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200. Yilinda Morada Tripolice Katliami (5 Ekim 1821)
Ali Fuat Oreng*
Oz
Yunanistan'da 2021'de Osmanlidan bagimsizigin 200. yili vesilesi ile cos-
kulu kutlamalar yapilmistir. Bu kutlamalara Avrupa devletleri, Rusya ve
Amerika da 6viicti mesajlarla katilmiglardir. Bilindigi gibi bagimsiz bir Yu-
nanistan Devleti, Osmanli Rumlarinin 1821‘de isyan edisleri ve bu isyana
Avrupalilarin fiili destegi sayesinde mimkiin olmustu. Yaklasik on yil siiren
isyanda, asirlar boyunca Mora’y1 vatan edinen Tiirkler ile birlikte Yahudiler
de sistematik katliamlara ugramislardi. 1821 Isyan1 kisa stirede acimasiz bir
din ve irk savagi haline dontgmistir. Bilhassa Mora'nin idari merkezi olan
Tripolice sehrinde, tarihin ender gordigi katliamlarindan biri yaganmgtr.

Sehre siginan kirk bin kadar Tirk, isyancilar ve onlara destege gelen gonillia
Avrupalilar tarafindan yok edilmigtir.

Mora Yarimadasi’'nda yok edilen ve tarihten silinen Tirkler toplumsal bel-
legimizde yeterince yer edinememigtir. Fakat Yunanistan bu hatay1 yapma-
mustir. Nitekim Tripolice katliamina 6vgi igeren bir Yunan destani, Yunan
Milli Marg1 yapilmigtir. Sadece bu son tavir bile Tirk-Yunan iligkilerindeki
tartismalar: yalnizca giintimiziin hukuki, politik, ekonomik ve askeri bakis
agistyla anlamayabilmemizin miimkin olmayacagini gostermektedir. Zira
bazen tzerinden yiizlerce yil gegmis travmalar ve acilar ile zaferlere dair im-
geler, algilar, digiinceler ve duygular, bunlarla ilgili ruhsal etkiler, kusaktan
kusaga aktarilmaktadir ve iligkileri derinden etkilemektedir. Tebligimizde
tzerinden iki asir gegen Tripolice katliaminda yasananlar, argiv belgeleri ve
dénemi yansitan bilimsel kaynaklar 1s131nda ortaya konulacaktir.
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'The Tripolitsa Massacre in the Morea in Its 200 Year
(5 October 1821)

Abstract

In our neighbor Greece, enthusiastic celebrations were held this year on the
occasion of the 200th anniversary of independence from the Ottoman Em-
pire. European states, Russia and America also participated in these celeb-
rations with praising messages. As it is known, an independent Greek state
was possible thanks to the Ottoman Greeks’ revolt in 1821 and the de facto
support of the Europeans. In the revolt that lasted for about ten years, the
Turks, also the Jews, who made the Peloponnese their homeland for cen-
turies, were subjected to systematic massacres. The 1821 revolt soon turned
into a ruthless war of religion and race. Especially, in the city of Tripolitsa,
the administrative center of the Peloponnese, one of the rare massacres in
history took place. Forty thousand Turks who took refuge in the city were
destroyed by the rebels and the European volunteers who came to support
them.

'The Turks, who were destroyed and erased from history in the Peloponnese,
unfortunately did not have enough place in our social memory. But Gree-
ce did not make this mistake. A Greek epic which included praises of the
massacre of Tripolitsa was set as the Greek National Anthem. This situation
itself shows that it is not possible for us to understand the debates in Turkis-
h-Greek relations only from today’s legal, political, economic and military
perspectives. Because images, perceptions, thoughts and feelings about trau-
mas and pains and victories of previous hundreds of years, and the spiritual
effects related to them, are transferred from generation to generation and
affect relationships deeply. In our paper, what happened in the Tripolitsa
massacre, which has taken place two centuries ago, will be revealed in the
light of archival documents and scientific sources reflecting the period.

Keywords: Morea, Tripolitsa, Rebellion, Massacre, Greece.
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Giris

Yunanistanda 2021 yili boyunca bagimsizligin 200. yili kutlamalar: yapildi.
Coskulu gegen bu kutlamalara, Avrupa ve Amerikadan da katilimlar oldu.
Komgsumuz Yunanistan'in bagimsizlik i¢in 6nemli gordiigi ve son yillarda
devrim olarak nitelendirilen 1821 yili, Mora Yarimadasi'ndaki Rumlarin Os-
manli Devleti'ne isyan edislerinin tarihidir'. 1827 Mora Isyaninin kisa siirede
adeta acimasiz bir din ve 1rk savagina donistiigiine ise kusku yoktur. Yaklagik
on yil siiren bu kanli siireg bittiginde Avrupa biiytik devletlerinin himayesin-
de olmak sartiyla bagimsiz bir Yunanistan Devleti kurulmustur (1830). Yeni
devletin sinurlar1 ve yonetim sekli Ingiltere, Fransa ve Rusya diplomatlar: ile
Osmanli gorevlileri arasinda yuritilen mizakereler sonucu sekillenmistir.
Su hususun 6ncelikle belirtilmesi gerekir ki bagimsiz Yunanistan Devleti'ne
dair miizakerelerde ve yapilan antlagmalarda israrla 6ne ¢ikarilan hususlar-
dan biri, Tiirklerle Rumlarin bir arada yasayamayacaklar:, bu nedenle Tuirk-
lerin Mora’y tamamen terk etmeleri talebiydi®. Turklerin Moradan bitintyle
silinmesi amaci, yapilan uluslararas: antlagmalarin igerigi ile sinirli kalma-
mustir. Asirlar boyunca Mora’yr yurt edinmis Tirkler, 1821 isyan: boyunca
sistematik katliamlara maruz kalmglar ve yok edilmiglerdir. Bu stirecte Mora
Eyaleti’nin yonetim merkezi olan Tripolice (Tripolitsa) sehri’ ise tarihte esine
az rastlanabilecek vahgetlerden birine taniklik etmigtir®.

1 Anna Vakali,“1821 Devrimi Hakkinda Yunan Tarihyaziminda Araysslar”, 1821 Yunan Devri-
mi, Yunan Tarihyaziminda Yeni Yaklasimlar, cev. Asli Damar-Cakmak, haz. Konstantina And-
rianopoulou-Anna Vakali, Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yay., Istanbul 2002, s. 1-18.

2 Yunanistan Devleti'nin 1830'da belirlenen bu ilk sinirlari, Avrupal ti¢ devletin midahalesi
sonucu 1832 yilinda Rumeli'de tekrar biyiitilmistir: Ali Fuat Oreng, Balkanlarda 1k Dram:
Unuttugumuz Mora Tiirkleri ve Eyaletten Bagimsizhga Yunanistan, Babiali Kiltir Yay., Istan-
bul 2009, s. 119-209.

3 Gunimizde Yunanistann sinirlarinda bulunan ve Tripoli (Tripolis) adiyla anilan Tripolige
sehri, 1460'da Osmanli hakimiyetine girmistir. Sehirde 16. ylizyildan itibaren Tiirk yerlesimi
yogunluk kazanmustir. Tripolice, 1770'de Morada yaganan isyanlardan etkilenmis ve 1779'da
sehrin etrafi surlarla cevrilerek daha giivenli hale getirilmistir. Ardindan Tripolige, Mora'nin
yonetim merkezi yapilmustir: Michiel Kiel, “Tripolige”, Zéirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansitklope-
disi (DIA), C 41,2012, s. 314-315.

4 Cumbhurbagkanh Devlet Arsivleri Bagkanlhigi Osmanli Arsivi (BOA), Cevdet Hariciye (C.
HR), 19/926, Gurre-i Cemaziyelahir 1237/ 23 Subat 1822; BOA, Yildiz Perakende Evrak:
Arzuhal ve Jurnaller (Y. PRK. AZ]), 12/3, 28 Zilhicce 1304/17 Eylil 1887; Thomas Gor-
don, History of the Greek Revolution and the Wars and Campaigns Arising from the Struggle of
the Greek Patroits in Emancipating Their Country from the Turkish Yoke, C 1, William Ble-
ckwood, Edinburg 1844, s. 143-322; Maurice Persat, Memories du Commant Persat, 1806 a



4 Ali Fuat Oreng

Mora Yarimadasi'nda ve Tripolicede katledilerek tarihten silinen Turkler,
toplumsal bellegimizde hak ettikleri yere sahip degillerdir. Mora Turklerinin
yasadigi bu buyiik dram unutulmustur. Halbuki Yunanistan, 1821 stirecini
bagimsizliginin ve milli bilincinin en 6nemli unsuru olarak canli tutmakta-
dir. Hatta Tripolige sehrinde 40 bin masum insanin katledildigi vahgete 6vgii
iceren bir siir, Yunanistan Devleti'nin ve Giney Kibris Rumlarinin mil/i
marsi olarak kabul edilmistir®. Aslinda bu durum Tiirk-Yunan iligkilerindeki
agmazlar degerlendirilirken, yalnizca giiniimiziin hukuki, politik, ekonomik
ve askeri bakis agilarinin yeterli olmayacagini gostermektedir. Bazen tizerin-
den yiizlerce y1l ge¢mis travmalar, dinmeyen acilar ve zaferlere dair imgeler,
algilar, digiinceler, duygular, bunlara dayanan ruhsal etkiler kusaktan kusaga
aktarilmakta ve iligkileri derinden etkilemektedir. Bu ¢aligmada tzerinden
iki asir gegen Tripolige katliaminda yagananlar giin yiiziine ¢ikarilmaya ¢a-
ligilacaktir.

1844, haz. Gustave Schlumberger, Librairie Plon, Paris 1910, s. 50-122; Sture Linner, W
H. Humphreys’ First Journal of the Greek war of Independence” (July 1821-February 1822), Al-
mqvist and Wiksel Yay., Stockholm 1967, s. 8-73; William St. Clair, 7ha¢ Greece Might Still
Be Free The Philhellens in the War of Independence, Oxford Universitesi Yay., Londra 1972, s.
43-50; Salahi R. Sonyel, “Yunan Ayaklanmas: Gunlerinde Moradaki Turkler Nasil Yok Edildi-
ler?”, Belleten, C LXI1/S. 233,1998, s. 107-121; Nicolae Jorga, Osmantr Imparatorlugu Taribi,
(1774-1912), C 5, ¢ev. Niliifer Epgeli-Kemal Beydilli, Yeditepe Yay., Istanbul 2005, s. 215-260;
Musa Giirbiiz-Mustafa Turan, “Yunan Bagimsizlik Distincesinin Tarihi ve Tripolige Katli-
am1”, Uluslararast Sug ve Turih Dergisi, S. 1, 2006, s. 9-42; Gary J. Bass, Freedom’s Battle The
Origins of Humanitarian Intervention, Alfred A. Knopf Yay., New York 2008, s. 64-66, 86,134,
371; Oreng, age.,s. 27-285; Ali Fuat Oreng, “Yunanistan'in Bagimsizhig1 Siirecinde Yok Edilen
Mora Turkleri”, Uluslararas: Suglar ve Tarib Dergisi, S.11/1,2011, s. 5-32; Giirkan Peker, Yunan
Tarik Yaziciliginda Mora Isyani ve Yunanistan'm Bagimsizhgr (1821-1829), Canakkale Onsekiz
Mart Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Bastlmamug Yiiksek Lisans Tezi, Canakkale 2018,
s. 145-202; Metin Menekse, “Mora Muslimanlarinin Hazin Hikayesi: isyan, Zorunlu Gog
ve Iskan (1821-1832) Siirecine Genel Bir Bakas”, Tarib Okulu Dergisi, S. XLV, Nisan 2020,
5.793-832; Zekeriya Kursun, Nasubzdde Ali Paga ve Rum Isyan1, Valafbank Kiiltiir Yay., Istanbul
2021, s.45-128.

5 Yunanli gair Dionisios Solomos, milli marsin s6zlerinin alindig: siirini, Tripolice'deki Turk
katliamindan iki y1l sonra 1823’te yazmustur. Siir, ilk defa 1829’da bestelenmistir. 1865'de Yu-
nanistan'in, 1966'da ise Giiney Kibris Rum kesiminin mars1 olarak kabul edilmistir. Toplamda
158 dortliikten olugan siirde, Tripoli¢e'de Turklere yonelik siddet ve katliam 6villmektedir.
Yunanistan milli marginin yaziligi, igerigi ve kabul edilis stireci i¢in bkz. Meryem Batan-Le-
vent Kayapinar, “Dionisios Solomos ve Yunan Ulusal Mars1”, Dogu Bat: Dergisi, Balkanlar I1,
S.90, Aralik 2019, 5. 155-183.
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Harita 1: Bagimsiz Yunanistan Devleti'nin 1832'deki sinirlar:
(Kaynak: Oreng, age., s. 225)

1. 1821 Isyaninin Baglamas1 ve Morada i1k Katliamlar

1821 Rum Isyani siiresince Morada yasananlara gecmeden once birkag
6nemli hususun altin1 ¢izmek yararli olacaktir. Oncelikle ayaklanmanin ba-
sartya ulagmasi ve bagimsiz bir Yunanistan'in kurulabilmesi, Avrupalilarin
maddi-manevi destekleri sayesinde miimkin olmugtur. Osmanli Rumlari-
nin bagimsizlik kazanmalari fikrinin temelleri de Avrupada atilmistir. Av-
rupada Antik Yunan dénemine olan hayranlk ile Filbelenizm anlayiginin
yayginlagmasi, isyana olan destegi artirmigtir. Nitekim isyanin baglamasin-
dan itibaren her riitbeden subay ile halktan génilliler ve Lord Byron gibi
toplumsal kargilig1 olan bazi aydinlar ayaklanmaya destek i¢in Mora’ya gel-
mislerdi®. Avrupal génilliiler, Turk katliaminin yasanacag: Tripolice kusat-
masinda da yer almiglardir’.

6  Ingiliz sair Lord Byron (George Gordon), 1821 Mora Isyanina goniillii olarak katildi. By-
ron'un Mora’ya gelisi isyanin Avrupada daha da popiiler olmasini sagladi: Phillips Alison, Zbe
War of Greek Independence, 1821 to 1833, Smith Elder & Co. Yay., Londra 1897, s. 88-113;
Girbiiz, Turan, agm., s. 19-20.

7 Avrupada ve Amerikada Rumlar isyancilara destek i¢in yapilan yardim organizasyonlar ile
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Isyan eden Rumlara en biiyiik destek, ayn1 mezhebe sahip olduklari Rusya
tarafindan saglanmustir. Isyanin hemen biitiin organizasyonu 1814de Rus-
yanin Odessa (Hocabey) sehrinde kurulan Fi/iki Eteria gizli orglti tyele-
rince gerceklestirilmistir®. Ayrica isyanin lideri konumunda olan ve Istan-
bul'un taninan Fenerli Rum ailelerinden birine mensup Aleksandros Ipsilantis
da Rus Carinin yaveriydi. Avrupa kamuoyunda Mora Isyanina destek artin-
ca, Ingiltere ve Rusya arasinda rekabet artmugtir. Bir siire sonra Fransa da
rekabetteki yerini almigtir’.

Morada yasanan vahsete gecmeden deginmemiz gereken diger bir husus,
Osmanl idarecilerinin tavri1 hakkinda olacaktir. Dénemin sivil ve askeri
yoneticileri, 1821 isyan1 boyunca bircok stratejik hata yapmuslardir. Ozel-
likle Yanya Valisi Tepedelenli Ali Pasa tzerine yapilan seferde israr edilmesi
ve bolgedeki askeri potansiyelin bu operasyona yonlendirilmesi, Rum isyan-
cilart rahatlatan bir gelisme olmustur. Isyanin bastirilmas: siirecinde siklikla
komutan degisimi, orduda parali Arnavur asker kullanimi zarureti, Adalar
Denizinde tam hakimiyet kurulamamasi, Ege Denizi’'nde yasanan lojistik
sorunlar, Istanbul Rum Patrigi ¥ Gregoriusun 6nce gorevden alinip sonra
idam edilmesi gibi daha bir¢ogunu sayabilecegimiz bu hatalar zinciri, isyan
atesinin biyiimesine sebep olmustur. Yapilan hatalar ve isyanin zamaninda
bastirilamamasi, Avrupa miidahalesinin artmasina da zemin hazirlamigtir'™.

isyana gonilli katilanlar i¢in bkz. Mehmed Mansur, Rum Fetretine Dair Tarib, Istanbul 1288,
s.15-16; Edward Mead Earle, “American Interest in the Greek Cause, 1821-1827”, The Ame-
rican History Review, S.33/1,1927,s. 44-63; Douglas Dakin, British and American Philhellenes
during the War of Greek Independence, 1821-1833, Londra Universitesi Yay., Thessaloniki 1955,
s.5-290; C. M. Woodhouse, 7he Greek War of Independence, Its Historical Setting, Hutchinson’s
Universitesi Yay., Londra 1958, 5. 42-155; Clair, age., s. 1-366; C. M. Woodhouse, Capodist-
ria, The Founder of Greek Independence, Oxford Universitesi Yay., New York 1973, s. 218-283;
David Howarth, Greek Adventure, Lord Byron and Other Eccentrics in the War of Independence,
Atheneum, New York 1976, s. 64-169; Vak'aniivis Ahmed Litfi Efendi Taribi, haz. A. Hezar-
fen, C I, Yap1 Kredi Yay., Istanbul 1999, 5. 16-22; Va&'ansivis Abmed Latfi Efendi Taribi,haz. Y.
Demirel-T. Erdogan, C II-111, Yapi-Kredi Yay., Istanbul 1999, s. 543-544.

8 Necla Giinay, “Filik-i Eterya Cemiyeti”, Gazi Universitesi Kirsehir Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisi, S.
6/1,2005,s. 263-287.

9 Yunan Meselesine Dair Diivel-i Miitehabbeye Verilen Beyanname, Fatih Millet Kiitiiphanesi, Ali
Emiri, TY, nr. 666, s. 1-6; Gurbtiz-Turan, agm., s. 16-24.

10 Oreng, age., s. 27-97.
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Bilindigi gibi Mora Yarimadasi, Fatih Sultan Mehmed doneminde
fethedilmistir (1460)*'. Asirlar boyunca Morada bir arada yasarmus 7Tiirkler,
Rumlar ve Yahudiler arasinda isyan 6ncesinde bir ¢atigma ortam: da bulun-
muyordu'. Bu nedenle isyanin baglamasiyla bir anda saldirtya ugrayan veya
kusatma altinda kalan Miislimanlar hazirliksiz yakalanmiglardir™. Rum
Isyan1 bagladiginda biitin dikkatler Yanya Valisi Tepedelenli operasyonu-
na yonelmisti. Aslinda Tepedelenli Ali Paganin Moradaki otoritesi ¢ok
onemliydi. Bolgedeki her olumsuz gelisme Ali Paga sayesinde kontrol al-
tinda tutulabilmekteydi. Fakat Ali Paga'nin 23 Mart 1820'deki isyan1 Mo-
radaki dengeleri de degistirmistir. Tepedelenli tzerine sevkedilen Hursid
Ahmed Paga, Mora ve adalarda bulunan askeri birlikleri yanina alinca, bolge-
de giivenlik zafiyeti olusmustur'®. Devletin Tepedelenli tizerine odaklanmast,
isyan icin firsat kollayan Rumlara cesaret vermistir. Buna ragmen Rumlar,
ilk isyan hareketi icin Mora yerine Eflak-Bogdan’t (Romanya) segmislerdi.
Nitekim Aleksandros Ipsilantis liderliginde 22 Subat 1821'de baglayan bu
ilk Rum isyani bagarisiz olmugtur. Osmanli ordusu, Avrupadan destek ala-
mayan isyancilari kolaylikla dagitmigtir. Romanyada ezilen Rumlar, isyani
Mora Yarimadasi’'na tagima karar: almiglardir®.

Rum nifusun yogun oldugu Morada isyan hareketinin kisa stirede biiytime-
sinde Eteria 6rgiiti kadar Ortodoks din adamlarinin da etkisi olmustur. Bu
nedenle isyan acimasiz bir din savasina ve katliamina dénigmistir'®. Ame-
rikali yazar McCarthy, Olim ve Siirgiin adiyla yayinlanan eserinde, Mora
Yarimadasi’'nda Rumlarin Miislimanlara kars: genel bir yok etme politikasi

11 Machiel Kiel- John Alexander, “Mora”, DI4, C 30,2005, s. 280-285.

12 Christos Loukos, “Some Suggestion for a Bolder Incorporation of Studies of the Greek Re-
volution of 1821 into their Ottoman Context”, Ottoman Rule and The Balkans, 1760-1850:
Conflict, Transformation, Adaptation, Girit Universitesi Yay., Rethymno 2007, s. 197-198.

13 Ahmed Cevdet, Turih-i Cevdet, C XII, Matbaa-i Amire, Istanbul 1309, s. 239; Howarth, age.,
s.55-62.

14 Ahmedpasazade Mir Yusuf, Mora Vak'asina Dair Ba’z: Malumat, Fatih Millet Kitiphanest,
Ali Emiri, TY, nr. 564, vr. 6b-7b; Yunan Fesadina Dair Baz: Fikarat-1 Turibiye, s.1-2.

