321.6
Vexed by the activities of the Aydin and Mentese Emirates,
the Italian states formed a small Crusade among themselves.
Theirnavy, made up of ships from Venice, Rhodes, Cyprus,
the Byzantine Empire, the Papacy and France, swept the
Mentese coast on its way to Edremit Bay.

The Arabian traveler Ibn Battuta saw Orhan Bey a cou-
ple of years later, in 1333, during his visit to Becin, and de-
scribed him as the “Sultan of Milas.” The traveler wrote that
he was honest and well built, that he valued scholars and
that a group of scholars of Islamic law had gathered around
him, El-Harezmi being one of them. According to Ibn Bat-
futa, Becin was a new town founded on a hill about two miles
from Milas and the construction of Orhan Bey’s Friday
Mosque was still in progress.” On his way to Milas, Ibn Bat-
tuta stopped over at Mugla and talked with Orhan Bey’s son
Ibrahim Bey,® who would come to power after Orhan Bey’s
death.

Hizir Bey, Orhan Bey’s other son, ruled the Cine region.
When the Latins invaded the coastal region of Smyrna in
1344, difficulties arose not only for the Aydin Emirate but
the Mentege as well. Ibrahim Bey collaborated with the

4 For all these discussions and claims see Paul Wittek, Mentese Beyligi:
13-15. Asirda Garbi Kiicitk Asya Tarihine Ait Tetkik, trans. Orhan Saik
Gokyay, (Ankara: Tiirk Tarih Kurumu Yayinlari, 1986), 26-31; Halil
Inalcik, “The Rise of the Ottoman Empire,” The Central Islamic
Lands from pre-Islamic Times to the First World War, P. M. Holt, Ann
K. S.Lambton and Bernard Lewis, eds., (Cambridge: Cambridge Uni-
versity Press, 1970), 173; Erdogan Mercil, “Menteseogullar”, Ttirkiye
Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedist XXIX, (Istanbul: Tiirkiye Diyanet
Vakfi, 1988),152.

5 Ahmed Eflaki, Ariflerin Menkibeleri 11, trans. Tahsin Yazici, (Istan-
bul: Hiirriyet Yayinlari, 1989), 258-259.

6 Wittek, Mentese, 64.

7  Thismosque was most probably completed around 1355 and has come
to this day; see Rahmi Hiiseyin Unal, Mentese Beyligi Baskenti: Becin,
(Izmir: Becin Belediyesi Bagkanhgi Kiilttir Yayinlari, 2006), 23.

8 A Sait Aykut, ed., [bn Battiita Seyahatndmesi,I, (Istanbul: Yap: Kredi
Yayinlari, 2000), 411-412.
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Izmir’i de kurtarmayi planlamigti. Ancak Venedikliler Ba-
lat limanina bir donanma yollayarak onun bu niyetini 6n-
ledi. 1352-1355 arasinda Girit Dukas1 Marino Morosini ile
bir anlagma yapmaya mecbur kalan [brahim Bey’in bu son
tarihte hayatta olmadig anlagilmaktadir®.