15 Ahmed Cevdet (Pasa), Turih-i Cevdet, C XI, Matbaa-i Amire, Istanbul 1309, s. 51, 109-
146, 248-250; Yiicel Ozkaya, “1821 Yunan (Eflak-Bugdan) 1syanlar1 ve Avrupalilarin 1syan
Kargisindaki Tutumlari”, Ugtincii Askeri Tarih Semineri, Genelkurmay Yay., Ankara 1986, s.
114-130; Latfi, age., C I, s. 10-14; Howarth, age., s. 21-26; Woodhouse, age., s. 48-59; Oreng,
age., s. 29-48; Peker, agt., s. 191.

16 Sonyel, agm., s. 107-120; Justin McCarthy, Oliim ve Siirgiin, gev. Bilge Umar, Inlalap Kitape-
vi, Istanbul 1998, s. 9-10.
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icinde olduklarina é6zellikle vurgu yaparak, ayaklanmanin milliyetci slogani-
nin “Hristiyanlara huzur! Konsoloslara saygi! Tiirklere 6liim!” olduguna dikkat

cekmektedir!”.

Moradaki isyaninin lideri olarak Aleksandros Ipsilantis'in kardesi Dimitris
Ipsilantis segilmistir. Isyanin 6ncii kadrolari arasinda Thedoros Kolokotronis,
Aleksander Mavrakordatos, Yannis Gouras, Marka Botsaris, Petros Mavromi-
halis, Tonnias Kopodistrias, Petrobeis Mavromihalis (Petrobey), Tonnis Kolet-
tis ve Patras (Balyabadra) Patrigi Germanos gibi paramiliter giiclerin lideri
bulunmaktaydi. Mora’nin Pindus ve Olimpus daglik bolgelerinde yasayan,
merkezi otoriteyle sinirli 6l¢ide tanigmis K/ef# gruplarinin isyanda 6nem-
li etkisi olmugtur. Kleftlere kars: daha etkili micadele i¢in Osmanli idare-
cilerinin destekledigi silahli Armatoli birlikleri de daglardan inerek isyana
katilmigtir. Tabi bu gruplarin yani sira Avrupadan riitbeli askerler de déhil
olmak tizere bir¢ok goniillii isyancilarin safinda yer almigtir. Mora’ya gele-
rek ayaklanmaya katilanlar arasinda A/manya, Fransa, Italya, Ingzlz‘ere, Lsveg,
Polonya, Hollanda, Belgika, Amerika, Macaristan, Isw;, Ispanya ve Danimar-
ka vatandaslar1 ¢ogunluktayd:. Balkanlardaki Orfodoks Slav milletlerinden
de isyana katilim olmugtur'®. Bu katilimlara ve destek cesitliligine bakinca
Mora Isyaninin bir Hagh Seferi anlayisina biirindiigiini sdylememiz yanlis
olmayacaktir.

Morada isyan atesi yayilmadan ¢ok kisa siire 6nce umulmadik bir gelisme
yasanmistir. Bazt Rumlarin hareketlerinden stiphe eden Tripolige'deki vali
kaymakami1 Sa/ih Aga, biitiin kazalarin kocabasi, metropolit ve piskoposlarini
huzuruna ¢agirmigtir. Salih Aga, isyana dair dedikodulara agiklik getirmek
istemigti. Davet edilen Rumlardan bir kism1 gelmistir. Bu kritik goriigme-
de bazi Rum temsilciler, Mora Yarimadasi’'nda eli silah tutar 40 bine yakin
milis oldugunu, oysa Mislimanlardan 12 bininin silahlanabilecegini ifade
etmislerdi. Rum idareciler, bolgede giivenlik zafiyetinin 6nlenmesi igin aci-
len 5-6 bin Osmanli askerinin génderilmesini 6nermiglerdi. Salih Aga, bu
toplantida Tripoli¢e yolunun isyancilar tarafindan tutuldugunu da 6grenmis
ve bilgileri Istanbul’a iletmistir (3 Nisan 1821).

17 Howarth, age., s. 28; McCarthy, age., s. 9-10.

18 Dakin, age., s. 8-50; Phillips, age., s. 30-34; Clair, age., s. 8-9, 36-37; Panagiotis Stathis, “From
Klephts and Armatoloi to Revolutionaries”, Ottoman Rule and The Balkans, 1760-1850: Conf-
lict, Transformation, Adaptation, Rethymno 2007, s. 167-179.

19 BOA, Hatt: Himayun (HAT), 862/38445, 29 Cemaziyelahir 1236/ 3 Nisan 1821; Ahmed-
pasazade Mir Yusuf, age., vr. 4a-b, 9a-b, 11a-15b; Clair, age.,s. 11-12.
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Salih Aga'nin bu gérismesinden sadece bir glin 6nce Kalavrita sehrinde
isyan baslatilmigt (2 Nisan 1821/ eski Yunan takvimine gore 21 Mart 1821).
Isyancilar ilk olarak sehirdeki 200'den fazla Miisliman’t katletmistir. Kalav-
rita ardindan Anabolu kasabasina bagl Argos'taki Mislimanlara saldir1 ha-
beri 6grenilmistir. Egriboz Adasyndaki Mislimanlar da saldirrya ugramistur.
Moradaki bu ilk katliam haberleri duyulmaya baslayinca Mezistre, Landor,
Fenar, Badrine halki Mora'nin yonetim merkezi Tripolige sehrine; Arkadya
ve Andurusa Mislimanlar1 Koron, Moton ve Navarine; Gastunluda yasa-
yanlar ise Lala Kalesine siginmuslardi. Lala kasabas: ve etraftaki on binlerce
Miisliman hizlica Badra kasabasina nakledilmiglerdir®.

Osmanli idarecileri Moradaki bu ilk katliamlar kargisinda zamaninda tedbir
alamayinca, ¢ok sayida Mislimanin sigindig1 Badra Rum isyancilar tarafin-
dan kusatilmigtir. Sehrin muhafazas: i¢in gorevli az sayida Osmanli askerleri
isyancilara kargt koyamamugtir. Askerler, bir kisim halk: beraberlerine alarak
sehri terk etmislerdir. Bu esnada buyiik mit baglanan Osmanls donanmas:
Badra oniine gelmis ise de asker kaleden ¢ekildigi i¢in etkili olunamamuistir.
Bu sartlarda Badrada kalmis olanlar fazla direnememis ve sehir kolaylikla
isyanct Rumlarin eline gegmisgtir. Sehre giren isyancilar binlerce Turk’i kat-
letmislerdir. Bu katliamdan kisa stire sonra A#ina sehri isyancilar tarafindan
kusatilmigtir (7 Mayis 1821)2".

Ayaklanmanin ilk giinlerinden itibaren Benefe (Monemwasia) kalesi bizzat
Dimitris Ipsilantis tarafindan kugatilmisti. Sehre disaridan yardim gelme-
yince, dayanilmaz bir aglik bas gostermisti. Zor sartlara daha fazla direnme-
yen Benefse halki, Rumlarla anlagma yaparak teslim olmuglardir (5 Agustos
1821). Teslim sartlarina gore sehirdeki 600 Tiirk, Anadolu sahillerine nakle-
dilecekti. Ancak Rum liderler anlasmaya uymamuglardir. Tahliye i¢in Suluca
(Spetses) Adast’'na ait li¢ tekneye bindirilen Benefse Tiirklerinin ¢ogu 6ldii-
rilmiistiir. Isyancilar, fidye kargiligi sag biraktiklar: Tiirklerin biitiin varlikla-
rina el koymus ve onlar1 Girit yakinlarindaki Kagor Adasina terk etmislerdir.
Yine isyanin bagindan itibaren bir¢ok Turk'in sigindigt Navarin sehri de

20 BOA,HAT, 925/40192, 15 Ramazan 1236/ 16 Haziran 1821; BOA, HAT, 1316/ 51287,29
Zilhicce 1236/ 27 Eylil 1821; Ahmed Cevdet, age., C X1, s. 50-55; Gordon, age., C 1,5. 219-
235; Mehmed Esad Efendi, Vak'aniivis Mehmed Es'ad Efendi Tarihi (Bihir Efendi Zeyl ve Ila-
veleriyle) 1237-1241/1821-1826, haz. Ziya Yilmazer, OSAV Yay., Istanbul 2000, s. 144-159;
Rufus Anderson, Observations upon the Peloponnesus and Greek Islands, Crocker and Brewster
Yay., Boston 1830, s. 74-80; Sonyel, agm., s. 107-120.

21 Ahmed Cevdet, age., C XI1, 5. 102-155; Mehmed Esad Efendi, age, s. 153-154; Oreng, age.,32-49.
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isyancilar tarafindan kugatilmigtir. Uzun siire destek alamayan Navarin halks,
Benefseli Ttrkler gibi Rumlarla anlagarak teslim olmuglardir (19 Agustos
1821). Rum liderler ile yapilan anlagmaya gore Navarindeki Turkler yine
Anadolu kiyilarina gétirtlecekti. Fakat anlagmaya uyulmamis, kadin ve ¢o-
cuklar dahil bitin Tirkler katledilmigtir?.

Moradaki Vostice sehri Misliimanlari, komsular1 bazi Rumlar tarafindan
Salona kasabasina nakledilmek vaadiyle aldatilmisti. Buna inanarak sehrin
iskelesine gelen Turklerden 400 kadari isyancilar tarafindan katledilmistir.
Yine Kornina kasabasindaki Mislimanlar, Tripolige’ye ulagmaya ¢aligirken
yolda saldirtya ugramustir. Korninalilara yapilan saldir1 Tripoli¢e’den haber
alinmig ve yardim i¢in 2 bin kadar génilld sevk edilmistir. Boylece Korni-
na Turklerinden bazilari canini kurtarabilmistir. Bu esnada her gecen glin
siginmacilarin sayisinin arttift Tripolige’nin durumu da giinden giine kotii-
lesmeye baglamisti®.

Osmanli idarecileri, isyanin bagladig: nisan ayindan itibaren etkili tedbir ala-
mayinca yaz aylari sonuna dogru Turklerin yasadig: kalelerin hemen hemen
tamami kusatma altina digmistir. Hatta isyancilar Rumelide 7urhala ve
Selanik yakinlarina kadar etkili olmaya baslamislardir. Bu arada Eteria 6rgii-
tiintin planina uygun olarak Akdeniz Adalari Rumlar: da isyana katilmigtir.
Isyancilar, sahip olduklari gemilerle sadece Ege'de adalara yonelik degil, Bati
Anadolu sahil sehirlerine yonelik saldiri ve yagmalara baglamiglardi®.

2. Tripolige Sehrinin Kugatilmasi ve Rum Isyancilarin Eline Gegmesi

Morada isyanin yayilmasi, kalelerin kusatilmasi ve katliam haberlerinin
alinmas: tGzerine Osmanli idarecileri askeri tedbirleri artirmaya ¢alismiglar-
dir. Bilhassa Kalavrita katliam: duyulur duyulmaz Tripolice Mislimanlar
ordudan acil yardim istemiglerdi. Ardindan Argos sehrinde yaganan katliam
Yanyada Ali Paga’yr kusatmig durumdaki Osmanli ordusuna haber verilince,
3500 askerden olusan bir birlik Anabolu’ya gonderilmistir. Bu ordu giizer-
gah boyunca bazi isyancilar: etkisiz hale getirmistir. Anabolu’ya ulagan Os-
manl askerleri, sehirdeki kugatmay: kaldirmigtir. Ordunun bundan sonraki

22 Ahmed Cevdet, age., C X1, s. 154-155; Dakin, age., s. 26-29; Clair, age., s. 104-110; Giir-
buz-Turan, agm., s. 24-28.

23 Ahmed Cevdet, age., C X1, s. 54, 153; Mehmed Esad Efendi, age., s. 153-154; Anderson, age.,
s. 80; Oreng, age., s. 37-58.

24 Mehmed Mansur, age,, s. 2-45; Ahmed Cevdet, age., C X1, 5. 150-151; 156-161; 177, 242-244;
242-244; Ahmed Cevdet, age., C X11, 5. 102-155; Howarth, age., s. 21-29; Oreng, age., s. 62-71.
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hedefi Tripolige’ye yardim olarak belirlenmistir. Tripolice Mora'nin yonetim
merkezi oldugundan vaktiyle Sa/labas Ahmed Pasa taratindan etrafi surlarla
cevrilmigti. Sehrin giivenli olacagini diigiinen birgok Miisliman buraya si-
ginmigti®.

Tripolige sehri isyancilar tarafindan tamamen kusatilmazdan 6nce bir tah-
liye plani yapildi. Buna goére Anaboludan hareket edecek 3500 mevcutlu
ordu Tripoli¢e’ye siginmis on binlerce Mislimani alip denize kiyisi olan
Anabolu’ya veya Badra’ya nakledecekti. Fakat bu plan riskli bulunmus ve
son anda vazgegilmistir. Yapilan yeni plana gore Anaboludaki 3500 asker
Tripolige savunmasinda kalacak, sehrin takviyesi i¢in ordudan biraz daha
asker yollanacakti. Bu planlar yapilirken ¢evre kasaba ve kéylerden binlerce
Misliman'in Tripoli¢e’ye akini ise sirmekteydi. Givenli oldugu gerekgesi
ile baz1 st diizey komutanlarin aileleri de sehre getirilmisti. Kisa siirede
Tropoli¢e’nin niifusu 50 bine dayanmigti®.

Tripolige, Mora'nin i¢ kistmlarinda yer aliyordu ve sehre deniz yolu ile dog-
rudan lojistik destek imkani bulunmuyordu?. Tarih¢i Ahmed Cevdet Pasa,
en bagindan itibaren Tripolicedeki Misslimanlarin hemen tahliye edilmesi
yerine sehirde kalinma ve savunma yapilmas: kararini siddetle elestirmistir.
Pasa, bu yanlis stratejinin on binlerce masum Miisliman’in katledilmesine
sebep oldugunu vurgulamigtir.

Sehirde yigilma siirerken Rum isyanci liderleri ile onlara destek olan Avru-
pali goniilliler, Mora'nin idari merkezi Tripolice’yi ele gegirerek stratejik bir
tsttinliik kazanma ve elde edilecek biyiik ganimetten yararlanma planinin
son agamasini tartigmaktaydilar. Isyancilar sehri kugatmak igin isyanin bag-
ladig1 nisan ayindan itibaren hazirlik yapmaktaydilar. Nihayet hazirliklarin
tamamlayan isyancilar Agustos 1821 itibariyle Tripoli¢e sehrini tamamen
kusatmiglardir. Bu esnada sehirde savunma i¢in 3500 Osmanli askerinden
bagka 2000 kadar da tucretli Arnavut savas¢t bulunuyordu®. Her ne kadar

25 Oreng, age., s. 36.

26 Kursun, age., s. 107.

27 BOA, HAT, 888/39242, 29 Zilhicce 1237/ 16 Eylil 1822.

28 Ahmed Cevdet, age., C X1, 5. 148.

29 Osmanli ordusunda istihdam edilen tcretli Arnavut askerler i¢in bkz. Muhammed Emin
Calar, Osmanl: Ordusu'nda Arnavutlarin Muvazzaf Birliklere Ahinmalari: Yasanan Sorunlarin
Sosyo-tkiiltiirel, Iktisadi ve Dini Altyapilar: (1826-1839), Istanbul Universitesi Sosyal Bilimler
Enstitiisii, Istanbul 2019, s. 71-104.
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sehirde halktan da eli silah tutan kimselerin toplam sayis: 12 bini buluyor®
ise de bu kadar az sayida kuvvetle Tripoli¢e’nin savunulmas: miimkin degil-
di*’. Bu arada Tripolice’deki Osmanl: idarecileri, kusatma bagladiktan sonra
sehirde Turklerle birlikte yerlesik bulunan Rumlarin ayrilmasina izin ver-
miglerdi*2. Tarih¢i Ahmed Cevdet Paga, sehrin zamaninda ve yeterli miktar-
da kuvvetle takviye edilememesi nedeniyle Serasker Hursid Ahmed Paga’y1
hatali bulmaktadir ve onu diigman: kiigiik gormekle suglamaktadir. Cevdet
Pasa, Hursid Paga’nin isyan eden Mora Rumlarini sille ve tokatla yola geti-
rilebilecek eski reaya zannettigini, halbuki onlarin Avrupadan destek gorerek
biiytik hazirliklar yaptiklarini ifade etmistir®.

Bu sartlarda Tripolige sehrinde dig dinya ile iligkileri kesilen Turkler ve
Yahudiler, tarihin en biyiik katliamlarindan birinin esigine gelmis durum-
daydilar. Sehir, cok sayida Rum isyanci ve yagmaya gelenler tarafindan tama-
men kusatilmig durumdaydi. Rumlarla beraber Avrupa ordularinda general
diizeyinde goérev yapmus ve etkili cephaneye sahip gonillii askerler kusat-
maya destek vermekteydi. Isyancilarin etkili menzile sahip top ve havanlari
bulunuyordu®.

Resim 1: Rum isyancilar ile Avrupali gonillilerin Tripolige sehrini kusatma
esnasindaki pozisyonlarini gosteren gravir. (Kaynak: Linner, age., Ek 12).

30 C)reng, agm., s. 9-10.

31 Gordon, age., C 1,5.232-237; Ahmed Cevdet, age., C XI, s. 52; Kursun, age., s. 105-113.
32 Linner, age., s. 64-66.

33 Gordon, age., C 1,5.232-237; Ahmed Cevdet, age., C X1, s. 52; Kursun, age.,s. 105-113.
34 Dakin, age., s. 28-30; Linner, age.,s. 22-28.
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Tamamen kusatilan Tripolige’ye ti¢ ay boyunca disaridan hicbir destek sag-
lanamadig1 icin ciddi gida sikintisi yaganmaya baglamigtir. Son ¢are olarak
kusatmanin yarilmas: amaciyla bir askeri operasyon planlanmigtir. Bu amag-
la Osmanli ordusundan Bayram Pasa komutasinda takviye bir askeri kuvvet
hazirlanmig ve Tripolige’ye sevk edilmistir. Ancak bélgeye ulagan Bayram
Pasa birlikleri, ¢ok sayidaki Rum isyanci kargisinda yenilgiye ugramis ve
geri ¢ekilmek zorunda kalmigtir (7 Eylil 1821). Bu sirada Rumlar, sehir-
deki direnci kirmak icin bazi tegebbuslere baglamislardi. Mesela Badradan
Tripolice’ye siginan bazi Muslimanlarla gizlice haberlesmekteydi. Hatta
Badralilardan bazilari memleketlerine donmek vaadiyle kandirilmisti. Bu
vaade inanan bazi Miislimanlar kaleden ayrilmis, ancak isyancilar bunlarin
tamamini katletmiglerdir®.

Bayram Paga’nin yardim tesebbtisti bagarisiz olunca sehirdeki durum daha da
vahim bir noktaya ulasmigtir. Basta Hursid Pasa olmak tizere Mora Eyaleti
idarecileri sehre erzak ulagtirmak icin gayret gostermisler, durumun fecaati
hakkinda Istanbul’a yazilar gondermislerdi. Hatta bolgeye yardim ulagtir-
mak icin gemiler kiralanarak Misirdan erzak getirilmeye ¢aligilmisti. Fakat
bu gayretler basarili olamamistir. Eyliil ay1 sonlarina gelindiginde Tripolige
halk: aglik, susuzluk ve hastaliklar kargisinda tikenmis durumdaydi. Her giin
yizlerce kisi agliktan hayatini kaybediyordu. Sehirde ev ve sokaklar gomiil-
mesi geciken cesetlerle doluydu. Bu zorluklar yetmezmis gibi isyancilar sehre
yonelik bombardimani siddetlendirmiglerdi. Bu durumda digaridan yardim
alma @midi kalmayan Miusliimanlar, isyancilarla teslim sartlarini gériigme
karar1 vermiglerdir®®. Nihayetinde Rum isyanci 6nderleri ile yapilan goris-
meler olumlu sonuglanmis ve bir tahliye anlagmas: yapilmistir. Bu tahliye
antlagmasina kusatmadaki biitiin Rum ¢ete liderleri imza atmisti. Buna gore
Tripolige'deki Tiirklerin Izmire nakledilmeleri karsiliginda 40 milyon kurus
(1,5 milyon Sterlin) 6denecekti. Tirkler once Guston iskelesine, ardindan
Arnavutluk sahillerine nakledilecek ve oradan da Izmire ulagtirilacaklards®.

Sehirdeki Tiirk idareciler isyanct Rumlarla bu tahliye anlagmasini yaparken,
beklenmedik bir gelisme felaketin kapilarini agacaktir. $6yle ki Rum ¢eteleri
ile tahliye miizakereleri yapilirken sehirdeki Arnavut askerlerin lideri E/-
mas Bey de isyanci 6nderlerinden Theodoros Kolokotronis'in adamlar ile ayrica

35 Giirbuz-Turan, agm., s. 28-29.

36 BOA, HAT, 863/38485, 7 Zilkade 1236/ 6 Agustos 1821; Gordon, age., C. 1, s. 238-241;
Linner, age., s. 28-30; Peker, agz.,s. 196.

37 Gordon, age., s. 242; Oreng, age.,s. 103-104; Kursun, age., s. 107-108.
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gorigmeler yapmisti. Bu gorismeler de olumlu sonuglanmis ve isyancilarla
Arnavut askerler arasinda farkli icerikte bir anlagma yapilmisti. Buna gore
Elmas Bey ve adamlar: sag salim Yanya'ya gotirilecekti. Elmas Bey, bu an-
lasma sonras: kale kapilarini 5 Ekim 1821 giint agmis ve digar1 ¢ikmustir.
Fakat kale kapist agilinca Rum isyancilar ani bir baskinla sehre girme firsat:
bulmuglardir. Bazi Musliimanlarin cesurca karsi koymalarina ragmen isyanci
Rumlar Tripoli¢e’yi kolaylikla ele ge¢irmislerdir®.

3. Tripolige'de Tiirk ve Yahudi Katliami (5 Ekim 1821)

Rum isyancilar, 5 Ekim Cuma giind, yani Mislimanlar i¢in kutsal olan bir
giinde Tripolige sehrine girmislerdir. Sehrin diigmesiyle Mora Isyan1 bo-
yunca yaganan en biytik katliamlardan biri gergeklesmistir. Sahit olanlarin
kanini donduran bu katliamda, sehirdeki 40 bin Tirk ile Yahudi vahsice
oldirtlmistir. Sehre giren isyancilar ilk olarak kusatma boyunca Tirklere
moral veren Tripolice Kadist Halim Eféendiye iskence yapmislar ve tzerine
yag bulayarak yakmiglardi. Kin ve 6tke dolu Rum ¢eteleri, ti¢ glin boyunca
kadin, ¢ocuk ve bebek demeden vahsice katliam yapmiglardir. Rumlar 6tkede
o kadar ileri gitmiglerdi ki Tuirk mezarligini kazip, cesetleri ve kemikleri dahi
cikararak yakmuislardi. Sehir, pash civilere kadar yagmalanirken ¢ok sayida
Tirk kadini ve ¢ocugu esir alinip, gete Uyeleri tarafindan ganimet olarak
paylasilmisti. Bu arada sehirde bulunan ist diizey idareci aileleri de fidye i¢in
rehin alinmigti¥. Tripoli¢e'de yaganan bu biiylik vahseti bir nebze yansitmasi
adina, isyanci liderlerden Theodoros Kolokontoris'in hatiralarinda yer verdi-
gi, sehre girdikten sonra hiikiimet konagina kadar atinin ayaklarinin cesetler
uzerinde giderek hi¢ topraga basmadigini sdylemesi yeterli olacaktir®.

Tripolige sehri barbar Rum cete tyeleri tarafindan giinlerce yagmalanmig-
tir. Tripolice yagmasinin en biiytik kazanami Kolokotronis olmugtur. Hatta

38 BOA, C.HR, 19/926, Gurre-i Cemaziyelahir 1237/ 23 Subat 1822; BOA, HAT, 841/37873,
Gurre-i Receb 1237/24 Mart 1822; BOA, HAT, 871/38718-A, 23 $aban 1238/ 5 Mayis
1823; BOA, HAT, 877/38829, 23 Safer 1237/ 19 Kasim 1821; BOA, HAT, 877/38833, 23
Safer 1237/ 19 Kasim 1821; Gordon, age., C 1, s. 243-244; Mehmed Esad Efendi, age., s.
680-682; Bass, age., s. 64-66; Linner, age., s. 61-63; (")reng, age., s. 97-116; Menekse, agm., s.
798-800; Kursun, age., s. 105-113.

39 BOA, HAT, 842/37873, 1 Receb 1237/ 24 Mart 1822; Ahmedpasazade Mir Yusuf, age., vr.
3b-24b; Ahmed Cevdet, age., C XII, s. 24-26; Howarth, age., s. 34-36; Linner, age., s. 62-63;
Oreng, agm., s. 12-32; Peker, agz.,s. 193-205.

40 Peker, agz.,s.198.
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Kolokotronise ganimet avcis: lakabr takilmistir*!. Yagmanin boyutunu anla-
yabilmemiz i¢in ise katliama katilan Manyali Petros Movromihalisin payina
disen ganimeti 20 katir ve 2 deve ile ancak tagiyabildigini belirtmemiz ye-
terli olacaktir®. Tripolice’de Tiirk mallarinin yagmalanmasi, ganimet payla-
stmindan kaynaklanan ¢ekismeler, kéle ve cariye yapilan Tirk kadinlarina
dair tartigmalar sonraki dénemlerde dahi Yunan siyasetinde ve toplumunda
gindem olmusgtur®.

Belge 1: Tripoli¢e’nin 5 Ekim 1821'de diigmesi ve sehirde yagsanan katliam
hakkinda Anabolu tarafindan gelen Yusuf Aga'nin takdim ettigi yazi.
(Kaynak: BOA, C. HR, 19/926).

41 Peker, agz.,s.196-197.

42 BOA,HAT, 862 38442,29 Cemaziyelevvel 1237/ 21 Subat 1822; Mehmed Esad Efendj, age.,
s.155; Ahmed Cevdet, age., C XI1, 5. 24-26.

43 Bilhassa Tripoligede ve genel olarak Morada Rum isyancilar tarafindan kéle yapilanlarin yan: sira
cariye veya es olarak alinan, bir kismu din degistirmek zorunda kalan Tirk kadinlarinin hazin
hikéyesi icin bkz. Christos Loukos, “1821 Devrimi Sirasindaki Erotik Iligkiler ve Cinsel Pratik-
ler”, gev. Ash Damar-Cakmak, 1821 Yunan Devrimi, Yunan Taribyaziminda Yeni Yaklasimlar, haz.
Konstantina Andrianopoulou-Anna Vakali, Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yay., Tstanbul 2002, 5. 229-238.
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Tripolice'deki katliama ve yasanan vahsete dair tanik olanlarin kaleminden
bazi bilgilere agagida yer verilecektir. Fakat oncelikle bu kadar biytik bir vah-
setin yasandig1 Tripolige sehrinde olanlar hakkinda ve genel olarak isyanda
Tirk varliginin tamamen silindigi Mora Yarimadasi'ndaki katliamlara dair
dénemin Osmanli kaynaklarinda neden fazla bilgiye rastlanilmadig soru-
sunun cevabini aramamiz gerekir. Bu sorunun cevab: dénemin Osmanli ta-
rihgisi Ahmed Liitfi Efendi tarafindan agiklikla verilmistir. 1866'da Vakantvis
olan ve 1825-1879 yillar1 arasindaki gelismeleri kaleme alan Litfi Efendi,
Mora Isyani olaylarini aktarirken, Sultan II. Mahmud ve dénemin devlet
adamlarinin kamuoyundan gelecek tepkileri dindirmek, basta Istanbul olmak
Uzere imparatorlugun bir¢ok bolgesinde Turklerle birlikte yagayan Rumlara
yonelik siddet eylemlerini 6nlemek amaciyla Mora'da katledilen Musliman-
lara dair haberleri gizlediklerini ifade etmistir. Liithh Efendi, isyanin daha ilk
glnlerinde Morada en az 35 bin Turkiin katledildiginin devlet tarafindan
bilindigini yazmaktadir. Bu hususlar: dikkate alan Litfi Efendi, isyana dair
olaylar yazilirken Rumlarin kayiplarinin dile getirilip, Mislimanlardan hig
bahsedilmemesinin ileride vatana ve devlete zarar verecegini, Rumlarin hakli
gibi algilanacaklarini 6ngérerek, bu gizleme politikasinin yanhishgina vurgu
yapmustir. Ahmed Lutfi Efendi, hadiselerin tek tarafli degil, her yoniiyle or-
taya konulmasinin 6nemine deginerek, olaylarin yasandig1 esnada gérmez-
likten gelinmis olsa bile Morada isyan boyunca Rumlarin Mislimanlar: yok
ettiklerini, hamile kadinlarin karinlarindaki ceninlere varana kadar envai zu-
limlerle idam edip atese attiklarini, isyancilarin béyle nice kadin ve ¢ocugu
yok ettiklerini, sag kalanlarin vatanlarindan stirildiklerini, boylece kisa bir
sure icinde koca Mora bolgesindeki biitiin Tirklerin perigan olduklar: ger-
¢egini aslinda herkesin bildigini dile getirmektedir. Lutfi Efendi, daha son-
raki dénemlerde devletin isyanct Rumlara karg: gosterdigi siddetin arkasinda
Moradaki Misliimanlarin ¢oluk ¢cocuk katletmesinin ve nice zavalli Tirk’iin
akla gelmeyecek iskencelerle 6ldiiriilmesinin olduguna da yer vermistir*.

Tripolice katliamindan yillar sonra Su/tan II. Abdiilhamid, Morada Rum-
larin Miisliman ahaliye yonelik zalimce davraniglan ile Eterya 6rgitinin
tarihinin yazilmasini istemistir (1887). Bu amagla konu hakkinda gorisi
sorulan Mora muhacirlerinden bir sahis rapor hazirlamigtir. Raporunu dev-
lete sunan gahis, sadece yagsanan olaylarin yazilmasinin bu meseleyi anla-
makta yeterli olmayacagini, Rumlarin devlete ve Miisliman halka bu derece

44 Vak'anirvis Abmed Litfi Efendi Taribi, C 1, s. 38-39, Vak'aniivis Abmed Litfi Efendi Taribi, C
II-111, s. 543.
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diismanlik beslemelerinin ve onlari zulim yapmaya sevk eden sebeplerin de
anlagilmas: gerektigini ifade etmistir. Ayrica gergeklerin ortaya ¢ikmasi icin
Eterya 6rgutiinin Rumca belgelerden olusan arsivinin de incelenmesi ge-
rektigine de vurgu yapmistir®.

Morada ve Tripoliede katledilen Tirklerin sayist hakkinda kaynak-
larda birbirinden farkli rakamlar zikredilmektedir. Bazi Yunanli ve Av-
rupali kaynaklarda olimler ¢ok az gosterilmekte ve vahgetin boyutlar:
onemsizlestirilmektedir. Kugkusuz Mora Isyanina dair arsiv belgelerinde ve
konuyu ele alan kaynaklarda isyan boyunca ne kadar Turk’iin katledildiginin
kesin bir rakamina ulagmak miimkiin degildir. Bunun sebebi, isyanin bagla-
dig1 tarihlerde Osmanli Devleti’nde duzenli niifus verilerinin bulunmamasi-
dir. Klasik dénem boyunca bélgede vergi ve askerlik i¢in yapilan yazimlarda
belli yagin tstiindeki erkeklerin kayd: tutulmustu. Bu nedenle 1821 isyan:
oncesi ve sonrast i¢in tam ve kesin olarak bir niifus verisi mukayesesi imka-
n1 bulunmamaktadir. Buna ragmen bolgedeki Tirk nifusuna dair giivenilir
bazi rakamlar mevcuttur. Mesela Yunanli yazar Emile Y. Kolondy, 1821 isyani
basladiginda Moradaki Tiirklerin toplam sayisini 90.800 olarak vermektedir.
Yazara gore Egriboz Adasi’'nda da 7.163 Tirk yasamaktaydi*. O déneme ait
Osmanl Tiirkgesi bir yazma eserde Moradaki sehirlerin hane tizerinden nii-
tus bilgilerine yer verilmistir. Buna gore isyandan yaklagik on yil 6ncesinde
Tripolige'de 2000 yerlesik Tirk hanesi bulunuyordu®’. N. J. Svoronos tara-
findan kaleme alinan ve Yunanistan'in 1821-1838 arasindaki nifus degisi-
mini gosteren eserde ise 1821 tarihi itibariyle toplam 938.765 olan nifusun,
1838de 752.077’ye kadar dustigu tespiti yapilmigtir*®. Kuskusuz bu on yedi
yil iginde Yunanistan'in niifusundaki 200 bine yakin eksilmede en biiyiik pay
yok edilen Mora Tiirklerine ait olmalidir.

Yunanistan'in 1830'da bagimsizligini kazanmasindan ¢ok kisa stire 6nce Mo-
ra’y1 ziyaret ederek misyoner faaliyetlerde bulunan ve gozlemlerini kaleme
alan rahip Rufus Anderson, niifusa ve bolgede yasananlara dair 6nemli bilgiler
aktarmaktadir. Rahip Anderson, gtivenilir Yunanl otoritelere dayandirdigini
ifade ettigi bilgilere gore, isyan 6ncesinde Morada 80 binden fazla TirkKin
yasadigini, 1829 itibariyle bunlarin yok edilmek ve siiriilmek suretiyle hi¢

45 BOA,Y.PRK.AZ]J,12/3,28 Zilhicce 1304/17 Eylil 1887.
46 Emile Y. Kolondy, iz population desiles de la gréce, C I, Aix-en-Provence 1974,5.191; Oreng, age.,s.97-99.
47 Mehmed Orfi, Cografya-y: Orfi, Siileymaniye Kiitiphanesi, Esad Efendi, TY, nr. 2045, vr. 17a-26b.

48 N.]. Svoronos, Yunanistan Niifusu ve Yunanistan Niifus Sayimlari, ¢ev. M. Galip, Aydinlik Basi-
mevi, Istanbul 1936, s.14.
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birinden eser kalmadigini ifade etmektedir. Anderson, bdlgede bizzat ken-
disinin gordigu Turklere ait birgok kemik yiginlarinin varligindan bahset-
mektedir®.

Osmanli belgelerinde Morada ve Tripolige'deki katliamlar ihmal edilmis iken,
aynt durumla Yunan kaynaklarinda da kargilagiyoruz. Bazi Yunanli aragtirma-
cilar Tripolice'de yasananlari katliam olarak nitelendirseler de genel olarak
vahset gormezlikten gelinmektedir. Halbuki Tripoli¢e katliami, Yunan mil-
li marginin s6zlerini olugturdugu i¢in bu ilgisizligi anlamlandirmak da zor-
lagmaktadir. Yunanistandaki ders kitaplarinda Tripolige'de olanlar hakkinda
cok kisa bilgiye yer verilmistir. Yunanl tarihgiler arasinda, oldirtlen Ttirk ve
Yahudi sayisinin abartili oldugu gérisii yaygindir. Buna ragmen sehirde yasa-
nanlari vahset olarak kabul eden Yunanl: tarihgiler de bulunmaktadir. Mesela
Yannis Kolatos, Tripoli¢e kusatmas: sonrasinda Rumlarin bir katliam yaptikla-
rim belirtmektedir. Tarihci K. Yannis ise Tripoligede olanlart Mora Isyaninin
en karanlk olayi olarak tarihe gectigini ifade etmektedir. Tarih¢i Apostolos E.
Vakalopulos, Tripoligedeki vahseti su ctimlelerle tarihe mal etmigtir: “77fe4,
yatagan ve her tiirli oliimciil alet, yash, kadin ve hatta kiigiik cocuklara bile mer-
hamet gostermeden kullanilvyordu. Esirler, yiizyillar boyunca kendilerine yaptik-
lar: kétiliigiin bedelini, Tiranlarima ayni yontemle édetiyorlards”. Vakalopulos,
yapilan vahgeti kabul etmekle birlikte, Tiirklerin ytizyillar boyunca Rumlari
sindirmek i¢in giristikleri katliam ve iskencelerin Rumlarda nefret ve intikam
duygusuna sebep oldugunu, Rumlarin i¢lerinde biriken nefretin onlar1 aman-
s1z bir vahsilige sevk ettigini 6ne sirmistiir. Vakalopulos bu degerlendirmesi
ile katliam sugunu katledilenlere yiiklemis oluyordu®.

Tripoligede katledilen Turklerin sayisii 10 bin olarak kabul eden tarih¢i Di-
mitris Stathakopulos da yasanan vahsete gerekge Gretmistir. Ona gore, milli bir
tehlike karsisinda insani duygular bir kenara birakimaktayd: ve savasin kurallari
yoktu. Ayrica Rum askerlerin tek ge¢im kaynag: olan ganimet ve yagma, 19.
yizyilda gayri ahlaki bir olay olarak gériilmiyordu. Stathakopulos, Moradaki
birgok kugatma esnasinda Turklerden silahlarini birakarak teslim olmalarinin
istendigini, Ttrklerin teslim olmak bir yana ayni ¢agriyr Rumlara yaptiklarini,
bunun sonucunda da oldurtldiiklerini belirtmektedir. Yazar, isyancilarin Tiirkle-
re ve isbirlik¢i Hristiyanlara karsi ok acimasiz olduklarini, bunun sebebinin dért
asir boyunca kendilerine yagatilanlar oldugunu ifade etmektedir. Stathakopu-

49 Anderson, age., s. 51-200.
5o Peker, agz.,s.198.
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losa gére Rumlarin Osmanli kadin ve ¢ocuklarina uyguladiklar: siddetin nedeni,
kendi kadin ve ¢ocuklarina Tiirklerin yaptiklarinin kargilif1 olmas: idi. Statha-
kopulos, Tripolice kusatmas: esnasinda sehirdeki Yahudilerin timiinin 6ldui-
rilmesinin sebebi olarak Istanbul’daki Yahudilerin Rumlara kargi tutumlarin:
ve idam edilen Istanbul Rum Patriginin cesedine yaptiklari saygisizigi gerekge
gostermigtir. Yunanistan'n 6nemli tarihgilerinden Spiridon Trikupis, Tripolice
sehrinde yagananlari su ciimlelerle nakletmistir:

“Mora’nin bagkentinin fethedildigi giin felaket, yangin, yagma ve kan
guniydi. Erkekler, kadinlar ve ¢ocuklar hepsi 6ldiler. Bazilar: 6ldi-
rildi, bazilart sehri saran alevlerin igine atildilar, bazilari ise yanan
evlerin kalintilar1 ve catilari altinda kaldilar. Intikama susamislik, do-
ganin sesini bastiriyordu. Yollarda, meydanlarda, her yerde bigaklama
ve ates sesi, yangin nedeniyle ¢oken evlerin ugultusu, 6tke ¢igliklar: ve
agitlar duyuluyordu. Yerler cesetlerle doldu ve orada dolasan yaya ve
suvariler sadece 6lmiis veya 6lmek Uzere olanlarin tizerine basiyorlard.
Sanki Rumlar dért yuz yillik haksizhigin intikamini bir glinde almak

istiyorlard:”.

Tripolige'de yasanan vahsete dair en carpict tespiti tarih¢i Dimitris Lithoksu
yapmustir. Lithoksu dénemi yazarken, Tripolice kelimesinin soykirim ile es
anlamli olarak kabul edilebilecegini agik¢a ifade etmistir™.

Yunan milli sairi Dionisios Solomos'un Tripolicede yasananlara da yer ver-
digi siiri Yunanistan'in milli marg: olmustur. Solomos’un dizeleri, sehirdeki
katliam: ve vahseti, edebiyatin etkileyici kelimeleri egliginde 6grenmemize
yardimei olmaktadir. Siirde Tripolice katliaminda yasananlar, sairin agagidaki
musralarinda 6liimstzlestirilmigtir™:

51 Peker, agz.,s. 198-199.
52 Batan-Kayapinar, agm.,s. 174-183.
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Iste karsinda duruyor suru,
Sefil Tripoli¢e’nin,
Simdi korkunun yildirimins,

Ona firlatmanin zamana.

Iniyoruz agagiya ve savasin,
Pariltis1 ateg aliyor,
Silahlar patliyor, parildiyor

Parliyor, kilig kesiyor.

Neden muharebe yavaglad: bir an?
Neden az kan?
Diigmanin kagisini ve kaleye,

Tirmanigini goriyorum.

Silahlarin kof sesini duyuyorum,
Kiliglarin sakirtisini duyuyorum,
Tahta sesi duyuyorum, baltalar1 duyuyorum,

Dis gicirtilarini duyuyorum.

Ah ne geceydi o!
Insanin aklinin bile dehsete distigi,
Fakat uyku degildi s6z konusu olan,

Sadece ac1 oliimdii.

Bak imitsiz eller,
Nasil bigiyor yagamlars,
Distiyor yere kopmus,

Eller, ayaklar, baslar.

Hig dikkat ettigi yok,
Kimsenin, hayir katliamda,
Her zaman 6nde gidiyorlar. Ah yeter,

Daha ne zamana kadar 6ldiirmeler.

Kan dere gibi oldu,
Ve vadiye akuyor,
Ve masum ot ¢iy yerine,

Kan igiyor.

Tirk ve Yunan kaynaklarinda yeterince yer verilmeyen Tripolie katlia-

m1 hakkindaki butiin gergekleri, olaylara bizzat sahitlik yapmus kisilerin
hatiralarindan ve isyan donemini ele alan bazi Batih bilimsel eserlerden

ogrenebilmekteyiz. Tripolice'de yasanan vahseti ilk agizdan anlayabilecegi-

miz en 6nemli kaynaklardan biri, gonilli olarak Mora’ya giden Fransiz stivari

subayr Maruice Persafin 1910 yilinda yaymnlanan anilaridir. Sehrin kugatil-
masint ve Rumlarin eline gegmesinden sonraki olaylar: butiin ayrintisiyla an-

latan Persat’in verdigi en onemli bilgi Tripolice'de katledilen Tiirk ve Yahudi

sayisinin 40 bin oldugudur®.