Ibrahim Bey’in vefatinin ardindan Mentese Beyligi
kardes kavgalariyla karigik bir déneme girdi. Ogullarindan
Musa Bey, Mehmed Bey ve Ahmed Gazi beyligin muhtelif
sehirlerinde hiitkiim stirtiyorlardi. Mehmed Bey Mugla ve
Cine taraflarinda, Ahmed Gazi ise Megri (Fethiye) ve Mar-
maris kesiminde idi. “Ulug bey” olarak nitelendirilen Musa
Bey, Becin, Balat ve Milas’da babasinin yerinde oturuyor-
du. Onun 1358-59 yillarinda Girit-Kandiye Dukas: ile bir
anlagma yaptigl, Ahmed Gazinin Rodos ve Kibris arasin-
da donanmasiyla korsanhk faaliyetinde bulundugu, bunun
iizerine Kibris kralinin da Aydin ve Mentese sahillerine bir
filo yollad181, Venedik’in araya girmesiyle 1365’te bir anlag-
ma yapildig1 yolunda bilgiler vardir. Musa Bey’in 1375’ten
biraz Once vefat ettigi bilinmektedir. Sonra onun yerini Ah-
med Gazi almigtir. Ahmed Gazinin boylece beyligin diger
kollarini kendi idaresi altina almay1 ulug bey sifatiyla bir
hak olarak gérmeye bagladig1 anlagilmaktadir. Denize yone-
lik faaliyetlerin ise bu dénemde daha da arttig1 ve Mentese
Beyligi'nin Naksa (Naksos) adasina kadar uzandigi, buray1
“haracgiizar” (harac 6deyen) hale getirdikleri belirtilir. Ah-
med Gazinin Balat’a da kisa siire hari¢, hakim olma cabalari
ise sonugsuz kald1.!° Balat tizerindeki miicadeleler sirasinda
Mehmed Bey’in oglu Ilyas Bey tarih sahnesine cikt.

ilyas Bey ve Dénemi

Ilyas Bey, yukarida da belirtildigi gibi Mugla ve Cine ta-
raflarinin idaresini istlenen Mehmed Bey’in ogludur.* Ha-
yatininilk dénemleri hakkindabilgiye rastlanmaz. Faaliyet-
leriyle tarihlerde asil zikredilisi, 1402°de Yildirim Bayezid’i
maglubiyete ugratan Timurun Anadolu beyliklerini yeni-
den ihya etmesi ile baglar. Bundan 6nce Menteseoglu Ah-
med Gazinin Venediklilerle yaptigi 22 Nisan 1375 tarihli
anlagmada ad1 gecen Tava (Tavas) Beyi Ilyas'in onunla ilgisi
oldugu diistiniilebilirse de bu husus agik degildir. Resmi Ve-
nedik kaynaklar onu “Alies, Alias, Alis, Elias, Hellias” sek-
linde zikreder.'? Aldig1 invan ise Balat’ta yaptirttigi meshur
camiin kitabesinden anlagildigina gore Siicaeddin’dir.

Yildirim Bayezid Mentege ilini ele gecirdigi sirada
(1390-1391) ulug bey olarak Ahmed Gazi, Balat hakimi
olarak ise Ilyas Bey bulunuyordu. Baz1 arastirmalarda il-
vas Bey’in kardesi olarak gosterilen Mahmudun 1389'dan
énce Balat ve yoresine hakim oldugu, ancak Ilyas Bey ile

9  Wittek, Mentege, 69-70; Ismail Hakk: Uzuncarsili, Anadolu Beylikleri
ve Akkoyunlu, Karakoyunlu Devletleri: Siyast, Idari, Fikri, [ktisadi Ha-
yat; [limi ve Ictimai Miiesseseler; Halk ve Toprak, (Ankara: Ttrk Tarih
Kurumu Yayinlari, 1984), 71-74.

10 Wittek, Mentese, 75-86. )

11 Feridun Mustafa Emecen, “Ilyas Bey”, Tiirkiye Diyanet Vakft Islam
Ansiklopedisi XX11, (Istanbul: Ttirkiye Diyanet Vakfi, 1988),162-163.

12 Elizabeth Zachariadou, Trade and Crusade, Venetian Crete and the
Emirates of Menteshe and Aydin (1300-1415), (Venice: Istituto ellenico
di studi bizantini e postbizantini di Venezia per tuttiipaesi del mon-
do, 1983), 225, 234, and 238; Serafettin Turan, Tiirk—ftalya 1 liskileri,
(Istanbul: Metis Yaymlari, 1990), 152-153, 155-157.

Aydin Emirate, planning to rescue Smyrna after overcoming
the threat to Crete in 1350. The Venetians, however, sent a
fleet to Balat harbor, thwarting his plans. Ibrahim Bey was
forced to sign an agreement with Marino Morosini, the doge
of Crete between 1352 and 1355, although it appears Ibrahim
Bey was no longer alive in 1355.°

After Tbrahim Bey’s death, the Mentese Emirate was
beset with fraternal disputes. His sons Musa Bey, Mehmed
Bey and Ahmed Ghazi ruled in various cities. throughout
the emirate, with Mehmed Bey in the Mugla and Cine re-
gion and Ahmed Ghazi in the Megri (Fethiye) and Marmaris
region. Also known as ulug bey (the great emir), Musa Bey
ruled Becin, Balat and Milas, where his father’s seat used to
be. It is reported that he signed an agreement with the doge
of Crete-Heraklion in 1358-1359, flew the pirate flag with
Ahmed Ghazi’s fleet between Rhodes and Cyprus, upon
which the king of Cyprus sent a fleet to the coasts of Aydin
and Mentese, and that the conflict was resolved thanks to
the efforts of Venice, culminating in a new agreement in
1365. It is known that Musa Bey died shortly before 1375,
to be replaced by Ahmed Ghazi, who thus came to see it as
his right to subordinate the other branches of the emirate
since he was ulug bey. Sources mention that seafaring activi-
ties increased even further during this period and that the
Mentese Emirate reached as far as the island of Naxos and
turned it into a tributary colony. Ahmed Ghazi’s attempts to
dominate Balat did not bear fruit except for a brief period.!
During the fight over Balat, Mehmed Bey’s son Ilyas Bey ap-
peared on the scene.

Ilyas Bey and his period

As mentioned above, Ilyas Bey was Mehmed Bey’s son
in charge of the Mugla and Cine region.!! No information
exists about the early years of his life. The first time he is
mentioned in the annals of history is during Timur’s revival
of Anatolian emirates after he defeated Yildirim Bayezid in
1402, There is mention of a Tavas emir called Ilyas in the
agreement signed between Ahmed Ghazi of the Mentese
dynasty and the Venetians on 22 April 1375, but the link,
if there is one, is unclear. Official Venetian sources men-
tion him as “Alies, Alias, Alis, Elias, Hellias.”** According to
the inscription on the famous mosque he built, his title was
“Sticaeddin” (hero of religion).

When Yildirim Bayezid conquered the province of
Mentege (1390-1391), the Ulug bey of the region was Ahmed
Ghazi, and Ilyas Bey was in control of Balat. According to
certain sources, Ilyas Bey’s supposed brother Mahmud was
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yaptig1 micadelede yenilerek Yildirim Bayezid’e sigindi-
g1, Yildirim’in Mentese ilini almasi {izerine Ilyas ve babasi
Mehmed’in kactiklar, Mahmud’'un ise beyligin bagina ge-
cirilmeyip Bergama yakinlarinda iki koytin kendisine miilk
olarak verildigi ileri stirtlmektedir.® Mentegeogullarina
mensup oldugu tarihi kayitlardan anlagilan Mahmudun,**
Mehmed Bey’in oglu olup olmadig, Ilyas Bey ile miinasebet-
lerinin derecesi konusunda miidellel bir bilgi bulunmamak-
tadir. Hatta kacarak Isfendiyar Bey’in yanina sigindiklari
belirtilen Ilyas ve Mehmed beylerin hangisinin Timur’a ka-
tildig1 da kaynaklarda yer almamaktadir. Bununla beraber
Mehmed Bey’in Isfendiyar Bey ile birlikte Ankara savagin-
dan sonra Timur’u Denizli’ye yakin Menderes nehri civa-
rinda karsilayip degerli hediyeler verdigi bilindigine gore,'
Ilyas Bey’in Timur’un yanina giderek Ankara savasina katil-
dig1, babasinin da bu siralarda Sinop’ta kaldig diisiintilebi-
lir. Nitekim Doukas, Ilyas Bey’in Timur’a siginma talebinde
bulunduguna isaret etmigtir.’