53 Persat, age., s. 82.
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Fransiz Persat anilarinda, kusatma esnasinda Tripoligede bulundugunu, an-
cak bir siire i¢in ayrildigini ve sehrin dismesinden 8 gilin sonras: tekrar gele-
rek olaylara sahit olanlardan katliam hakkinda bilgi edindigini yazmaktadir.
Persat, Tripoli¢e'den 6nce Korint, Anabolu, Patras, Modon, Koron ve Nava-
rinde Rumlarin katliamlar yaptigini ve canlarini kurtarmaya ¢aligan insanla-
rin Tripolice’ye sigindigini da dogrulamaktadir. Sehrin surlari ve savunma
tertibati hakkinda bilgi veren Persat, zor satlarda aylarca direnen halkin, aghik
nedeniyle teslim olmay1 kabul ederek zalim Rum liderlerin insafina gliven-
mek suretiyle biiytk talihsizlik yasadiklarini ifade etmektedir. Rum basibos
cetelerinin lideri olarak tanimladigi Kolokotronis hakkinda da bilgi veren
Persat, bolgede yasam ve 6liim kararlarinin onun tarafindan verildigini belirt-
mektedir.

Tripolige’'nin diigmesinden sonra gordiiklerini anlatan Persat, sehrin kismen
yikildigini, sokaklarin her yastan ve cinsiyetten insan cesetleri ile dolu oldu-
gunu ifade etmektedir. Persat, boyle bir dehset ortaminda kalamadig: i¢in
Dimitris Ipsilantisin yaveri Iskogyali Albay Thomas Gordon'un verdigi bir
¢adir1 alip uzakta kamp kurdugunu anlatmaktadir. Persat, sehirde yasanan
biitliin vahgeti Gordon'un sadik askeri olan Ermeni asilli JoAn'dan dinlemisti.
Sehre giren ve ¢ocuk ve kadinlar déhil katliam yapan Rum ¢ete liderlerinin
aldiklar1 ganimetleri aktaran Persat, isyancilarin kadin énderlerinden vahsi
lakaply Laskarina Bouboulina'nin yerlestigi bir evin avlusunda her cinsiyetten
200 ila 300 Tirk’in kesilmis kafasini goérdiging, muhtemelen bu katliami
onun yaptigini diisindGgini yazmaktadir. Persat, sehri yagmalayarak zengin
olan Rumlarin atlara ve katirlara ytikledikleri her tirlii ganimetlerle kéylerine
donmeye bagladiklarini ifade etmektedir™.

Rum isyaninin 6nderlerinden ve daha sonraki yillarda Yunan siyasetinin
onemli figlirlerinden biri olan Theodoros Kolokotronis'in anilarinda da
onemli ayrintilar bulunmaktadir. Tripolice kusatmasini organize eden Ko-
lokotronis'in hatiralar1 1846 yiinda Rumca basilmisti. Hatirat 1892de
Ingilizceye cevrilerek, biyografisi ile birlikte yayinlanmustir. Isyan boyunca
bir¢ok katliama imza atan Kleftlerin lideri olan Kolokotronis, Mora Isya-
ninin baglamasindan 6nceki durumunu ve isyanin patlak vermesi ardindan
askeri faaliyetlerini, Turklerle yaptig1 savaglar1 ve katlettikleri Turkleri, isyanci
ceteler arasindaki i¢ ¢ekigmeleri, Avrupalilarin bolgedeki etkisini ve Rum-
lar ile Rum savaggilar hakkindaki gorislerini dile getirmistir. Kolokotronis,

54 Persat, age.,s. 83-93.
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Tripolige’ye, sehir diistiikten ti¢ giin sonra gelmisti. Sehre atiyla giren Kolo-
kotronis, kugatma 6ncesi yasananlari, Morada katliamlardan kagan Turklerin
Tripolige’ye siginmalarini, bunlara yol boyunca yapilan saldirilar: giinbegiin
anlatmugtir. Tripolige'nin 15 Agustos 1821 tarihi itibariyle tamamen kusa-
tildig bilgisini veren Kolokotronis, sehrin disaridan yardim alma imkaninin
kalmadigini da belirtmekteydi.

Kolokotronis, sehirdeki katliama dair ¢arpici ayrintilara deginmistir. Ko-
lokotronis, Tripolice’nin 5 Ekim 1821de dismesinden sonra Cumadan
Pazar'a kadar yapilan katliamlarda kadin ve ¢ocuklar dahil 32 bin kisinin
oldurildugintin rapor edildigini acgiklikla yazmaktadir. Katliama kati-
lan bir Rum’un 100 Turk'i 6ldirmekle 6vindigiini anlatan Kolokotronis,
sehirdeki bir kisim halkin esir alindigini dogrulamaktadir. Kolokotronis, kat-
liamin tgtinct gind geldigi Tripolige’ye girisini anlatirken “Sebir surlarindan
hiikiimet sarayina kadar, atumn ayagy yere degmeden cesetler iizerinde gittim”
sozlerini kullanmaktadir. Sehre girdikten sonra bir ¢inar agacinda ¢ok sayida
idam edilmis kisi gordiiguni aktaran Kolokotronis, bunlarin Tirkler olduk-
larin1 6grendigini kaydetmektedir®.

Tripolige katliami hakkinda 6nemli bilgiler veren bir diger eser, isyanin lideri
Dimitris Ipsilantis'nin yaveri olan ve Moradaki Avrupali goniilliileri organi-
ze eden Albay Thomas Gordon’a aittir. Iskogyali Gordon, bizzat katildig1 ve
birgok mezalime gahit oldugu Rum isyanina dair gézlemlerine yer verdigi ve
1832'de basilan iki ciltlik kitabinda, Tripolice'de yasanan vahsete deginmistir.
Gordon, sehrin kusatilmas: siirecini, yaganan c¢atismalari, Arnavut askerlerin
komutan: Elmas Beyin tavrini, sehrin ele gecirilmesi sonrasindaki Turk ve
Yahudi katliami ile yapilan yagmay: dogrulamaktadir. Gordon, kin ve 6tkeden
deliye donmiis haldeki Rum ¢etelerin hangi cinsiyette ve hangi yasta olurlar-
sa olsun sehirdeki herkesi katlettiklerini, evlerin ve sokaklarin kan géline
déndigini, sokaklarin ceset yiginlar: nedeniyle kapandigini nakletmektedir.
Gordon, sehirdeki Osmanli hiikiimet konaginda bulunan seckin kimselerin
rehin alindiklarini, Kolokotronis ve diger liderlerin katliam bagladiktan sonra
at sirtinda sehre gelerek dizeni saglamak ic¢in beyhude gabaladiklarini dile
getirmektedir. Acimasizlikta sinir tanimayan ve kotilik yapmak icin insa-
niisti gayret sarf eden Rum barbarlarin Miisliimanlardan intikam almak
duygusuyla hareket ettiklerini ifade eden Gordon, yakilan konak ve evler-

ss  Kolokotrones The Klepht and The Warrior: Sixty Years of Peril and Daring an Autobiography, haz.
Mrs. Edmonds, Londra 1892, s. 135-156,157-161.
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den ¢ikan atesin geceyi aydinlattigini, sehrin her késesinin yeni kurbanlar
bulunmak i¢in arandigini ve yagmalandigini anlatmaktadir. Gordon, Rum
isyancilarin Yahudilere karsi kelimelerle anlatilamayacak derecede fanatik-
¢e bir nefret duygusu beslediklerini ve hatta bunlara Tiirklerden bile fazla
iskence yaparak hepsini 6ldurtldiklerini yazmaktadir. Gordon, Tripoli¢ede
ti¢ gin boyunca korkung bir tablo olustugunu 6zellikle vurgulamaktadr. Ya-
zar ayrica Kolokotronis ve Manya Beyi’nin ganimetleri paylastiklarini, bircok
Tirk kadininin isyancilar tarafindan kéle ve cariye yapildigini ifade etmigtir®.

1821 Mora Isyaninin bagindan itibaren bélgede bulunan ve gozlemleri ya-
pan bir bagka Avrupali gonulli William Henry Humphreysdir. Humphreys'in
bolgeden gonderdigi mektuplar, Sture Linner tarafindan 1967de yayinlan-
mistir. Ayni zamanda bir Filhelen aktivisti olan ve Albay Thomas Gordon'un
himayesinde bulunan Humphreys mektuplarinda, Tripolice kusatmast ile ya-
sanan katliama dair 6nemli bilgiler vermigtir. Humphreys, o tarihte Morada
oldugu halde Tripoli¢e kusatmasina katilamadigini, ancak sehre giren ve olay-
lara bizzat tanik olanlardan yasananlara dair dinlediklerini kaleme aldigin
ifade etmektedir. Humphreys, yiiksek surlarla gevrili Tripolige’'nin isyancilar
tarafindan kugatilmasindan sonra aylarca sehre hicbir destegin gelmedigini
ve bu siirede sehrin isyancilar tarafindan bombalandigini yazmaktadir. Hum-
phreys, Tripolice sehir niifusunun 10 bini kadin ve ¢ocuk olmak tzere top-
lam 20 bin kisi oldugunu 6grendigini ifade etmektedir. Buna ragmen Thomas
Gordon'un bu rakami 34 bin olarak verdigini kaydetmistir. Humphreys, daha
kusatma esnasinda, cogunlugu agliktan olmak tizere 5 bin kisinin 6ldugu bil-
gisini vermektedir. Sehir surlarinda yaganan ¢atismalari ayrintili olarak yazan
Humphreys, yapilan teslim anlagmasini ve Arnavut askerlerin tavrini aktar-
mugtir. Ayrica kusatma bagladiktan sonra Turklerin gehirde kendileri ile bir-
likte bulunan Rumlarin ayrilmasina izin verdikleri bilgisini de kaydetmistir.

Humpbhreys, Tripolice’nin 5 Ekim 1821'de diismesi sonrast yagananlari kat-
liam olarak tanimlamakta ve genel olarak su bilgileri vermektedir: “Kadin ve
cocuklar dahil katliamda 10 bin Tiirk oéldirtlmistiir; Sehre giren barbarlar
geg saatlere kadar butiin evleri dolagarak yas ve cinsiyet ayirmadan katliam
yapmislardir; Sehirde ates, kursunlar, aci ¢igliklar ve terérden olugan korkung
anlar yaganmugtir; Tripoliceden sabahlara kadar ¢iglik sesleri yiikselmistir;
Isyanci geteler evleri ve savunmasiz kurbanlart diri diri yakmuslardir; Rum is-
yancilar sehirdeki pencere ve kapilarda bir tane kilit bile kalmayacak bi¢imde
yagmalamislardir; en fazla ganimeti Kolokotronis almugtir®.”
s6  Gordon, age., C 1,5.242-247.
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Humphreys, yaklagik 2 bin kadin ve ¢ocugun sehir disinda bir kampa sigin-
digini, barbar Rum isyancilarin yagmanin ti¢iinci giiniinde sehirde yeterince
katliam yapamadiklarini digtiniip, bu kampa giderek vahsice kan doktiikleri-
ni yazmaktadir. Isyancilar ilk 6nce kamptaki bu kurbanlari soyup bir ¢ukurda
vurmay1 disinmusler, ancak kana susamig olduklar: i¢in zaman kaybina ta-
hammil edemeyip hemen masumlarin etrafini sararak kadinlari, ocuklar: ve
annelerin kucagindaki bebekleri bile katletmiglerdi. Humphreys, bu katliam
sirasinda kugiik Tirk ¢ocuklarinin canlarini teslim ettikleri ana kadar meta-
netlerini koruduklarini, katillerinden korkmadiklarini ve infial gésterdiklerini
yazmaktadir.

Humphreys, sehirde olaylara sahit olan bazi Avrupalilarin ve boélgedeki
yerlesik Rumlarin yaganan vahsete tepki gosterdiklerini, buna kargin Rum ¢e-
telerin cevap olarak, Tiirklerin cezalarini ¢ekme zamaninin geldigini, Turkler
icin en uygun celladin kendilerinin oldugunu séylediklerini ve Turklerin ken-
dilerine yaptiklarindan fazla bir sey yapmadiklar: gibi bahaneler uydurduk-
larin1 ifade etmektedir. Rumlarin bu cinayetleri islerken hi¢ su¢luluk emaresi
gostermediklerini, Turkleri baskici olarak gordiklerini ifade eden Humph-
reys, Rumlarin Tirkleri seytanlagtirarak, gosterdikleri ofkeye, vahgete ve za-
limlige gerekge irettiklerini belirtmektedir. Ogrendikleri karsisinda hayal
kirikhig1 yagayan Humphreys, Rumlarin gii¢ ellerine gecince en az Turkler
kadar barbar olabileceklerini gosterdiklerini, kurbanlarina uyguladiklar: kor-
kung iskencelerden aldiklar: zevk ve nege, onlarin ellerine firsat gecince ne ka-
dar vahsi olabileceklerini ispat ettigini ifade etmektedir. Humphreys, Rumla-
rin sehirdeki Yahudilerden en az Turkler kadar nefret ettiklerini, Yahudilerin
Tirklerle ayni vahsi kaderi paylastiklarini, iskence ile 6ldiirtlen Yahudilerin
kol ve bacaklarinin kesildigini ve bunlarin yavasca ve yanarak 6lmeleri i¢in
altlarinda ates yakildigini, Yahudi kadinlarin kafalarinin kesilip yerine kopek
bas: konuldugunu ve Yahudi mallarinin yagmalandigini yazmaktadir.

Humphreys, katliam bittikten sonra sehrin sokaklari ve yikintilari arasindaki
¢ok sayida cesedin kaldigini, yayilan kokunun giderilmesi ve hastalik riskinin
olugmamast amactyla sehrin temizlenmesine karar verildigini, Ipsilantis’in bu
temizlik isi i¢in elinde esir bulunan 300 Tirk’i goérevlendirdigini yazmak-
tadir. Humphreys, Ipsilantis’in elindeki bu 300 Tirk tutsagin erzak sikintisi
nedeniyle agliktan 6lmek tzere olduklarina da kaydetmektedir. Humphreys
son olarak, butiin bu yasananlarin barbarlig1 ve bireysel ahlaksizlig1 en st se-
viyeye tastyan isyanct Rumlarin 6zgiir olmay: hak etmediklerini gosterdigini
ve modern Yunanlilarin serefini lekelediklerini ifade etmektedir®.

ss  Linner, age.,s. 60-66.
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Yukarida da deginildigi tizere 1829'da Mora’ya gelen rahip Rufus Anderson
da Tripolige katliamina dair bilgi vermistir. Yazar, hakli sebeplere dayandird:-
g1 Mora Isyaninin bu katliamla lekelendigini ve golgelendigini yazmaktadir.
Anderson, katliamdan 6nce Tripoligedeki 4500 haneden yarisinin Tirkle-
re ait oldugunu, isyan haberi duyulunca kisa siirede Mora'nin her yerinden
kendini glivende hissetmeyen Tiirk ve Yahudilerin buraya akin ettiklerini,
boylece sehrin dolup tagtigini dogrulamaktadir. Rumlarin dért asir boyunca
Tirklerin boyundurugunda koéle olarak yagsadigini siklikla vurgulayan Ander-
son, bu kéle psikolojisi ile hareket eden kin dolu isyancilarin Tripoligeyi ele
gecirisi sonrasinda yapmus olduklar: katliamlarin Avrupada 6rtbas edilmesini
ise elegtirmigtir®.

Amerikada Princeton Universitesi profesdrlerinden olan Gary J. Bass, Yunan
isyanina dair kaleme aldig1 eserinde, Tripolice katliamina deginmistir. Bass'in
vurguladigi en 6nemli konulardan biri, Tripolice'de yaganan katliamin o ta-
rihlerde Avrupada saglikli kaynaklardan 6grenilemedigi hususudur. Yazar,
bunun sebebinin bu biiyiik vahsete ortak olan ve itibarlar1 sonsuza kadar ze-
delenecek olan bazi Avrupali gonillilerin, verdikleri yanls bilgiler ile vahge-
tin tistiini 6rtmeleri oldugu tespitini yapmaktadir. Yazar, bu konuda Iskogyal:
Thomas Gordon’a isaret etmistir. Bass’a gére Gordon, Filhelen Avrupalilar:
bu katliam utancindan korumak i¢in uzun stire sessiz kalmigti. Prof. Bass,
isyana destek i¢in Mora'ya giden Yunan dostu Ingilizlerin gézlemlerine de
yer vermistir. Ingiliz goniilliler, Rumlarin barbarlik ve zalimlikte Tiirkleri
gestiklerini gérmis, Yunan davasina destek i¢in Rumlarin ahlakli ve dindar
olduklarini kanitlamalari gerekirken, onlarin ¢ok daha agir zalimlikler ya-
pabileceklerini gosterdikleri gergegi ile yiizlesmislerdi. Avrupali goniilliler,
Rumlara Turk esirlere insancil davranmasini 6gttlemigler ise de onlar Benef-
se, Navarin ve Arkadyada ele gecirdikleri Turkleri katletmisler ve kole olarak
satmiglardi.

Prof. Bass, Rumlarin yaptiklari zalimlikler hakkinda giivenilir kaynak olma-
dig1 i¢in Filhelenlerin olaylar: rahatlikla manipile ettiklerini ve ger¢eklerin
Ustlind orttiklerini kaydetmektedir. Bass, isyan boyunca bilinen en biiytik Yu-
nan zalimliklerinden birinin Tripoli¢e katliami ile yagsandigini ifade etmekte-
dir. Yazar, Tripoli¢e'de yasananlarin Gordon tarafindan bilindigini, buna rag-
men Gordon'un Tripolige’ye dair Ingiliz Hiikiimetine sundugu raporda her
seyi agtk¢a yazmadigini, bunun sebebinin Avrupali Filhelenleri korumak ol-

59 Anderson, age.,s. 51-74, 80,91, 101-137, 200.
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dugunu ifade etmektedir. Bass, Rum ¢etelerden tiksinerek Moradan ayrilan
Gordon'un yillar sonra bu sessizligini telafi etmek i¢in bir kitap yazip, bazi
gerceklerin ortaya ¢ikmasini sagladigini belirtmigtir. Bass, Rumlarin Tuirkler-
den gordiikleri bask: nedeniyle bu vahseti yaptiklarina yonelik 6ne stirtilen
mazeretlere de kitabinda yer vermistir. Yazar, Tripolice katliamina dair kendi
goristini aktarirken, hicbir baskinin bu tarz bir vahseti hakli ¢ikarmayacagini
belirtmistir. Prof. Bass son olarak, her ne kadar devrimlerin uzaktan izlendi-
ginde parlak ve g6z kamastiric1 goriinseler de yakindan bakildiginda karanlik
taraflarinin oldugunun anlagilacag: gorisini ifade etmigtir®.

Moradaki katliamlara dikkat ¢eken Kibrish Thurk tarih¢i Salihi R. Sonyel,
Tripolige vahgetine dair ¢aligmalar yapmistir. Yazar, bilhassa Kolokotronis’in
faaliyetlerine dikkat ¢ekmistir. Sonyel, Tripolice katliami sirasinda sehirde
bulunanlarin ve Albay Thomas Gordon'un anilarindan yararlanmistir. Son-
yel, Avrupali subaylarin tiyler trpertici sahnelere sahit olduklarini ve olaylar:
biitiin ¢irkinlikleriyle kaleme aldiklarini ifade etmektedir. Sonyel’in tespitine
gore, Thomas Gordon Ingiliz Hiikiimeti'ne yazdig1 raporlarda yasadig: hayal
kirikligini gizlemiyordu. Bu vahset sahnelerine dayanamayan ve bir Alman
geng doktor olan Wilhelm Boldemann zehir igerek intihar etmisti®.

Osmanli tarihi uzmani: Romanyali tarih¢i Vicolae Jorga, Rumlarin Tripolige’yi
5 Ekim 1821'de ele gecirip yaptiklar: katliam: ve pash ¢ivilere kadar yagma-

lamalarin: agagidaki su ctimlelerle nakletmistir:

“Tamamen ¢ileden ¢ikmig Rumlar, ¢ glin boyunca en vahsi Anado-
lulardan bile daha vahsi bir bicimde ortalig1 kana ve atese buladilar.
Kadinlarin ve ¢ocuklarin hayatlarini bile sadece fidye alabilecekleri
durumlarda esirgediler. Liderlerinden biri, Tripolige ve ¢evresinde 61-
dirtlenlerin sayisini 32 bin civarinda tahmin ediyordu. Bu inanilmaz
say1, Tiirklerin Osmanli Imparatorlugu'nun tamaminda canini aldik-
lar1 Hristiyanlarin ¢ok ¢ok tstiinde bir say1 idi. Sadece Manya Prensi
(Beyi) tek bagina ganimetteki payin1 20 katir ve 2 deveye yiikledi. Paslt
civilere kadar yagma ve talan edildi ve Tripolice'den sadece i¢inde du-
manlar ¢ikan bir harabe kaldi”%.

Amerikali tarihgi Justin McCarthy, Tirklere yapilan katliamlari ele aldig

eserinde, 1821 isyaninin baglamasindan iki ay sonra Moradaki Turklerin

60  Bass, age, s. 64-66.
61  Sonyel, agm., s. 107-120; Peker, agz.,s. 202-203.
62 Jorga, age.,s. 230.
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¢ogunun kiyimdan gegcirildigini, kadin ve ¢ocuklarin dahi hi¢ acimadan ve
sonradan pismanhk duyulmadan 6ldiraldagini yazmaktadir. Rumlarin bu
yaptiklarindan gurur duyduklarina isaret eden yazar, o kadar ki bagimsiz-
lik sonrasi yagh Yunanlilarin bélgeye gelen gezginlere harabe tas yiginlarini
gosterip, “iste burada Ali Aga’nin pyrgosu (kulesi) vardi, burada hem onu, hem
eslerini ve hizmetkarlarini oldirdik” diye anlattiklarini, sonra da el koyduklar:
Ali Aga'nin tarlalarini stirmek i¢in yollarina devam ettiklerini aktarmaktadur.