1403 Subat’indan hemen o6nce Venedik’in Kandi-
ye dukalig1 ile yapilan goriigmeler sirasinda Balat emiri
olarak Mehmed Bey’in bulundugu tahmin edilir.”” 1403
Nisan'indan 6nce iki taraf arasinda gériismeler bir sonuca
ulagtirnldiginda Mehmed Bey’in yerinde artik ulug bey si-
fatiyla Ilyas Bey vardir. Nitekim 1403 Temmuz’u ortalarima
dogru Balat’a gelen elci Leonardo Dellaporta, flyas Bey ta-
rafindan Becin'deki sarayinda karsilanmis, 24 Temmuz'da
da bir anlagsma imzalanmisti. Dellaporta, saraya geldiginde
“ulug bey”in onu ayakta karsiladigini, kendi yanina oturt-
tugunu, siyasi meselelerden konugtuklarini, anlagmanin
imzalanmasindan sonra bilytik bir téren diizenlendigini
ve kendisine hilat giydirildigini de belirtir.’® Ticari hii-
ktimleri ihtiva eden bu anlagma ayni zamanda bu dénemde
Anadolu’'nun karigik durumu sebebiyle Mentege Beyligimin
sarsint1 gecirmekte oldugunun gostergesi olarak miitalaa
edilebilir. Ilyas Bey bu karigik ortamda bir taraftan Venedik
ileiyiiligkiler kurmaya ugrasirken Timur darbesiyle dagilan
devletine hakim olmaya caligan Osmanli gehzadeleri ara-
sindaki iktidar cekigmeleriniihtiyatla takip ediyordu. Fakat
Aydinoglu Clineyd Bey’in faaliyetleri bu dikkatli siyasetin-
den vazgecmesine yol acacaktr.

Ciineyd Bey Ayasuluk’a girince buradan kacan Aydi-
noglu II. Umur Bey, Ilyas Bey’e siginmisti. Bunun iizerine
Ilyas Bey, yegeni Umur ile birlikte Ayasuluk’a yiiriiyiip sehri
yakti. Kalede bulunan Ciineyd’in babasini esir alip Mente-
se iline gotiirddl. Umur’u da yeniden Aydin Beyligi'nin ba-
sina gecirmisti (1405). Bizans tarihcisi Doukas, II. Umur
Bey’in dayisi Ilyasin yanina Begin’e gidip ona yalvardigina,
onun da bu istegi geri ¢cevirmeyip yanina yegenini aldiktan
sonra 6000 askerle Ayasuluk’a girdigini, Ciineyd’in babasi
Karasubagrnin 3000 kisiyle kalede bulundugunu, siddetle
direndigini, fakat Ilyas Bey’in kuvvetlerinin sehirde yan-
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in control of Balat and environs prior to 1389, but was defeat-
ed by Ilyas Bey and asked for Yildirim Bayezid’s protection;
when Yildirim conquered the province of Mentese, Ilyas and
his father Mehmed fled, still Mahmud was not declared the
emir of the region, but was given two villages as personal
property instead.’®. Historical records indicate that Mah-
mud was a member of the Mentese Emirate,* but it is not
clear whether he was Mehmed Bey’s son or how close he was
with Ilyas Bey. These records do not show if it was Ilyas Bey
or Mehmed Bey who joined the ranks of Timur after hav-
ing fled and taken refuge with Isfendiyar Bey; nonetheless,
since we know that Mehmed Bey and Isfendiyar Bey met
Timur after the Battle of Ankara somewhere in the vicinity
of the Meander River close to Denizli, and gave him valuable
presents,”® it may be deduced that Ilyas Bey joined Timur
during the Battle of Ankara and that his father remained in
Sinop during that period. Doukas, as a matter of fact, points
out that Ilyas Bey sought Timur’s protection.® _

It is thought that Mehmed Bey attended the talks with
the Venetian doge of Heraklion as the emir of Balat immedi-
ately before February1403."7 When the talks were concluded
before April 1403, Mehmed Bey had been replaced by Ilyas
Bey as ulug bey. In fact, when the ambassador Leonardo Del-
laporta visited Balat in July 1403, he was met by Ilyas Bey at
his palace in Bec¢in, and an agreement was signed on 24 July.
Dellaporta reported that when he arrived at the palace, the
ulug bey met him standing, had him sit by his side, and that
they talked about political matters; after the agreement was
signed there was a big ceremony and he was given a hilat.'* In
essence a trade agreement, this deal could also be seen as a
sign that the Mentegse Emirate was going through a difficult
time due to the tumultuous state of Anatolia. Ilyas Bey tried
to maintain good relations with Venice, while carefully fol-
lowing the power struggle among Ottoman princes striving
to hold together their state after Timur’s destructive blow.
It was Aydin dynasty’s Ciineyd Bey, and his activities that
would detract Ilyas Bey from his cautious policy.

Umur Bey II of the Aydin dynasty had fled Ayasuluk
when Ciineyd Bey invaded the region, and had sought ilyas
Bey’s protection. In turn, Ilyas Bey took his nephew Umur
with him as he marched on Ayasuluk and burned down the
town. Ciineyd’s father, who was residing in the fortress, was
taken captive and driven to the Mentege province. Umur was
once again made the ruler of the Aydin Emirate (1405). The
Byzantine historian Doukas reports that Umur Bey 1T went
to Becin and pled with his uncle Ilyas, who obliged him by
marching on Ayasuluk with six thousand troops; Clineyd’s
father Karasubas1 was in the fortress with three thousand
people and violently resisted the siege, but Ilyas Bey’s troops
burned down the town completely, and the inhabitants were
forced to surrender, although Karasubagi retreated to the
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gin ¢ikarp sehri tamamiyla yaktigini, halkin boyun egmek
zorunda kaldigini, Karasubagi'nin ise sehrin akropol kis-
mina kapanarak uzun siire direndigini, sonunda kapilari
acarak teslim oldugunu bildirir*® Fakat Aydin Beyligi'nin
kendi hakimiyeti altinda oldugunu iddia eden ve bu sirada
Osmanli Devleti'nin Rumeli topraklarina hakim olan Yildi-
rim Bayezid’'in biiyiik oglu Stileyman Celebi, Clineyd Bey'i
desteklemeye basladi. Anadolu topraklarina hakim olma-
va calisan Celebi Mehmed ise Aydin ve Mentese beylerine
destek cikiyordu. Bununla beraber Ciineyd Bey, Stileyman
Celebiden yiliz cevirerek Umur'u ortadan kaldirdi, Aydin
Beyligini eline gecirdi. Tlyas Bey ise bu durum kargisinda
onunla anlasmaya mecbur oldu (1407). Ilyas Bey ayrica du-
rumunu kuvvetlendirmek icin kardegi Siilleyman’a karg1 itti-
fak arayisinda olan Celebi Mehmed’i de destekledi. O kadar
ki miittefik arayisi icindeki Celebi Mehmed’in Rodos Soval-
yelerine taviz vererek kale ingasi icin Bodrum’u gosterme-
sine bile ses ¢ikaramad1.?® Biitiin bu siyasi durum Venedik’i
cok telaslandirdi ve Ilyas Bey ile aradaki anlagmanin ye-
nilenmesi icin yeniden diplomatik faaliyete ge¢melerine
yol acti. Kandiye Dukasi Leonordo Bembo, adamlarindan
Pizamano’yu elci olarak Ilyas Bey’in yanina yolladi ve 1403
anlagmasini yenileyen bir metin 1407°de iki taraf arasinda
onaylandi.?