McCarthy, isyanin baglamasiyla Giiney Yunanistandaki Turklerin tzerine
genel bir saldir1 baglatildigini, bu saldirilarda Rum cetelerin ve koylilerin
diipediiz bulduklar: her Turk'i 6ldurdikleri ifade etmektedir. Ayrica, Miis-
limanlardan bazilarinin isyancilarin kendilerini 6ldirmeyecegi soziine kana-
rak teslim olduklarinda, sozler tutulmayip bu Tirklerin acimasizca kiyimdan
gecirildigini kaydetmektedir. McCarthy, Moradaki yagma ve katliamlarla
Yunanistandaki Turklerin yok edilmesinin, savas zamaninin olagan telefat:
olmadigini, Tiirklerin, kadinlar ve ¢ocuklar da déhil hepsinin Rum ceteciler
tarafindan alinip gotirilmek suretiyle katledildigini, tek istisnanin az sayida
kadinla ¢ocugun kolelestirilmesi oldugunu belirtmistir. Yazar, isyancilarin ba-
zen, ayaklanmanin coskunlugu icinde ve eski efendilerini simdi alt ettiklerini
gormenin mutlulugu ile hemen 6ldirdaguni, ama ¢ogu kez islenen cina-
yetlerin 6nceden tasarlandigini ve sogukkanlilikla islendigini, kasabalardaki
Tirk halkin timiniin toplanip, uygun bir yere yurutilip orada kiyimdan
gecirildigini yazmgti. McCarthy kitabinda, Tripolige katliamina dair su
carpici bilgiye yer vermistir:

“Ug giin boyunca zavalli Tiirk yerlesimciler, bir vahsiler giiruhunun
sehvetine ve zulmiine teslim edildiler. Ne cinsiyet ve ne de yas
yontinden bir esirgeme yapildi. Kadinlarla ¢ocuklar dahi éldirilmeden
once iskenceden gegirildiler. Kiyim 6ylesine biiytk 6lgekteydi ki ¢ete-
cilerin komutam Kolokotronis’in kendisi bile, kasabaya girdigimde yu-
kari hisar kapisindan baglayarak atimin ayag: hi¢ yere degmedi demek-
tedir. Kolokotronis'in ilerledigi zafer kutlama tdreni yolu cesetlerden

bir ortiiyle désenmigti” .

Yunanistan tarihine dair bir eser kaleme alan David Howarth, 1821 Mora
Isyanina ve Tripoligede yasanan vahsete dair 6nemli bilgilere yer vermistir.
Yazar, Tripoli¢e'de yaganan can pazarini, katliamlari ve yagmay1 su ciimlelerle
tarihe mal etmigtir:

63 McCarthy, age., s. 9-10.
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“Iki giin icinde on binlerce Tiirkiin yasadig1 sehirde tek canli kalmamug-
t1. Bunlarin ¢ogu kafasi, kollart ve bacaklar: kesilerek oldirilmuglerdi.
Bu katliamdan sonra binlerce Rum, kendi 6lgtilerinde birer varlikli kisi
olarak soygundan elde ettikleri ganimetleri saklamak i¢in kéylerine
dénmiiglerdi. Esirlerin degeri o kadar digmiisti ki artik kimse onlar
elinde bulundurmak istemiyordu. Oliileri kimse gémmedigi igin Tri-
polige sehrinde dayanilmaz pis bir koku her yani sarmus, igme sular
zehirlenmis, kolera salgini bag gostermisti. Gergekte herkesin bildigi,
gordigi ve inandigini bir Yunanh kabul etmeyip, boyle bir seyin hi¢bir
zaman olmadiFini iddia edebilir. Ama hepsi, milli kahraman olarak ta-
nitilan eskiya ve korsanlarin gergekte, uyuz, pis, doymak bilmez hirsiz-
lar olduklarin tecriibe ile bilirler. Lord Byron'un dedigi gibi “Yunanhlar
gercegi kavrama yeteneginden yoksundurlar. Her Yunanl, Yunanhlar
hakkinda abartilmig diistincelere sahiptir”. Benim gibi agik digtinen her
gezgin, onlara hayranlik duymaktan kendini alamaz. Bu belki de du-
yarliligin sonucudur. Onlarin yumusak baghliklar: kargisinda kendimi
Yunanlilara kars: bor¢lu hissettim. 150 yil 6nce atalarini birden cana-
varlagtiran nedeni digindiim. Bunun genel agiklamas: ytzyillar boyu
Tirklerin baskis: altinda yagamanin onlarda Tirklere karg: uyandirdig:
nefret idi. Bundan dolay1 6¢ almiglardi. 1821 ihtilali déneminde, Yuna-
nistan'da yagayan yabancilarin sayisi, parmakla sayilacak kadar azdi. Bu
yizden Avrupa tlkeleri Yunanistanda neler olup bittigini bilmiyordu.
Yunanistan digina gonderilen raporlar savaga katilmamug, Atinada ya-
sayan aydin romantikler tarafindan hazirlandigi i¢in, Yunanhlarin ide-

”64

allerine uygun odl¢iilerde kaleme aliniyordu

Tripolige'de yaganan vahgeti bitiin ayrintisiyla ve objektif olarak aktaran
yazarlardan bir digeri Ingiliz tarih¢i William St. Clairdir. Clair, Yunan ba-
gimsizligina dair kaleme aldig1 ve 1972'de basilan kitabini yazarken, Thomas
Gordon'un eserinde yer vermedigi, ancak onun evraki igerisinde bulunan
belgelerden de yararlanmugtir. Clair, isyanin gelisimini, isyancilara Avrupa
destegini, taraflarin askeri potansiyellerini, 6ne ¢ikan kisileri ve en énemli-
si Mora'nin tamaminda ve Tripolice'de Turklere yonelik katliamlar: butiin
ciplaklig ile aktarmugtir. Clair’a gére Morada isyanin ilk birkag haftas: icinde
kadin ve ¢ocuklar da dahil 20 binden fazla Tirk, komgular1 Rumlar tarafindan
katledilmisti. Yazar, bu katliami yapanlarin tereddit etmediklerini, vicdan
azab1 ¢ekmediklerini, hi¢ pismanlk duymadiklarini ve masum insanlar1 kas-

64  Howarth, age.,s. 27-32, 52-56.
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ten o6ldirdiiklerini yazmaktadir. Clair, isyana hazirlikli olmayan, savunmasiz
halde daginik ciftliklerde veya kii¢iik topluluklar halinde sehirlerde yasayan
Tiirk ailelerinin, evlerinin i¢inde yakildiklarini ve 6lime terk edildiklerini ak-
tarmaktadir. Katliamlar yayginlaginca Turklerin evlerini terk ederek giivenli
bolgelere goce bagladiklarini belirten Clair, bu savunmasiz miltecilerin yol
boyunca da Rum cetelerin saldirilarina ugradiklarini ifade etmekteydi. Cla-
ir'in bélgede yasananlar icin sarf ettigi, “Moradaki soykirim hareketi, ancak hi¢-
bir Tiirk kalmayinca bitti” tespiti dikkate degerdir®.

Clair, Tripolice'de yasanan vahseti de biitiin yonleri ile aktarmaktadir. Yazar,
Mora Yarimadas’nin ortasinda yer alan ve Giiney Yunanistan'in en biiyik
sehri olan Tripolicede isyan bagladiginda yaklagik 35 bin Turk ve Arnavut
nifusun mevcut oldugu bilgisini vermektedir. Claire gore bu nifusun bir
kismi sonradan buraya siginanlardan olusuyordu. Tripolige sehrinin Mo-
ra'nin yonetim merkezi olmasi nedeniyle para ve silah bakimindan zengin
oldugunu belirten Clair, baz1 varlikli Tiirk ve Yahudi ailelerin burada yasa-
diginin bilindigini, isyanct liderlerin Tripolice’yi ele gecirmedeki en 6nemli
amaglarinin bu zenginlikleri yagmalamak oldugunu belirtmekteydi. Ozel-
likle kurulan gegici Rum hiikiimetinin lideri Ipsilantis’in Tripoliceden elde
edilecek muazzam servete ¢ok ihtiyag duydugunu, basta Kolokontoris olmak
tzere isyanct liderlerin ganimet paylagimi imidi tagidiklarini aktarmaktadr.
Clair, Tripolige kugatmasina katilan Avrupalilar hakkinda da bilgi vermekte-
dir. Avrupadan isyana destek i¢in Mora’ya gelmis olanlardan, bilhassa topgu
askerlerinin Tripolige’ye ¢agrildig: bilgisini aktarmaktadir. Clair, sehrin uzun
bir kusatmadan sonra 5 Ekim 1821de isyancilarin eline ge¢mesiyle yaganan
vahset sahnelerini, agagidaki su cimlelerle ifade etmistir:

“Rumlar 5 Ekimde gehre girdiler. Sehir iki giin boyunca cetelere teslim
edildi. On binden fazla Tiirk idam edildi. Olanlara sahitlik eden Avrupali
subaylar dehget sahnelerini anlatmiglardir. Sehirde esir alinanlar arasinda
paralarim sakladiklar diisiinilenlere iskence yapilmigti. Bunlarin kollar:
ve bacaklar1 kesilmis, ates tizerinde yavag yavas iskenceye tabi tutulmug-
lardir. Hamile Tiirk kadinlarinin karinlar: yarilmig, baglari koparilmig ve
kopeklerin kafalari bacaklarinin arasina stkigtirlmigsti. Kolokontoris sehre
girip miidahale edene kadar, Cumadan Pazar giiniine kadar gokytiziinde
¢18lik ve kahkaha sesleri birbirine karismugti. Bir Rum, bizzat kendisinin

65 Clair, age., s. 1-2, 43-50. Clair eserinde, Moradaki “soykirim” gergegini su ciimlelerle ile ifade
etmistir: “The orgy of genocide exhausted itself in the Peloponnese only when there were no
more Turks”: Clair, age., s. 12.
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90 kisiyi oldiirmesiyle 6viinmekteydi. Sehirdeki Yahudi cemaati de siste-
matik iskence gérmustil. Cogu kadin ve ¢ocuk yaklagik 2000 esir ¢iplak
bir sekilde kasabanin digindaki bir vadiye gétirtilmiis ve orada dldiirtl-
mustiir. Etrafta olugan kemik yiginlar: yillar sonra bile goriilecektir. Katli-
amdan haftalar gegmesine ragmen sehirdeki harabeler arasinda garesizce
kogusturan, aghktan kirilmis Tiirk ¢ocuklari, coskulu Rumlar tarafindan
kesiliyor veya vurulup 6ldiiriliiyordu. Cesetler, oldiirtildiikleri yerde bira-
kilmisti. Cok gegmeden sehirde dayamlmaz bir ceset kokusu olustu ve les
yiyici kus stiriileri sehre dolugtu. Vahsi képekler yanan yikintilar arasinda
dolagtyor, ¢lrtiyen insan cesetleriyle besleniyorlard:. Su kuyulari, iclerine
atilan cesetler nedeniyle zehirlenmisti. Kisa siire sonra sehirde kolera bag
gostermisti. Binlerce Rum buradaki yagmalama ile zenginlestiler. Bazi-
lar1 yanlarina kole olarak aldiklar: birkag Ttirk kadin: ile kdylerine gidip
emekli oldular. Tripolicede kana bulanmis giysi yiginlary, silah, mobilya
ve degeri olan her sey satisa sunulmustu. Sehirde kole olarak satilanlarin
fiyatlar1 o kadar digmisti ki en geng kadinlar diginda kalanlarin hepsi
oldurilmigti. Elde edilen gelirler isyanct onderler (kaptanlar) arasinda
paylasildi. Ancak ganimetten en biiyik payr Kolokotronis aldi. Kolo-
kotronis, kendisi i¢in 6zenle ayirdigi ganimeti, Tiirk valinin konagindaki
mucevher, para ve silahlar1 52 at ile tagidi. Kolokotronis son derece zengin

oldu ve parasin1 Yedi Adalardaki bir bankaya gonderdi®.

Clair, Tripoli¢e'deki vahsete sahit olan Avrupali goniilliiden bir kisminda is-
yancilara karst olusan tepkiye de yer vermistir. Yazar, Rum isyancilarin 6zgtir-
lik savagisi degil, birer yagmaci olduklarini goren ve Avrupada nice kanl
miucadelelere katilmig olmalarina ragmen sahit olduklari vahget kargisinda ta-
hammiillerinin sinirlarini agan bazi goéniillilerin, tilkelerine donebilmek i¢in
silah, tiniforma ve madalyalarini satmak zorunda kaldiklar: bilgisini aktarmig-
tir. Clair, bu Avrupalilardan bazilarinin Yunanistandaki tek askeri deneyimle-
rinin, birkag masum Turk’i genel katliamdan kurtarmaya ugragmak, a¢ bul-
duklar: Tiirk kadin ve ¢ocuklar: korumaya galigmak gibi insani degerler ugruna
Rumlarla yaptiklar: miicadele oldugunu belirtmektedir. Avrupali goniillilerin,
yaptiklar1 vahgetlerle ve haydutlukla 6viinen Rum isyancilarla uyum saglaya-
madiklarini belirten Clair, Avrupalilarin kisa siire sonra, viicudundaki bitlerin
sayist ile 6viinen, gelisiglizel yagmay1 ve adam 6ldirmeyi hayat tarzi yapan bu
cetecilerle beraber olamayacaklarini anladiklarin: ifade etmekteydi®.

66  Clair, age., s. 44-45; Kursun, age., s. 109-111.
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Su ana kadar yer verdigimiz yerli ve yabanci kaynaklarda, Tripoli¢e'de ¢ok bui-
yiik bir katliamin ve vahsetin yagandigi, on binlerce masum insanin barbarca
oldirtldagi, sehrin tamamen yagmalandigy, esir alinan bazi insanlarin kéle
olarak satildig1 veya fidye i¢in tutuldugu, Turk kadinlarinin cariye olarak ali-
konuldugu gibi bilgilerde uyumluluk bulunmaktadir. Kaynaklarda en ihtilafli
konu katledilenlerin sayisidir. Bu konuda en ¢ok itibar edilecek kaynaklar kat-
liama bizzat gahitlik edenlerin ifadeleridir. Bu zaviyeden bakildiginda olaylara
sahit olan Maurice Persat ile bazi Tiirk aragtirmacilarin tespit ettigi tizere Tri-

polige'de 40 bin Tiirk ve Yahudi'nin vahsice 6ldurildiginde kusku yoktur®.

Tablo 1: Peter von Hess'in “Panagiotis Kefalas Tripolice Surlarina Ozgiirlik
Bayragini Dikiyor” isimli tablosu (Resmin arka planinda cami yikintilar:
ile ¢oluk cocuk vahsice katledilen Tiirklerin yerlerdeki cesetleri goriintiyor).
(Kaynak: Peker, agz.,s. 197)

68  Persat, age.,s. 82; Oreng, age., s. 40- 99; Kursun, age., s. 105-113.
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Sonug

Osmanli Devleti ve halk: i¢in bagimsiz bir Yunanistan'in kurulmas: bircok
yonden sarsici olmustur. Oncelikle imparatorlukta ilk defa bir gayrimiislim
unsur isyan ederek bagimsizhigini kazaniyordu. Boylece Avrupali devlet-
lerin midahalesi ile Osmanli’nin pargalanmasinda yeni bir déneme gegil-
mekteydi. Osmanli devlet adamlari, isyan siiresince Morada ve Tripoligede
Thirklere kargi yapilan katliamlar1 kamuoyundan gizlediler. Bunun sebebi
imparatorlukta ¢ok sayida Rum vatandasinin yasiyor olmastydi. Denilebilir
ki imparatorlugun i¢ ahengi, bu biiylik vahsete sessiz kalinmasina sebep ol-
mugstur. Dolayisiyla Balkanlardaki bu ilk buyiik Tirk katliama, tarihin tozlu
sayfalarinda kaybolmus ve unutulmustur.

Yunanistan, 2021 yilin1 Osmanlrdan bagimsizliklarinin 200. yili etkinliklerini
coskulu etkinliklerle kutlamigtir. Kurulusundan itibaren Yunanistan ile bir-
¢ok alanda sorunlu iligkiler yagadigimiz agiktir. Fakat bu sorunlarin boyutu,
Yunanistan'in Avrupa Birligine girisi ile degisime ugramistir. Yunanistan,
Tirkiye ile yagsadig: krizleri ¢6zmek degil, bu krizleri Avrupa sorunu haline
getirerek yararlanmak stratejisini yirtitmektedir. Bunda bagarili olduklarin:
da soyleyebiliriz. Bilhassa Yunanli siyasetcilerin, Avrupalilarin bilingaltlarin-
da strekli canli tuttuklart 7%r4 diismanligr olgusundan fazlasiyla yararlandik-
larin1 séylememiz yanlis olmayacaktir.

Son zamanlarda dikkat ceken bir bagka gelisme, 1821 Mora Isyan siirecinin
Avrupa degerlerini de kapsayacak bicimde bir devrim olarak nitelendiril-
mesidir. Bu husus hangi taraftan bakildigina gore elbette tartigilabilir. Fakat
tartigtlmayacak tek husus, isyan stirecinde Morada ve Tripoli¢e'deki Ttrkler
ile Yahudilerin tamamen yok edildikleri gercegidir. Mora Yarimadasi’'nda
dort asirhik Tiirk medeniyetinin izleri hunharca silinmistir. Ustelik bu vah-
set, medeni Avrupa’'nin yani baginda ve gozlerinin 6niinde gerceklesmistir.
1821 tarihi bir Yunan devrimi olarak anilabilir. Fakat bu devrimin masum
Tirklerin kanlar1 izerinden dogdugunun bilinmesi gerekir. Kald: ki Ttirklere
yapilan vahgeti 6ven bir siirden ilham alinan Yunan milli marsi, bu gercegi
kabul eder niteliktedir.

Yasananlara ve dénemin kaynaklarina bakildiginda, 5 Ekim 1821'de Tripo-
lice'de kin ve 6tke dolu Rum ¢etelerin yaptiklar: katliam: ve 40 bin insa-
nin akil almaz iskencelerle 6ldurilmesini, masumlarin diri diri yakilmasini,
kole olarak satilmasini, Tiirk kadinlarinin cariye yapilmasini, sehrin kanl
elbiseler ve pash ¢ivilere kadar yagmalanmasini 6/pisiiz siddet, asirihk, vahset
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ve katliam gibi kavramlarla izah etmek nasil miimkin olacaktir? Hig¢ kusku
yok ki Morada ve Tripolice'de yasananlar: biitiin gergekligi ile tanimlayacak
tek kavram soykirimdir.

Son olarak, medeni Avrupadan veya bu medeniyetin kaynag: olarak gériilen
Yunanistandan Moradaki katliamlara yonelik bir 6zelestiri beklemenin bey-
hude oldugu bilinciyle, yasananlarin gelecek kusaklarimizca hatirlanabilmesi
ve bu unutulmusluk utancinin bir nebze giderilebilmesi i¢in Tirkiye'nin bazi
adimlar atmasinin yararli olacagini diigiinmekteyiz. Oncelikle bu katliam-
larin gelecek kusaklarin belleginde kalict yer edinebilmesi igin ortaggretim
miifredatinda Morada yasananlara dair biraz daha fazla bilgiye yer verilmeli-
dir. Ayrica toplumsal farkindalik i¢in giinimiizde Mora muhaciri kusaklari-
nin yagadig1 Izmir gibi Bat1 Anadolu sehirlerinin birinde veya Istanbul'da bir
Mora Tiirkleri Amit7/min yapilmasi, gé¢ mizelerinin bulundugu vilayetlerde
Mora ve Tripolige kisimlarinin hazirlanmasi, tarihe kargi olan sorumlulugu-
muzu ve borcumuzu bir nebze hafifletecektir.
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'The Tripolitsa Massacre in the Morea in Its 200* Year (5 October 1821)
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Abstract

Greece, enthusiastic celebrations were held this year on the occasion of the
200* anniversary of independence from the Ottoman Empire. European
states, Russia and America also participated in these celebrations with
praising messages. As it is known, an independent Greek state was possible
thanks to the Ottoman Greeks’ revolt in 1821 and the de facto support of the
Europeans. In the revolt that lasted for about ten years, the Turks, also the
Jews, who made the Peloponnese their homeland for centuries, were subjected
to systematic massacres. The 1821 revolt soon turned into a ruthless war of
religion and race. Especially, in the city of Tripolitsa, the administrative center
of the Peloponnese, one of the rare massacres in history took place. Forty
thousand Turks who took refuge in the city were destroyed by the rebels and

the European volunteers who came to support them.