Ilyas Bey beyligini stirdiirmek icin cesitli siyasi tegeb-
biislere girismekten geri durmadi. Bir taraftan Clineyd Bey
ile iyi iligkilerini devam ettirirken Timur’a olan baghihigi-
nmin ifadesi olmak {izere torunlarinin digiinlerine katiimak
icin bir elci ve hediyeler géndermeyi ihmal etmemisti.?* Bu
arada 1407 anlagmas1 akabinde Kandiye Dukasi Leonardo
Trevisian, Giorgio Sclavo adli bir bagka elciyi yollayarak
Balat’taki Venedik menfaatlerini koruyucu yeni bir anlag-
ma tesebbiisiinde bulunmustu. Ancak elcinin teklifleri Ilyas
Bey’i kizdird: ve anlasma gerceklesmedi. 1409 Kasim’inda
Andrea Pantaleo, Mentege iline giderek ayn1 haklar: elde
etmeye muvaffak oldu.?® Bununla birlikte miinasebetlerde
bir takim meseleler ¢ikt1, bagta Girit olmak tizere Venedik’e
ait Ege adalarini hedef alan Ttirk akinlar: Venedik’i Aydin ve
Mentese beylerine gozdagi vermek icin Ayasuluk ve Balat’a
bir filo yollama tesebbiisiine sevk etti. Fakat bunalim fazla
biiyiimeden ve savaga doniismeden atlatild..

Diger yandan Celebi Mehmed, Anadolu’ya hakim olma
cabalarim arttirmig Musa Celebi’yi bertaraf edip duruma
hakim olmustu (1413). Bu durum Timur’'un bagimsizhk-
larim geri verdigi beylikler icin 6nemli bir tehlike haline
gelebilirdi. Tlyas Bey, Anadolu birligini temin icin kuvvetle
calisan Celebi Mehmed’e baglilik bildirmek zorunda kaldi.
Ciineyd Bey de onunla birlikte hareket ediyordu. Vasallik
baglari tam olarak tesis edilmeden Once ticaret serbestisini
emniyetaltinaalmakisteyen Venedikliler yenibir tesebbiis-
te daha bulundular. El¢i olarak génderilen Kérfez Kaptam
Pietro Civrano, 17 Ekim 1414’te Becin'de Ilyas Bey’e eski
anlagmalarin gecerlili§ini ifade eden kisa bir anlasma met-
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acropolis and stood his ground for a long time, only to open
the doors in the end to surrender.? Yildirim Bayezid’s old-
est son Siileyman Celebi, who claimed that the Aydin Emir-
ate was under his rule and was at the time in control of the
Ottoman State’s lands in Rumelia, began to support Clineyd
Bey. Celebi Mehmed, who was trying to gain control over
Anatolia, was lending his support to the emirs of Aydin and
Mentege. Ciineyd Bey nonetheless ended his allegiance to
Stileyman Celebi and destroyed Umur Bey, thus conquering
the Aydin Emirate. These turn of events forced Ilyas Bey to
reach an agreement with him (1407). In addition, Ilyas Bey
supported Celebi Mehmed, who wanted to bolster his stance
and was seeking new allies against his brother Siileyman.
He even had to condone, albeit implicitly, Celebi Mehmed’s
giving permission to the Knights Hospitallers to build a for-
tress in Bodrum.?® This political quicksand greatly worried
Venice and caused them to once again engage in diplomatic
efforts to renew their agreement with Ilyas Bey. Leonardo
Bembo, the doge of Heraklion, sent Pizamani as his envoy to
Ilyas Bey, and the two parties signed an addendum that ex-
tended the agreement of 1407.%

Ilyas Bey continued to make a variety of political at-
temptsin order to keep his title as emir. He maintained good
relations with Ciineyd Bey, while not neglecting to send
an envoy and various gifts to Timur on the occasion of his
grandchildren’s weddings, as tokens of allegiance.?* After
the agreement of 1407 Leonardo Trevisian, the doge of Her-
aklion, sent another envoy called Giorgio Sclavo in an at-
tempt to strike up a new agreement that would protect Ven-
ice’s interests in Balat. The offers made by this envoy, how-
ever, angered Ilyas Bey and the agreement was never signed.
In November 1409, Andrea Pantaleo went to the province
of Mentese and succeeded in obtaining those very same
rights.?® Other problems emerged in this relationship, and
in the face of Turkish attacks on Aegean islands belonging
to Venice, the latter was forced to consider sending a fleet to
Ayasuluk and Balat in order to intimidate the emirs of Aydin
and Mentege. The crisis, however, was not allowed to get out
of hand and was resolved before evolving into a full-fledged
war. ‘