'The Turks, who were destroyed and erased from history in the Peloponnese,
unfortunately did not have enough place in our social memory. But Greece did
not make this mistake. A Greek epic which included praises of the massacre of
Tripolitsa was set as the Greek National Anthem. This situation itself shows
that it is not possible for us to understand the debates in Turkish-Greek
relations only from today’s legal, political, economic and military perspectives.
Because images, perceptions, thoughts and feelings about traumas and pains
and victories of previous hundreds of years, and the spiritual effects related to
them, are transferred from generation to generation and affect relationships
deeply. In our paper, what happened in the Tripolitsa massacre, which has taken
place two centuries ago, will be revealed in the light of archival documents and
scientific sources reflecting the period.

Keywords: Morea, Tripolitsa, Rebellion, Massacre, Greece.
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200. Yilinda Morada Tripolice Katliam: (5 Ekim 1821)
Oz
Komgsumuz Yunanistanda bu yil Osmanli'dan bagimsizligin 200. yili vesilesi
ile cogkulu kutlamalar yapilmigtir. Bu kutlamalara Avrupa devletleri, Rusya
ve Amerika da 6viici mesajlarla katilmiglardir. Bilindigi gibi bagimsiz bir
Yunanistan Devleti, Osmanli Rumlarinin 1821‘de isyan edisleri ve bu isyana
Avrupalilarin fiili destegi sayesinde mimkiin olmusgtu. Yaklasik on yil stiren
isyanda, asirlar boyunca Mora'y1 vatan edinen Tirkler ile birlikte Yahudiler
de sistematik katliamlara ugramislardi. 1821 Isyan: kisa siirede acimasiz bir
din ve 1rk savas: haline donigmustiir. Bilhassa Mora'nin idari merkezi olan
Tripolige sehrinde, tarihin ender gordigi katliamlarindan biri yaganmgtir.

Sehre siginan kirk bin kadar Turk, isyancilar ve onlara destege gelen gonulli
Avrupalilar tarafindan yok edilmistir.

Mora Yarimadasi’'nda yok edilen ve tarihten silinen Tirkler ne yazik ki
toplumsal bellegimizde yeterince yer edinememistir. Fakat Yunanistan bu
hatayr yapmamugtir. Nitekim Tripolice katliamina 6vgii i¢eren bir Yunan
destani, Yunan Milli Mars: yapilmistir. Sadece bu son tavir bile Tiirk-Yunan
iligkilerindeki tartigmalar1 yalnizca giintimiziin hukuki, politik, ekonomik
ve askeri bakis agisiyla anlamayabilmemizin mimkiin olmayacagini
gostermektedir. Zira bazen tizerinden yiizlerce yil gegmis travmalar ve acilar
ile zaferlere dair imgeler, algilar, diisiinceler ve duygular, bunlarla ilgili ruhsal
etkiler, kusaktan kugaga aktarilmaktadir ve iligkileri derinden etkilemektedir.
Tebligimizde tizerinden iki asir gecen Tripolige katliaminda yasananlar, arsiv
belgeleri ve donemi yansitan bilimsel kaynaklar 1s1ginda ortaya konulacaktur.

Anahtar Kelimeler: Mora, Tripolige, 1syan, Katliam, Yunanistan.
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Introduction

In Greece, the celebrations for the 200" anniversary of independence were
held throughout 2021.1n the celebrations, which were made in an enthusiastic
manner despite the pandemic conditions, there were participants from
Europe and the U.S.The year of 1821, which is regarded as important by our
Greek neighbors for independence and which has been characterized as a
revolution in the recent years, is the year of the Greek Rebellion against the
Ottoman State in the Morean Peninsula'. There is no doubt that zbe Morean
Rebellion of 1821 turned into a brutal war of religion and race in a short
amount of time. When this bloody process, which lasted for about ten years,
finally ended, an independent Greek State was established with the condition
that it would be under the protection of the Great Powers of Europe (1830).
The borders and the administrative style of the new state were shaped in the
consequence of negotiations conducted by zhe British, French and Russian
diplomats along with #he Ottoman government representatives. It should first
be noted that one of the matters that was persistently prioritized in the
negotiations and agreements made regarding the independent Greek State
was that iz was impossible for the Turks and the Greeks fo live together and thusly
the request from the Turks to leave the Morea permanently’. The purpose to
permanently erase the Turks out of the Morea was not only limited to the
contents of the international agreements which were made. The Turks who
made the Morea their homeland for centuries were subjected to systematic
massacres and eliminated during the Rebellion of 1821. In this process,
Tripolitsa’, which was the administrative center of the Province of Morea,
witnessed one of the rarest atrocities that history has ever seen”.

1 Anna Vakali, “1821 Devrimi Hakkinda Yunan Tarihyaziminda Araylar”, 71821 Yunan
Devrimi, Yunan Taribyaziminda Yeni Yaklasimlar, trans. Asli Damar - Cakmak, ed. Konstanti-
na Andrianopoulou - Anna Vakali, Tarih Vakfi Yurt Yay., Istanbul 2002, pp. 1-18.

2 Those first boundaries of the Greek State determined in 1830 were later expanded in Rumelia
in 1832 with the intervention of three European States. See: Ali Fuat Oreng, Balkanlarda Ik
Dram: Unuttugumuz Mora Tiirkleri ve Eyaletten Bagimsizhga Yunanistan, Babiali Kiiltir Yay.,
Istanbul 2009, pp. 119-209.

3 Today, the city of Tripolitsa which is within the borders of Greece, entered under the Otto-
man rule in 1460. Starting from the 16th century, Turkish population increased in the city.
Tripolitsa was affected from the rebellions that took place in the Morea in 1770 and the city
was surrounded by walls and became more secure. Later, Tripolitsa became the administra-
tive center of the Morea: Machiel Kiel, “Tripolige”, Tuirkiye Diyanet Vakfi Islam Ansiklopedisi
(DIA), Vol. 41,2012, pp. 314-315.

4 Cumbhurbagkanligi Devlet Arsivleri Bagkanligi Osmanli Argivi (BOA) (Ottoman Archive of
the Directorate of State Archives of the Office of the Presidency), Cevdet Hariciye (C. HR),
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Unfortunately, the Turks who were massacred and erased from history in the
Morean Peninsula and Tripolitsa do not have the place that they deserve in our
collective consciousness. This great drama that the Morean Turks experienced
was forgotten. However, Greece keeps the process of 1821 alive as the most
important element of its independence and national consciousness. In fact, a
poem which includes praises for the atrocity by which forty thousand innocent
individuals were massacred in Tripolitsa was accepted as the national anthem
of the Greek State and the Greeks of Southern Cyprus®. In fact, this situation
shows us that while evaluating the dilemmas in the Turco-Greek relations,

19/926, Gurre-i Cemaziyelahir 1237/23 Subat 1822; BOA, Yildiz Perakende Evraki Arzuhal
ve Jurnaller (Y. PRK. AZ]) (Yildiz Separate Documents, Petitions and Journals), 12/3, 28
Zilhicce 1304/17 September 1887; Thomas Gordon, History of the Greek Revolution and the
Wars and Campaigns Arising from the Struggle of the Greek Patriots in Emancipating their Coun-
try from the Turkish Yoke, Vol. 1, William Bleckwood, Edinburgh 1844, pp. 143-322; Mau-
rice Persat, Memories du Commant Persat, 1806 4 1844, ed. Gustave Schlumberger, Librairie
Plon, Paris 1910, pp. 50-122; Sture Linner, W H. Humphreys’ First ‘Journal of the Greek war
of Independence” (July 1821-February 1822), Almqvist and Wiksel, Stocholm 1967, pp. 8-73;
William St. Clair, Zhaz Greece Might Still Be Free The Philhellens in the War of Independence, Ox-
ford University Press, London 1972, pp. 43-50; Salahi R. Sonyel, “Yunan Ayaklanmas: Giin-
lerinde Moradaki Turkler Nasil Yok Edildiler?”, Be/leten, Vol. LXI1/No. 233,1998, pp. 107-121;
Nicolae Jorga, Osmani: 1mparatorlugu Taribi, (1774-1912),Vol. 5, trans. Nilifer Epgeli-Kemal
Beydilli, Yeditepe Yay., Istanbul 2005, pp- 215-260; Musa Girbiz-Mustafa Turan, “Yunan
Bagimsizlik Digtincesinin Tarihi ve Tripolice Katliam1”, Uluslararas: Sug ve Tarib Dergisi, No.
1,2006, pp. 9-42; Gary J. Bass, Freedom’s Battle the Origins of Humanitarian Intervention, Al-
fred A. Knopf Yay., New York 2008, pp. 64-66, 86, 134, 371; Ali Fuat Oreng, ibid. pp. 27-285;
Ali Fuat Oreng, “Yunanistan'in Bagimsizhg: Stirecinde Yok Edilen Mora Turkleri”, Uluslar-
arast Suglar ve Turih Dergisi, No. 11/1, 2011, pp. 5-32; Guirkan Peker, Yunan Tarih Yazicihginda
Mora isyam ve Yunanistan'in Bagimsizhg (1821-1829), Canakkale Onsekiz Mart Universitesi
Sosyal Bilimler Enstitiisii, Unpublished Master’s Thesis, Canakkale 2018, pp. 145-202; Metin
Menekse, “Mora Miislimanlarinin Hazin Hikayesi: isyan, Zorunlu Gég ve Iskan (1821-1832)
Siirecine Genel Bir Bakus”, Tarih Okulu Dergisi, Vol. XLV, April 2020, pp.793-832; Zekeriya
Kursun, Nasubzdide Ali Pasa ve Rum isyam, Vakifbank Kiltiir Yay., Istanbul 2021, pp. 45-128.

s The Greek poet Dionisios Solomos wrote his poem from which the lines of the national an-
them were taken two years after the massacre of the Turks in Tripolitsa in 1823. The poem
was composed for the first time in 1829. It was accepted as the national anthem of Greece
in 1865 and of Greek Administration of Southern Cyprus in 1966. In the poem, which is
composed of 158 quadrants atrocities and massacre against Turks in Tripolitsa, are praised.
For the process of penning down, contents and acceptance of the Greek national anthem see:
Meryem Batan-Levent Kayapinar, “Dionisios Solomos ve Yunan Ulusal Mars1”, Dogu Bat:
Dergisi, Balkanlar I, No. 90, December 2019, pp. 155-183.
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it would not be sufficient to focus only on the contemporary legal, political,
economic and military perspectives. Sometimes, centuries old traumas,
unending pains and images, perceptions, thoughts, feelings about victories and
the spiritual influences based on those are conveyed from one generation to
the next and have a deep impact on the relationships. In this study, efforts will
be made to bring to light what happened in the Tripolitsa Massacre which
happened two centuries ago.

Map 1: The borders of the independent Greek State in 1832
(Source: Oreng, ibid., p. 225)

1. Beginning of the 1821 Rebellion and the First Massacres in the Morea

We need to emphasize a few important matters before elaborating what
happened during the Rebellion of 1821 in the Morea. First of all, it
became possible for the rebellion to succeed and be able to result in an
independent Greece thanks to the material and nonmaterial support of
the European powers. The foundations of the idea of Ottoman Greeks’
gaining independence were laid down in Europe. The admiration for the
ancient Greek period and the spread of Philhellenist perspective increased
the support for the Morean Rebellion. In fact, since the beginning of the
Rebellion, officers of all ranks, volunteers and some intellectuals such as
Lord Byron who had some social impact came to the Morea to support the
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Rebellion.® The European volunteers took place in the siege of Tripolitsa
where the Turkish massacre had taken place.’

Russia provided the biggest support for the rebelling Greeks who had the
same religious belief with the Russians. Almost the whole organization of
the Rebellion was carried out by the members of the secret organization
of Philiki Eteria, which was established in the city of Odessa (Hocabey) of
Russia in 1814.% Moreover, Alexander Ypsilantis, who was the leader of the
Rebellion and belonged to one of the prominent Greek families of Fener of
Istanbul, was the aide of the Russian Tsar. When support for the Morean
Rebellion increased among the public opinion of Europe, a rivalry between
Great Britain and Russia started. After some time, France also took part in
this rivalry.’

Another matter that we need to mention before elaborating the atrocities
experienced in the Morea would be about the attitude of the Ottoman
administrators. The civilian and military administrators at the time made
various strategic mistakes during the Rebellion of 1821. Especially insisting
on an untimely expedition against Tepedelenli Ali Pasha, the Governor of

6 'The British poet Lord Byron (George Gordon) voluntarily attended the Morean Rebellion of
1821.The arrival of Byron to the Morea made the Rebellion in Europe more popular: Phillips
Alison, The War of Greek Independence, 1821 to 1833, Smith Elder & Co., London 1897, pp.
88-113; Musa Giirbuz, Mustafa Turan, ibid, pp. 19-20.

7 For the assistance organizations conducted in Europe and the US to support the Greek rebels
and for those who attended the rebellion voluntarily, see: Mehmed Mansur, Rum Fetretine
Dair Tarih, Istanbul 1288, pp- 15-16; Edward Mead Earle, “American Interest in the Greek
Cause, 1821-18277, The American History Review, No. 33/1,1927, pp. 44-63; Douglas Dakin,
British and American Philhellenes during the War of Greek Independence, 1821-1833, Londra
University Press, Thessaloniki 1955, pp. 5-290; C. M. Woodhouse, The Greek War of Indepen-
dence, Its Historical Setting, Hutchinson’s University Press, London 1958, pp. 42-155; Clair,
ibid, pp. 1-366; C. M. Woodhouse, Capodistria, the Founder of Greek Independence, Oxford
University Press, New York 1973, pp. 218-283; David Howarth, Greek Adventure, Lord By-
ron and Other Eccentrics in the War of Independence, Atheneum, New York 1976, pp. 64-169;
Vak aniivis Abmed Litfi Efendi Tariki, ed. A. Hezarfen, Vol. I, Yap: Kredi Yay., Istanbul 1999,
pp. 16-22; Vak'aniivis Ahmed Litfi Efendi Taribi, ed. Y. Demirel-T. Erdogan, Vol. II-1I1, Yap:-
Kredi Yay., Istanbul 1999, pp. 543-544.

s Necla Giinay, “Filik-i Eterya Cemiyeti”, Gazi Universitesi Kirsehir Egitim Fakiiltesi Dergisiy
No. 6/1,2005, pp. 263-287.

9 Yunan Meselesine Dair Diivel-i Miitehabbeye Verilen Beyanname, Fatih Millet Kitiiphanesi, Ali
Emiri, TY, nr. 666, pp. 1-6; Musa Giirbtiz-Mustafa Turan, ibid, pp. 16-24.
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Ioannina and diverting the troops in the region for this operation relieved
the Greek rebels. The chain of mistakes caused the rebellion to spread such
as frequently changing commanders during the process of quelling the
rebellion, necessity to use Albanian mercenaries in the Ottoman Army,
inability to establish full control in the Sea of Islands, logistical problems
encountered in the Aegean Sea, and dismissal and later execution of #he
Greek Patriarch Gregorious V. The mistakes and failure to quell the Rebellion
on time prepared the ground for the increase of the European intervention.'

As it is known, the Morean Peninsula was conquered (1460) during the
period of (1451-1481)." When the Rebellion of 1821 started, there were
no conflicts among the Turks, Greeks and Jews who lived in the Morea for
centuries.'? Therefore, the Muslims who were attacked or remained under
siege caught unprepared.”® When the rebellion started, the Ottoman State
diverted its attention to the Tepedelenli operation. In fact, the authority of
Tepedelenli Ali Pasha in the Morea was very important. The Ottomans took
every negative incident under control through Ali Pasha. The rebellion of
Ali Pasha on March 23, 1820 changed the balance of power in the Morea.
When Hursid Abmed Pasha, who was sent over Tepedelenli, took the military
units under his control, a security vulnerability took place in the region.™ The
Ottoman State’s focusing on Tepedelenli encouraged the Greeks who were
waiting for the right moment for the rebellion. However, the Greeks chose
Moldavia and Wallachia (Romania) instead of the Morea for the first attempt.
The first Greek Rebellion that started under the leadership of Alexander
Ypsilantis on February 22, 1821 became unsuccessful. The Ottoman Army
quelled the rebels. The Greeks who were crushed in Romania, decided to
carry the rebellion to the Morean Peninsula.’®

10 Oreng, ibid, pp. 27-97.

11 Machiel Kiel-John Alexander, “Mora”, DA, Vol. 30, 2005, pp. 280-285.
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olution of 1821 into their Ottoman Context”, Ottoman Rule and The Balkans, 1760-1850:
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13 Ahmed Cevdet, Tarih-i Cevdet, Vol. XII, Matbaa-i Amire, Istanbul 1309, p. 239; Howarth,
ibid, pp. 55-62.

14 Ahmedpasazade Mir Yusuf, Mora Vak'asina Dair Ba’zi Malumat, Fatih Millet Kitiphanesi,
Ali Emiri, TY, nr. 564, vr. 6b-7b; Yunan Fesadina Dair Baz: Fikarat-1 Tarihiye, pp. 1-2.
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'The Orthodox clergy had an impact on the growth of the rebellion as much
as the Philiki Eteria organization. For this reason, the rebellion turned into
a vicious religious war and massacre in a short amount of time.'* American
author McCarthy emphasized that the Greeks in the Morean Peninsula had
a general policy of terminating Muslims in his book Death and Exile, and
the Greeks determined the nationalist slogan of the rebellion as “Peace for
Christians! Respect for the Consuls! Death to the Turks” '

Dimitris Ypsilantis, brother of Alexander Ypsilantis was chosen as the leader
in the Morea. We may count names like Zhedoros Kolokotronis, Aleksander
Mawvrakordatos, Yannis Gouras, Marka Botsaris, Petros Mavromibalis, lonnias
Kopodistrias, Petrobeis Mavromihalis (Petrobey), Ionnis Kolettis and Germanos
the Patriarch of Patras (Balyabadra), among the prominent leaders of the
rebellion. The Klef? groups living at the mountainous regions of the Morea
named Pindus and Olympus having little relationship with the central
authority had an important influence in the rebellion. The armed Armatoli
units supported by the Ottoman rulers for effectively combatting the Klefts
left the mountainous areas and joined the rebellion. Besides those groups,
many European volunteers including officers supported the rebels. The
citizens of Germany, France, Italy, Great Britain, Sweden, Poland (Lebistan),
the Netherlands, Belgium, United States, Hungary, Spain and Denmark
constituted the majority of those who came and joined the rebellion. There
was also participation for the rebellion from the Orthodox Slavic nations
in the Balkans.”® It would not be wrong for us to state that the Morean
Rebellion had the perception of a Crusade when we have a look at those who
participated and the variety of support for the rebellion.

An unexpected incident took place in the Morea before the beginning of
the rebellion. Vice Governor Sa/ih Agha, who got suspicious of the actions
of some Greeks, invited the clergy, metropolitan and bishops of all cities to
see him. Salih Agha wanted to make clarifications regarding the rumors
for the rebellion. Some of those who were invited came to the meeting.
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In this critical meeting, some Greek representatives stated that there were
approximately 40 thousand Greek men who knew how to use a gun; however,
there were only 12 thousand Muslim men who could do that. The Greek
administrators suggested sending five or six thousand Ottoman troops to
prevent the security vulnerability in the region. In the meeting, Salih Agha
learned that the road to Tripolitsa was captured by the rebels and sent all
that information to Istanbul (April 3,1821).”

Just one day before Salih Agha’s meeting, news spread about the beginning
of the rebellion in the city of Kalavrita (April 2, 1821/according to the older
Greek calendar, March 21, 1821). The rebels first massacred more than 200
Muslims in the city. Later, news spread about the attacks on Muslims in the
town of Argos of Anabolu. Muslims on the Euboea Island were attacked too.
When more news came about those first massacres, the people of the cities
of Mezistre, Landor, Fenar, and Badrine sought refuge in Tripolitsa, which
was the administrative center of the Morea; and the Muslims of Arkadia and
Andurusa sought refuge in Koron, Moton and Navarino; those who lived in
Gastunlu sought refuge in the Fortress of Lala. Thousands of Muslims in and
around the town of Lala moved to the town of Badra quickly.?

When the Ottoman administrators failed to take measures against the initial
rebellion in the Morea in a timely manner, Badra was sieged by Greek rebels
where many Muslims sought refuge. Very few Ottoman soldiers responsible
for the protection of the city were unable to resist against the Greek rebels.
'The soldiers receded to another region by taking some of the people with
them. In the meantime, the Ottoman Navy which people pin their hopes
on came to the shores of Badra; however, it was not effective because the
soldiers left the fortress. Under those conditions, the people who remained
in Badra were unable to resist any longer and the rebels easily captured the
city. The rebels massacred thousands of Turks in the city. Shortly after this
massacre, the rebels sieged Athens (May 7,1821).%

19 BOA, Hatt: Himayun (HAT), 862/38445, 29 Cemaziyelahir 1236/ 3 Nisan 1821; Ahmed-
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Since the early days of the rebellion, the rebels under the command of
Dimitris Ypsilantis sieged the Fortress of Benefse (Monemwvasia). An
unbearable hunger started in the city, which was unable to receive assistance
from elsewhere. The people inside the fortress who were unable to bear the
difficult conditions surrendered by making an agreement with the Greeks
(August 5, 1821). According to the terms of the surrender agreement, 600
Turks in the city would be transported to the Anatolian shores. However, the
Greek leaders did not honor the terms of the agreement. Most of the Turks
of Benefse who got on three boats that belong to the Suluca (Spetses) Island
were killed. The rebels confiscated all assets of the Turks whom they left alive
against ransom and left them on the Kagot Island near Crete. Additionally, the
rebels also sieged the city of Navarino where many Turks sought refuge. The
people of Navarino surrendered by making an agreement with the Greeks
like the Turks of Benefse when they did not receive any help (August 19,
1821). According to the agreement made with the Greek leaders, the Turks
of Navarino would be taken to the Anatolian shores. However, the Greek
rebels did not honor the agreement again and the rebels massacred all Turks
including women and children.?