In the meantime, Celebi Mehmed had increased his ef-
forts to gain control over Anatolia and had indeed succeeded
in getting rid of Musa Celebi (1413). This state of affairs could
pose a serious threat to the emirates who had been recently
rewarded their independence by Timur. [lyas Bey was forced
to give his allegiance to Celebi Mehmed, who was working
hard to establish unity in Anatolia and had the support of
Ciineyd Bey. Wanting to secure free trade before fully estab-
lishing feudatory connections, the Venetians made another
attempt. Sent as an envoy, Pietro Civrano, the captain of the
Bay, succeeded in getting Ilyas Bey to sign on 17 October
1414 in Becin a short agreement reaffirming the validity of
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nini kabul ettirdi.?* Venedik ile Mentese arasindaki ticari
miinasebetlerin en son resmi belgesi olan bu anlagmadan
sonra Ilyas Bey’in Osmanh hakimiyetini kati olarak tanidi-
g1 anlagilmaktadir. Hatta bastirdig1 paralarda kendi adiyla
birlikte Celebi Mehmed’in ad1 da yer aliyordu. 1415ten iti-
baren Osmanlilara bagh olarak beyligini stirdiirebilen ilyas
Bey, ogullar Leys/Uveys ve Ahmed’i Osmanli sarayina re-
hin olarak gondermisti. Celebi Mehmed’in 6liumi{inden az
sonra da H.824/1421’de vefat etti.>® Onun bu son beg yilinin
sakin gectigi, bir bakima vasal stattide durumunu korudugu
acikfir.

Ilyas Bey’in beyligin en zor yillarinda durumunu mu-
hafaza edebilme bagarisini gosterdigi sdylenebilir. Venedik-
liler, Osmanlilar ve Clineyd Bey ile olan miinasebetler cer-
cevesinde bolgedeki hassas dengeleri cok iyi hesapladig: an-
lagilmaktadir. Siiphesiz bu mahir siyaseti sayesinde hic ol-
mazsa vefatina kadar beyligini ayakta tutabilme bagarisini
gosterebilmistir. Onun yirmi yila yaklagsan beyligi sirasinda
Balat’ta sanat degeri ¢ok yiiksek olan bir cami, medrese ve
imaret inga ettirdigi (1404), Mugla'nin Turgut nahiyesinde
de bir cami yaptirttig1 bilinmektedir. Sanata ve ilim adam-
larina deger verdigi, sarayinin bir kiittir muhiti oldugu da
anlasilmaktadir. Sirvanli Mehmed bin Mehmed, onun adina
Ilyasiyye adin1 verdigi muhtasar bir tip kitabi kaleme almig-
tir.2¢
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previous agreements.?* The final official document pertain-
ing to the trade relations between Venice and Mentege, this
agreement was followed by Ilyas Bey definitively accepting
Ottoman hegemony. Even the new coins included Celebi Me-
hmed’s name alongside his. After 1415, Ilyas Bey was able to
maintain his title as bey only in allegiance to the Ottomans,
and he had to send his two sons Leys/Uveys and Ahmed to
the Ottoman court as hostages. Ilyas Bey died shortly after
the death of Celebi Mehmed, in 1421.% It is clear that his fi-
nal five years were calm and that he maintained his feudal
status.

It could be said that Ilyas Bey was successful in main-
taining his status even during the direst years of his emirate.
It seems that he was very good at playing the delicate bal-
ance of power in terms of the relations involving the Vene-
tians, the Ottomans and Ciineyd Bey. It was doubtless this
adroit handling of politics that enabled him to keep his emir-
ate intact at least until his death. Tlyas Bey held his title for
nearly twenty years, during which period he commissioned
a mosque, a madrasa and an imaret in Balat (1404), all of
which are of great artistic value, and another mosque in Tur-
gut, Mugla. He was apparently a patron of artists and scien-
tists, and his palace was a focal point of culture. Mehmed bin
Mehmed of Sirvan wrote a concise medical tract and named
it Ilyassiye in his honor. 26
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