'The Muslims of Vostice in the Morea were deceived by their Greek neighbors
with the promise of being transported to the town of Salona. The rebels
massacred about 400 Turks who came to the dock of the city by believing
in the promise. Additionally, the Muslims of Kornina were attacked on the
road while they were attempting to reach to Tripolitsa. This attack made to
the Turks of Kornina became public information in Tripolitsa and about two
thousand volunteers came to help. Thusly, some of the Turks of Kornina were
able to save their lives. At this point, the situation in Tripolitsa became worse
day by day due to the increasing number of the refugees.”

When the Ottoman administrators were unable to take effective measures
since April when the rebellion started, almost all of the fortresses where the
Turks lived fell under siege till the end of summer. The rebels even started
to become influential up to Twrhala and Salonika in the Rumelia. In the
meantime, the Greeks of the Mediterranean Islands also joined the rebellion
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in accordance to the plan of the organization named Philiki Eteria. The
rebels did not just attacked and looted the Aegean Islands with their ships,
but also started to attack and loot the coastal cities in western Anatolia.**

2.'The Siege and Capture of Tripolitsa by the Greek Rebels

'The Ottoman administrators tried to increase the military measures because
of the spread of the rebellion, siege of the fortresses and the news of the
massacres in Morea. Especially when the news of the massacre that took
place in Kalavrita reached the Muslims of Tripolitsa demanded immediate
help from the army. After that when the news of the massacre that took place
in the city of Argos reached to the Ottoman Army, which sieged Ali Pasha in
Toannina, a unit composed of 3500 soldiers was sent to Anabolu. This Army
made some of the rebels ineffective on its course. The Ottoman soldiers
who reached Anabolu ended the siege. The next target of this Army was
determined as helping Tripolitsa. Because Tripolitsa was the administrative
center it was surrounded by walls before by Sallabas Ahmed Pasha.® Many
Muslims sought refuge in this city considering it would be safe.

According to the initial plan made before the siege of Tripolitsa, the Army
which would reach the city would take the Muslims from there and transport
them to Anabolu or Badra on the shore. However, this plan was given up
at the last moment. According to the new plan, the Army of 3500 soldiers
would reach Tripolitsa and later on, more soldiers would be sent from the
Ottoman Army to reinforce the city’s defense. In the meantime, the influx of
thousands of Muslims from the neighboring towns and villages to Tripolitsa
was going on. The families of some high rank officers were also brought to
the city. In a short amount of time, the population of Tripolitsa reached up
to fifty-thousand people.”

Tripolitsa was located in central Morea and there was no possibility to
provide logistical support through the sea directly.”” Historian Ahmed
Cevdet Pasha heavily criticized the decision of defending the city instead
of evacuating the Muslims of Tripolitsa from the beginning. Cevdet Pasha
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emphasized that this wrong strategy caused the massacring of thousands of
innocent Muslims.*®

In the meantime, the Greek rebel leaders and the European volunteers
supporting them were planning to capture Tripolitsa which was the
administrative center of the Morea and to gain a strategic advantage and
benefit from the high amount of spoils to be taken. The rebels had been
preparing since April of 1821 to siege the city. Finally, the preparations
were complete and the rebels sieged Tripolitsa as of August of 1821.
In the meantime, there were 3500 Ottoman soldiers and 2000 Albanian
mercenaries in the city.? Although some people among the residents of the
city knew how to use a gun; it was not possible to defend the city with such a
small number of people. In fact, when the news about the Kalavrita massacre
spread, the Muslims of Tripolitsa requested immediate assistance from the
Ottoman Army. However, it was not possible to send assistance. Ahmed
Cevdet Pasha believed that the Commander in Chief Hurgid Ahmed
Pasha was wrong and blamed him for underestimating the enemy. Cevdet
Pasha stated that Hursid Pasha had believed that the Greeks rebel of the
Morea had been former subjects who would have been brought into line by
fists and slaps; however, they received support from Europe and made big
preparations.*

The Turks and Jews in Tripolitsa who had no contact with the outside
world were on the brink of one of the biggest massacres in history. The city
was sieged by tens of thousands of Greek rebels. Along with the Greeks,
European volunteer soldiers who served in the European armies in the
rank of general and had abundant amount of ammunition were supporting
the siege. The rebels also had cannons and mortars with effective ranges.™
However, 12 thousand people in the fortress were able to use a gun.*? In
the meantime, the Turkish administrators in Tripolitsa allowed the Greek
residents to leave the city after the siege started.*
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Picture 1: The engraving showing the positions of the Greek rebels and
European vlounteers during the siege of Tripolitsa

(Source: Linner, ibid, Appendix 12)

People in Tripolitsa seriously experienced lack of food because no support was
provided for the city for three months. As a last resort, a military operation
was planned for breaking the siege. To do that, the Ottoman Army prepared
additional troops under the command of Bayram Pasha and they set oft for
Tripolitsa. However, the numerous Greek rebels defeated the troops under
the command of Bayram Pasha and they had to withdraw (September 7,
1821). In the meantime, the Greeks attempted certain acts to break the
resistance in the city. For instance, the Greeks secretly communicated with
some Muslims from Badra who sought refuge in Tripolitsa. Even some of
the Muslims of Badra were deceived with the promise of going back to
their homeland. Some Muslims believing in this promise left the fortress;
however, the rebels massacred all of them.?*

When this last attempt of assistance failed, the situation in the city became
desperate. The administrators of the State of Morea and especially Hursid
Pasha attempted to send food to the city and sent letters to Istanbul about
the desperation in the city. The Ottoman administrators attempted to rent

34 Musa Guirbuz-Mustafa Turan, ibid, pp. 28-29.
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ships and bring food from Egypt. However, those attempts failed. At the
end of September, the people of Tripolitsa collapsed due to hunger, thirst
and sicknesses. Everyday hundreds of people were losing their lives due
to starvation. The houses and streets of the city were full of bodies whose
burials were delayed. On top of those difficulties, the rebels increased their
bombardment on the city. Muslims, who did not have any hope for receiving
assistance from elsewhere, decided to negotiate conditions of surrender with
the rebels.® At the end, the negotiations were successful and the people of
Tripolitsa made an evacuation agreement with the Greeks. All of the Greek
gang leaders signed the agreement. Accordingly, the Turks would pay 40
million qurush (1.5 million British Pounds) for transportation of the Turks
to Izmir. The Turks would first be transported to the Guszon Dock, later to
the Albanian shores and then to Izmir.%

An unexpected development took place while the Turkish administrators in
the city were making this evacuation agreement with the Greek rebels. While
the Greek rebels and the Turkish administrators were making negotiations
for evacuation, E/mas Bey, the leader of the Albanian soldiers in the city
secretly met Kolokotronis’s men. Those meetings ended up positively and
the Greek rebels and Albanian soldiers made an agreement with a different
content. Accordingly, the Greeks accepted to take Elmas Bey and his men to
Ioannina. While the Albanian soldiers were opening the gates of the fortress
to go out thanks to this agreement, the Greek rebels entered into the city
with a sudden attack on October 5, 1821. The Greek rebels easily captured
Tripolitsa despite the brave defense displayed by some Muslims.*’
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3.’ The Massacre of the Turks and Jews in Tripolitsa by the Greeks
(October 5, 1821)

The Greeks who entered Tripolitsa on Friday, which is a holy day for
Muslims, carried out one of the biggest massacres that took place for the
duration of the Morean Rebellion. In this blood-curdling massacre for those
who witnessed it, about 40 thousand Turks and Jews were brutally killed
in the city. The rebels who entered the city first captured Halim Efends, the
Muslim judge of the city who provided moral support for the people during
the siege, tortured him, spread oil on him and set him on fire. The despiteful
Greek gangs committed massacres in the city for three days without sparing
any women, children and babies. The Greeks took their anger to the extreme
so that they dug Turkish cemetery, took out the bones and burned them.
The Greeks looted everything in the city and many Turkish women and
children were enslaved and shared among the gang members as booty. In the
meantime, the families of the high rank administrators in the city were taken
hostage for ransom.* For reflecting the magnitude of the great atrocities that
took place in the city, it would be sufficient to hear the words of Theodoros
Kolokontoris, who was among the rebel leaders, that he recorded in his
memoirs: “A4 fter I entered into the city, my horse’s feet never touched the ground as
my horse was walking on the bodies up to the Governor’s office.” ¥

'The barbarian Greek gang members looted Tripolitsa for days and they took
away everything including window and door locks. For understanding the
extent of looting, it would be explanatory to state that Petros Movromihalis
of Manya was barely able to carry his share of the booty with 20 mules and
2 camels.” Kolokotronis was the biggest winner of the looting of Tripolitsa.
He even got the nickname of booty hunter.* The looting of the Turkish assets
in Tripolitsa, conflicts regarding sharing the booty, debates regarding the
Turkish women who were enslaved continued to become an agenda item in
the following periods in Greek politics.*
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Document 1: The letter coming from Anabolu and submitted by Yusuf
Agha regarding the fall of Tripolitsa and the massacre that took place in
the city in October 5, 1821 (Source: BOA, C. HR, 19/926).

We are going to provide information obtained from the writings of those
who witnessed the massacre and atrocities in Tripolitsa. However, initially
we need to look for the answer for the question of why we do not have plenty
of information in the Ottoman documents and sources of the time regarding
the massacres in the Morean Peninsula where the Turkish existence in the

of whom had to convert besides those who were especially enslaved in Tripolitsa and in the
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region was completely erased in Tripolitsa for the duration of the rebellion
where huge atrocities were experienced. The Ottoman historian of the time
Ahmed Liitfi Efendi provided the answer for this question clearly. While
discussing the incidents regarding the Morean Rebellion, Luth Efendi,
who became the state chronicler in 1866 and studied the developments
between 1825 and 1879, stated that Sultan Mahmud II (1808-1839) and the
statesmen of the period hid the news regarding the Muslims massacred in
the Morea for defusing the reactions that would come from the public and
preventing the acts of violence against the Greeks living with the Turks in
many regions of the empire, primarily in Istanbul. Liitfi Efendi wrote that
the state had known that at least 35 thousand Turks had been massacred in
the Morea in the early days of the rebellion. Liitfi Efendi, who considered
those matters, predicted that while recording the incidents regarding the
rebellion, mentioning the losses of the Greeks but never mentioning the
losses of the Muslims would harm the country and the state in the future
and the Greeks would be considered rightful, and thusly emphasized the
wrongness of this overlooking policy. Ahmed Liitfi Efendi emphasized
the significance of not being one sided but revealing all of the aspects of
the events, and stated that everybody knew that even if it was overlooked
while the incidents were taking place, for the duration of the rebellion in the
Morea, the Greeks terminated the Muslims, executed and burned people
until the fetuses in the wombs of the women, the rebels terminated many
women and children in this manner, they expunged those who survived,
and thusly in a short amount of time all of the Turks were devastated in
the Morea. Lutfi Efendi also stated that the massacres of Muslims in the
Morea by the Greeks without sparing women and children and subjection of
thousands of innocent Turks to various unimaginable tortures were behind
the violence that the Ottoman State displayed against the rebellious Greeks
in the following periods.*

Years after the Tripolitsa Massacre, Sultan Abdiilhamid II (1876-1909)
requested writing down the history of the atrocities performed by the Greeks
in the Morea against the Muslims and the Philiki Eteria organization (1887).
A person among the immigrants of the Morea, whose opinion was asked
for this purpose, prepared a report. The person who submitted his report
to the Ottoman State stated that it would not be sufficient to understand

43 Vak'anirvis Ahmed Litfi Efendi Tarihi, Vol. 1, pp. 38-39, Vak'aniivis Abhmed Litfi Efendi Taribi,
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this matter by writing down what had happened, it was also necessary to
investigate the reasons that prompted the Greeks to have this level of enmity
against the Ottoman State and the Muslim people and to commit atrocities.

Additionally, he also emphasized that the archive of the Philiki Eteria
organization in Greek needed to be examined to reveal the facts.*

Difterent numbers are mentioned in the sources regarding the number of
Turks massacred in the Morea and Tripolitsa. In some of the Greek and
European sources, the number of casualties were indicated very low and
the dimensions of the atrocities are trivialized. In fact, it is not possible to
have a final number regarding how many Turks had been massacred for the
duration of the rebellion in the archive documents regarding the Morean
Rebellion and the sources that discuss the matter. The reason is that the
Ottoman State did not have regular census information during the dates
when the rebellion had started. For the duration of the classical period, in
the censuses performed for the purpose of taxation and military service,
the Ottoman State only kept the records of men over a certain age. For
this reason, there is no possibility for making a comparison before and after
the Rebellion of 1821 in a final and correct manner. Despite this, there are
some trustworthy numbers regarding the number of the Turkish population
in the region. For instance, the Greek writer Emile Y. Kolondy stated that
the number of Turks in the Morea was 90.800 in the Morea when the
Rebellion of 1821 started. According to the author, there were 7.163 Turks
on the Euboea Island.* An Ottoman manuscript from the period provided
population information in the Morea through the number of households of
the towns. Accordingly, ten years before the rebellion, there were about 2.000
Turkish households in Tripolitsa.* In the book written by N. J. Svoronos,
which indicated the change of population of Greece between 1821 and
1838, the author determined that the population, which was 938.765 as of
1821, dropped to 752.077 as of 1838.* Undoubtedly, the largest share for
about the 200 thousand drop in the population of Greece must belong to
the Morean Turks.
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Priest Rufus Anderson who visited the Morea in 1829 shortly before the
independence of Greece, and performed some missionary activities there
and wrote down his observations, provided important information regarding
the population and what had happened in the region. According to the
information that the author claims that he had taken from trustworthy
Greek authorities, there were more than 80 thousand Turks in the Morea
before the rebellion and as of 1829, there were almost no Turks because they
were destroyed by the massacres and exiles. Priest Anderson mentioned many
piles of bones that belonged to the Turks that he encountered personally in
the region.*

While the massacres in the Morea and Tripolitsa were ignored in the
Ottoman lands, we also encounter the same situation in the Greek sources.
Although some Greek researchers characterize what happened in Tripolitsa
as a massacre, in general terms the atrocities are ignored. As the Tripolitsa
Massacre constitute the lyrics of the Greek national anthem, it is difficult
to understand this apathy. Indeed, the schoolbooks in Greece include very
short information about what happened in Tripolitsa. The Greek historians
widely believe that the number of Turks and Jews massacred in Tripolitsa
was exaggerated. However, there are also some Greek historians who regard
the incidents in the city as an atrocity. For instance, Yannis Kolatos indicated
that the Greeks committed a massacre following the siege of Tripolitsa.
Additionally, historian K. Yannis stated that the events that took place in
Tripolitsa were recorded as the darkest incident of the Morean Rebellion.
Historian Apostolos E. Vakalopulos recorded the atrocities in Tripolitsa by
the following words: “The rebels used all kinds of weapons including guns and
machetes on the elderly, women and even the tiny children without showing no
mercy. By using the same methods the slaves were subjecting their tyrants to the
same evil that they had been performing.” Despite accepting the atrocities,
Vakalopulos claimed that the massacres that the Turks committed for
centuries to intimidate the Greeks caused the feelings of hatred and revenge
and the hatred and revenge within the Greeks allowed them to perform such
atrocities, and thusly in a way, he placed the blame on the Turks.*

Historian Dimitris Stathakopulos who regarded the number of the massacred
people in Tripolitsa as 10 thousand produced a justification for the atrocities.
In his opinion, people left humanitarian feelings against a national threat
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and the war had no rules. Additionally, looting and booty, which were the
only source of income for the Greek soldiers, were not perceived as immoral
in the 19th century. Stathakopulos indicated that during many sieges in the
Morea, the Greeks asked the Turks to leave their weapons and surrender, and
far from surrendering, the Turks made the same call for the Greeks and in
the consequence all Turks were killed. The author stated that the rebels were
very cruel towards the Turks and collaborating Christians, and the reason
for that was the experiences that the Greeks had been encountering for the
last 400 years. According to Stathakopulos the reason for the violence that
the Greeks used against the Turkish women and children was that it was
the response given to the Turks for what they had done to their own women
and children. Stathakopulos indicated the reason for the massacre of all of
the Jews in the city during the siege of Tripolitsa as the attitudes of the
Jews in Istanbul against the Greeks and the Jews desecration of the body
of the executed Greek Patriarch of Istanbul. Spiridon Trikupis, one of the
prominent historians of Greece, narrated the incidents in the city as follows:

“The day of the conquest of the Morean capital was the day of
calamity, fire, looting and blood. All of the men, women and kids
died. Some of them were killed, some of them were thrown into the
flames engulfing the city, and some of them was stuck under the ruins
and roofs of burning houses. Revenge secking dominated the sound
of nature. On the roads and squares, one could hear the sounds of
stabbings, firings, roaring of the collapsing houses due to fire, screams
of anger and wailing. Everywhere was full of bodies and foot soldiers
and cavalry who were wandering around were walking over those who
died or who were about to die. It was as if the Greeks were trying to

get the revenge of the four hundred-years of injustice in one day.”

Historian Dimitris Lithoksu made the most striking observation about the
atrocities experienced in Tripolitsa. While writing about the incidents of
the period, Lithoksu openly stated that the word of Tripolitsa may be used

synonymously with genocide.>

'The quadrants written by Greek poet Dionisios Solomos where he included
the incidents that took place in Tripolitsa and that later became the national
anthem of Greece help us understand the atrocities and massacre that took
place in the city accompanied by the powerful words of literature. In the

so  Peker, ibid, pp. 198-199.
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poem, the poet immortalized the incidents that took place in Tripolitsa

massacre by the following quadrants:*
The walls of Tripolitsa
Stand ahead of you
Now it is the time to throw

The thunder of fear on it

We descend and
The glow of the war ignites
Weapons fire and shine

'They shine and the sword cuts

Why did the combat slow down suddenly?
Why is the blood less?
I see the enemy escape

And climb to the fortress

I hear the weak sound of the weapons
I hear the clank of the swords

I hear the sound of the wood and axes

I hear the gnashes

Oh, what a night it was!
Even the mind is horrified
But it was not sleep

It was just painful death

Look, how the desperate hands
Reap the lives
The cut hands, feet and heads
Fall down

Nobody pays attention
No, they are at the front in the massacre
Every time, oh enough

How much will the killings continue?

The blood runs like a stream
And it flows towards the valley
And the innocent grass drinks blood

Instead of the dew

We are able to learn all facts about the Tripolitsa Massacre which was not
sufficiently covered in the Turkish and Greek sources from the memoirs of
the persons who personally experienced the incidents and some scientific
Western studies addressing the period of rebellion. One of the most
important sources from which we may learn firsthand about the atrocities
that took place in Tripolitsa is the memoirs of Maurice Persat, French Cavalry
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Colonel who voluntarily went to the Morea, which was published in 1910.
The most important information provided by Persat who narrated the siege
of the city and the incidents that took place after the capture of the city by
the Greeks is that the number of the Turks and Jews massacred in Tripolitsa
was 40.000.%

In his memoirs, Persat wrote that he was in Tripolitsa during the siege
however, he left the city briefly and he came back 8 days after the fall of the
city and obtained information from the witnesses regarding the massacre.
Persat also verified that the Greeks committed massacres in Corinth,
Anabolu, Patras, Modorn, Koron and Navarino before Tripolitsa and the
people who wanted to save their lives sought refuge in Tripolitsa. Persat,
who provided information about the walls and defenses of the city, stated
that the people who resisted for months under very difficult conditions
accepted to surrender due to hunger and they experienced a great calamity
by trusting the tyrant Greek leaders. Persat, who provided information about
Kolokotronis whom he described as the leader of the Greek rampant gangs,
indicated that he was the one who decided on who died and who survived.

Persat, who narrated his observations after the fall of Tripolitsa, stated
that the city was partially destroyed and the streets were full of bodies of
persons of different ages and genders. Persat stated that he was unable to
stay in such a horrendous environment and thusly he took a tent given by
Colonel Gordon and camped far away. Persat listened the whole atrocities
experienced in the city from a loyal soldier of Gordon named John, who was
originally an Armenian. Persat, who narrated the spoils taken by the Greek
gang leaders who even massacred the children and women entering the city,
wrote that he saw about 200 or 300 cut heads of Turks from both genders in
the front yard of a house where the violent Laskarina Bouboulina, who was
among the female leaders of the rebels, settled, and he believed that most
likely she cut those heads. Persat also stated that the Greeks who became
rich by looting the city, started to return to their villages with all kinds of
spoils that they loaded on the horses and mules.*

'The memoirs of Theodoros Kolokotronis, who was among the important
figures of the Greek Rebellion and later the Greek politics includes important
details. The memoirs of Kolokotronis, who organized the Tripolitsa siege,
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were published in Greek in 1846. The memoirs were translated into English
in 1892 and published along with his biography. Kolokotronis, who was the
leader of the Klephts who committed many massacres during the rebellion,
stated his views regarding the situation before the beginning of the Morean
Rebellion, his military activities after the beginning of the rebellion, the wars
that he made with the Turks and the Turks that they massacred, internal
struggles among the rebellious gangs, the impact of the Europeans in the
region, the Greeks and the Greek warriors. Kolokotronis came to Tripolitsa
three days after the fall of the city. Kolokotronis, who entered the city on
his horse, narrated the incidents day by day that took place before the siege,
the escape of the Turks to Tripolitsa running away from the massacres in
the Morea, and the attacks made on the Turks on their way to Tripolitsa.
Kolokotronis stated that Tripolitsa was completely sieged as of the date of
August 15, 1821 and the city had no possibility to obtain assistance from
elsewhere.

After providing information regarding the condition of the soldiers that
they have around Tripolitsa and the weapons that they had, Kolokotronis
provided striking details regarding the massacre in the city. Kolokotronis
clearly wrote that it was reported that 32 thousand people had been killed
including women and children in the massacre that had taken place from
Friday until Sunday after the fall of the city on October 5,1821. Kolokotronis,
who stated that a Greek who took part in the massacre was boasting about
killing 100 Turks, verified that some people in the city were taken as slaves.
While he was talking about his entry into Tripolitsa on the third day of the
massacre, Kolokotronis used the following phrases: “I rode my horse up to the
Governor’s office so that the feet of my horse never touched the ground as my horse
was walking on the bodies.” Kolokotronis who stated that he had seen many
people hanged on a plane tree stated that he had learned that those people
were Turks.*

Another book that provides important information regarding the Tripolitsa
massacre is the book of Scottish Colonel Thamos Gordon who was the aide of
Dimitris Ypsilantis, the leader of the rebellion, and organized the European
volunteers in the Morea. In his two-volume book, published in 1832, where
he recorded his observations regarding the Greek Rebellion where he was

s Kolokotrones The Klepht and The Warrior: Sixty Years of Peril and Daring an Autobiography, ed.
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personally present and witnessed many atrocities provided information
regarding the atrocities experienced in Tripolitsa. Gordon verified the
process of sieging the city, the encountered conflicts, the attitude of Elmas
Bey, who was the commander of the Albanian troops, the massacring of
Turks and Jews after capturing the city and the lootings. Gordon narrated
that the Greek gangs who were acting like crazy out of hatred and anger
massacred everyone in the city regardless of their gender or age, the houses
and streets were full of blood, and the streets were blocked due to the piles
of bodies. Gordon also mentioned that the notables at the Governor’s office
were taken as hostages, and Kolokotronis and other leaders came to the city
on their horses after the massacre started and attempted to provide order to
no avail. Gordon, who stated that the Greek barbarians who had no limits
for their viciousness and displaying a superhuman effort to commit vices
were acting with the feeling of taking revenge from the Muslims, stated
that the flames arising from the burnt mansions and houses brightened the
skies during the night, the gangs sought new victims in all corners of the
city and looted each house. Gordon also stated that the Greek rebels had
an unimaginable fanatic hate against the Jews which could not be expressed
by words and killed all Jews by torturing them more than they had tortured
the Turks. Gordon especially emphasized that for the duration of three days,
horrendous incidents took place in Tripolitsa. The author also expressed that
Kolokotronis and Bey of Manya shared the spoils and the rebels took many

Turkish women as slaves and concubines.”

Another European volunteer was William Henry Humphreys who was in the
region and recorded his observations when the Morean Rebellion of 1821
started. Sture Linner published the letters that Humphreys sent from the
region in 1967. Humphreys, who was a Philhellenes activist and under the
protection of Colonel Thomas Gordon, provided important information in
his letters regarding the massacre that took place after the siege of Tripolitsa.
Humphreys stated that he was unable to attend the siege of Tripolitsa
although he was in the Morea at the date, however he penned down the
testimonies of those who entered the city and witnessed the incidents.
Humphreys wrote that after the siege of Tripolitsa which was surrounded
by high walls, no support came to the city for months and during this time
period the city was bombarded by the rebels. Humphreys stated that he
had learned that the population of the city was 20 thousand people, 10
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thousand of whom were women and children. However, Thomas Gordon
indicated the population of the city as 34 thousand. Humphreys also stated
that during the siege, 5 thousand people died and most of them died due
to starvation. Humphreys, who wrote down the skirmishes on the walls in
a detailed manner, explained the surrender agreement and the attitude of
the Albanian soldiers. He also stated that after the siege started, the Turks
allowed the Greeks of the city to leave.

Humphreys described the incidents that took place after the fall of the
city on October 5, 1821 as a massacre and he provided the following
information: Including women and children, 10 thousand Turks were killed;
the barbarians who entered the city raided all houses until late hours and
massacred everyone without discriminating age or gender; horrendous
moments including fires, bullets, sad screams and terror took place in the
city; screams arose in Tripolitsa until the morning; the rebellious gangs
burned down houses and innocent victims alive; the Greek rebels looted the
city so that even no lock remained on the windows and doors; Kolokotronis
took the highest amount of spoils.*

Humphreys wrote that about 2 thousand women and children sought refuge
at a camp outside of the city, and the barbarian Greek rebels who thought
that they were unable to commit sufficient amount of massacres in the city,
went to this camp and viciously shed blood. The rebels first thought about
undressing the victims and shooting them in a ditch however because they
were bloodthirsty, they did not want to lose time, encircled the victims, and
massacred the women, children and even the babies in their mothers’bosom.
Humphreys also wrote that during the massacre the Turkish children
maintained their composure until the time they died, were not afraid of the
killers and they were indignant.

Humphreys stated that some Europeans who witnessed the incidents in the
city and the local Greeks in the region reacted against the atrocities, however
the Greek gangs provided excuses by stating that it was the time for the Turks
to receive their punishment, and they were the best punishers for the Turks,
and they did not do anything further than that the Turks had done to the
Greeks. Humphreys who stated that the Greeks showed no remorse while
performing the atrocities and perceived the Turks as oppressors, expressed
that the Greeks demonized the Turks and created a justification for their
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64 Ali Fuat Oreng

anger, atrocity and cruelty. Humphreys, who experienced frustration against
what he saw, stated that Greeks had shown that they could be as barbarous
as Turks when they had the power, and the joy and happiness that they had
gotten from the horrendous tortures that they had applied to their victims
had proven that they could have been so wild and cruel when they had had
the chance. Humphreys wrote that the Greeks hated the Jews in the city
as much as they hated the Turks, the Jews shared the same cruel fate as the
Turks, the arms and legs of the Jews who were killed by torture were cut and
fires were lit below them so that they died slowly and painfully, they cut the
heads of Jewish women and placed dogs’heads on the bodies and they looted
the assets of the Jews.

Humphreys wrote that after the end of the massacre, there were many bodies
on the streets and under the demolished buildings; the Greek leaders decided
to clean up the city to eliminate the spreading stench and the risk of illness;
Ypsilantis assigned captured 300 Turks to clean up the city. Humphreys also
stated that those 300 Turkish captives held by Ypsilantis were about to die
due to lack of food. Lastly, Humphreys expressed that the rebel Greeks who
carried this barbarity and individual immorality to the highest level did not
deserve to be free and they dishonored the modern Greeks.*’

As mentioned above, Priest Rufus Anderson who came to the Morea in 1829
provided information regarding the Tripolitsa massacre. The author wrote
that the Tripolitsa massacre smeared the Morean Rebellion, which he based
on rightful reasons. Anderson verified that about half of the 4.500 houses in
Tripolitsa belonged to the Turks before the massacre; when the news about
the rebellion spread, the Turks and Jews around the Morea who did not
feel safe rushed into Tripolitsa, and thusly the city overflew with people.
Anderson who often emphasized that the Greeks lived as slaves under the
oppression of the Turks for four hundred years criticized the Europeans for
covering up the massacres that the angry Greek rebels acting with the slave
psychology had committed after capturing Tripolitsa.*®

Gary J. Bass, one of the professors of Princeton University in the US included
the Tripolitsa massacre in his book that he wrote regarding the Greek
Rebellion and reflected different perspectives. One of the most important
matters that Bass emphasized is the matter that the Europeans did not
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learn the massacre that took place in Tripolitsa from healthy sources at the
time. The author determined that the reason for this situation was that some
of the European volunteers who became partners in those great atrocities
and whose reputation would be ruined forever covered up the atrocities
by providing wrong information. The author pointed out Scottish Thomas
Gordon in this matter. According to Bass, Gordon remained silent for a long
time to protect the Philhellene Europeans from the shame of this massacre.
Prof. Bass also included the observations of the Philhellene British who
went to the Morea to support the rebellion. The British volunteers witnessed
that the Greeks surpassed the Turks in barbarity and cruelty, and they faced
with the fact that the Greeks were able to commit heavier atrocities while
they had to prove that they were moral and religious to support the Greek
cause. The European volunteers advised the Greeks to act in a humanitarian
manner towards the Turkish captives; however, the Greeks massacred the
Turks that they captured in Benefse, Navarino and Arcadia and sold them
as slaves.

Prof. Bass stated that the Philhellenes easily manipulated the events and
covered the facts because there was no trustworthy source about the atrocities
that the Greeks had committed. Bass pointed out that one of the biggest
Greek atrocities for the duration of the rebellion took place in Tripolitsa
in October of 1821. The author expressed that Gordon knew what had
happened in Tripolitsa, however Gordon did not write everything regarding
Tripolitsa in the report that he submitted to the British Government and
the reason for that was to protect the European Philhellenes. Bass also
stated that Gordon, who abhorred the Greek gangs and left the Morea,
wrote a book years later to compensate his silence and revealed some of the
facts. Bass also included the excuses regarding that the Greeks committed
those atrocities due to the Turkish oppression in his book. While conveying
his opinion about the Tripolitsa Massacre, the author indicated that no
oppression would justify such kind of atrocity. Lastly, Prof. Bass stated that
although the revolutions looked bright and wonderful when observed from
outside, the revolutions had dark sides when observed closely.*’

Salihi N. Sonyel, Turkish historian from Cyprus, who called attention to
the massacres in the Morea, conducted research regarding the Tripolitsa
massacre. The author especially emphasized Kolokotronis’ activities. Sonyel
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benefitted from the memoirs of those who were in the city during the
Tripolitsa massacre and of Colonel Thomas Gordon. Sonyel stated that the
European officers witnessed bone-chilling incidents and wrote down all
incidents with all of their cruelty. According to what Sonyel determined,
Thomas Gordon did not hide his frustration in his reports that he wrote to the
British Government. A young German doctor named Wilhelm Boldemann,
who could not endure the atrocities, committed suicide by drinking poison.®

Nicolae Jorga, Romanian Historian specialized on the Ottoman history,
narrated the capture of Tripolitsa by the Greeks on October 5, 1821, the
atrocities committed by them and their looting up to the rusty nails as
follows:

“The runaway Greeks killed everyone and burned every house for
three days much crueler than the wildest Anatolians. They spared the
lives of women and children only in cases where they could get some
ransom. One of their leaders estimated the number of deaths in and
around Tripolitsa around 32 thousand. This unbelievable number was
far beyond the number of Christians that Turks killed in the entire
Ottoman Empire. Only the Prince (Bey) of Manya loaded his share
of the spoils on 20 mules and 2 camels. The Greeks looted the city up
to the rusty nails and what was left was a smoking ruin.” !

In his book that he examined the massacres committed against the Turks,
American historian Justin McCarthy wrote that two months after the
beginning of the Rebellion of 1821, the Greeks massacred most of the Turks
in the Morea and even killed women and children without any mercy and
remorse. The author, pointed out that the Greeks were proud of what they
were doing, and stated that the old Greeks after the independence pointed
out the ruins to the tourists visiting the region and said “Here was the tower
of Ali Agha, killed him, his wives and servants here” and they continued to go
plowing their fields which they took from Ali Agha. McCarthy stated that
when the rebellion started, the Greek gangs started a general attack on the
Turks and in those attacks, the Greek gangs and villagers killed every Turk
that they found. Additionally, some of the Muslims surrendered by believing
in the promises of the rebels and the rebels did not keep their promises
and brutally killed those Turks. McCarthy indicated that termination of
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the Turks in Greece in the lootings and massacres in the Morea was not
an ordinary casualty of the war, and the Greek gangs took away the Turks,
including women and children, and massacred them, and the only exception
was enslavement of some women and children. The author stated that the
rebels sometimes immediately killed the Turks by the enthusiasm of the
rebellion and by the happiness of eliminating their former masters, however
most of the time the murders were premeditated and performed in cold
blood, and they gathered the Turkish people in the towns, forced them to
walk to another place and killed them there. In his book, McCarthy provided
the following striking information about the Tripolitsa Massacre:

“The poor Turkish townspeople were subjected to the lust and
brutality of the group of wilds for three days. No one was spared
regardless of his or her gender or age. The Greeks even tortured
women and children before killing them. The atrocities were so great,
the commander of the gangs, Kolokotronis, stated that the feet of his
horse never touched the ground when he entered the city starting
from the gate of the upper walls. The road where Kolokotronis was

proceeding and the victory was celebrated was covered with bodies.”

David Howarth, who wrote a book about the history of Greece, included
important information regarding the Morean Rebellion of 1821 and the
massacre that took place in Tripolitsa in his book. The author recorded the
bloodcurdling atrocities, massacres and looting as follows:

“In two days, no living creature was left in the city where tens of
thousands of Turks lived. Many of the Turks were killed by decapitation
and mutilation. Thousands of Greeks after this massacre returned to their
villages to hide the spoils that they obtained from looting and became
wealthy in their way. The value of the slaves dropped so much so that
nobody wanted to keep slaves anymore. An unbearable stench covered
everywhere because nobody buried the dead in Tripolitsa, the drinking
water was gone bad and a cholera outbreak started. A Greek may reject
the things that everyone knew, saw and believed and claim that nothing
actually happened. However, all of them know by experience that the
gangsters and pirates that are introduced as national heroes were actually
scabby, dirty and rapacious thieves. As Lord Byron said “The Greeks do
not have the ability to grasp reality. Every Greek has exaggerated thoughts
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about the Greeks.”Not every traveler, who is open-minded like me, may
be able to desist from having a sense of admiration for the Greeks.
Perhaps, this is the result of sensitivity. I felt indebted against the Greeks
due to their amiability, and I thought about the reason, which suddenly
made their ancestors monsters 150 years ago. The general explanation
is the hate towards the Turks created by living under the oppression of
Turks for hundreds of years. They took revenge because of that. During
the period of the Revolution of 1821, the number of foreigners living in
Greece was very few. Thus, the European countries did not know what
was going on in Greece. The reports sent by the romantic intellectuals
living in Athens to other countries were prepared by those intellectuals
who never took part in the war and they were written down in accordance

to the Greek ideals.”®

Another author who narrated the atrocities that took place in Tripolitsa with
all details and in an objective manner is British historian William St. Clair.
Clair benefitted from the documentation, which Thomas Gordon had among
his papers but did not use in his book while writing his book, published
in 1972, regarding the independence of Greece. Clair narrated in details
the development of the rebellion, the European support for the rebels, the
military potentials of both parties, prominent figures and more importantly
the massacres committed against the Turks in the Morea and Tripolitsa.
According to Clair, the Greeks, who were the neighbors of the Turks,
massacred more than 20 thousand Turks including women and children
during the first few weeks of the rebellion in the Morea. The author stated
that those who committed the massacres did not hesitate, showed no remorse,
never regretted, and willfully killed innocent people. Clair also stated that
the rebels killed or burned Turkish families alive who were not prepared for
the rebellion and living in dispersed farms and small communities without
any defense in their homes. Clair expressed that when the massacres became
widespread the Turks left their homes and started migrating to safe regions,
and Greek gangs attacked those defenseless migrants on the roads. Clair also
made a striking determination for the incidents that took place in the region:
“The massacres in the Morea only ended when there were no Turks to kill’.**
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Clair conveyed all aspects of the massacre that took place in Tripolitsa. The
author provided the information that when the rebellion started in Tripolitsa,
which was located in the middle of the Morean Peninsula and was the largest
city of southern Greece, there were about 35 thousand Turks and Albanians
in Tripolitsa. According to Clair, part of that population consisted of those
who sought refuge in the city later. Clair indicated that Tripolitsa had material
resources and weapons because it was the administrative center of the Morea;
the Greeks knew that some wealthy Turkish and Jewish families lived in
the city; and the most important purpose of the rebel leaders for capturing
Tripolitsa was to loot the wealth in the city. Especially, Ypsilanti, the leader
of the provisional Greek government, desperately needed the wealth to be
obtained from Tripolitsa, and the rebel leaders, primarily Kolokotronis,
hoped to share the spoils. Clair also provided information regarding the
Europeans taking part in the Tripolitsa siege. Clair conveyed that especially
the artillerymen were called to Tripolitsa among the Europeans who came to
the Morea to support the rebellion. Clair stated the atrocities experienced by
the capturing of the city after a long siege by the rebels on October 5, 1821:

“The Greeks entered the city on October 5. The city was given to
the gangs for two days. The gangs executed more than ten thousand
Turks. The European officers witnessing the events talked about the
atrocities. The gangs tortured those among the captives in the city
whom they thought hid their money. The gangs mutilated them and
slowly tortured them on fire. They cut open the bellies of pregnant
Turkish women, beheaded them and placed dogs’ heads in between
their legs. Until Kolokotronis entered into the city and intervened into
the incidents sounds of screams and laughter were mixed into each
other from Friday until Sunday. A Greek was bragging about killing
90 persons by himself. The gangs also systematically tortured members
of the Jewish community in the city. About 2.000 captives, mostly
women and children, were undressed and taken to a valley outside
of the city and they were killed there. The piles of bones were still
visible around even after some years. Even weeks after the massacres,
enthusiastic Greeks were shooting or cutting hunger stricken Turkish
children who were running helplessly between the ruins. The bodies
were left where they were killed. Soon after, an unbearable stench
spread in the city and scavenger birds swarmed into the city. Wild dogs
were wandering around the burning ruins and feeding on the rotting
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bodies. The water wells were poisoned due to the bodies thrown in
them. Soon after cholera outbreak started in the city. Thousands of
Greeks became rich due to looting. Some of them returned to their
villages with some Turkish women whom they took as slaves and
retired there. Everything in Tripolitsa was up for sale including bloody
piles of clothes, weapons, furniture and anything with value. The value
of the slaves dropped so much so that except the very young women,
all captives were killed. The rebel leaders (captains) shared the spoils
among themselves. However, Kolokotronis took the biggest share
from the spoils. Kolokotronis carried the spoils that he carefully spared
for himself, the jewelry, money and weapons in the residence of the
Turkish Governor by 52 horses. Kolokotronis became very rich and

sent his money to a bank in the Seven Islands”.®

Clair also included the reaction of the European volunteers witnessing the
atrocities against the rebels in his book. The author also stated that some
of the volunteers realized that the Greek rebels were not freedom fighters,
but looters; they found it hard to stomach the atrocities that they witnessed
despite the fact that they had taken part in many bloody battles in Europe;
and they had to sell their weapons, uniforms and medals to be able to return
to their countries. Clair also indicated that the only military experience of
some of those Europeans was to engage in a struggle with the Greeks for
the sake of humanitarian values to work for saving a few innocent Turks
from the general massacres and to try to protect hungry Turkish women and
children. Clair stated that the European volunteers were unable to assort with
the Greek rebels who were boasting about the atrocities and banditry that
they committed, and they understood that they would not be with those gang
members who did not bathe at all, bragged about the number of louses on
their bodies, and made randomly looting and killing their lifestyles.®

In the resources that we have covered so far, there is consensus regarding
that a great massacre and atrocities took place in Tripolitsa; the Greeks killed
tens of thousands of innocent people cruelly and looted the city completely;
sold the captives as slaves or kept them for ransom, and kept Turkish women
as concubines. The most controversial issue in the sources is the number of
casualties. In this matter, the most trustworthy sources are the testimonies of

65 Clair, ibid, pp. 44-45; Kursun, ibid, pp. 109-111.
66 Clair, ibid, pp. 46-48.
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those who personally witnessed the massacre. When the matter is considered
from this perspective, and as Maurice Persat, who witnessed the events, and
the Turkish researchers determined, there is no doubt that in Tripolitsa, the
Greeks brutally killed 40 thousand Turks and Jews.*

Painting 1: By Peter von Hess. Panagiotis Kefalas Raises the Flag of
Freedom on the Walls of Tripolitsa (In the background of the painting,
the ruins of the mosque and the bodies of the brutally killed Turks on the
ground are visible.) (Source: Peker, ibid, p. 197)

67 Persat, ibid, p. 82; Oreng, ibid, pp. 40-99; Kursun, ibid, pp. 105-113.
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Conclusion

The establishment of the independent Greek State was painful for the
Ottomans in many aspects. In the empire, a non-Muslim entity was rebelling
and gaining independence for the first time. Thusly, a new phase started in
disintegration of the Ottoman State by the intervention of the European
states. The Ottoman political leaders hid from the public the massacres
performed against the Turks in the Morea and Tripolitsa for the duration of
the rebellion. The reason was that there were many Greek citizens living in
the empire. It may be said that the idea of maintaining the internal harmony
of the empire caused them to remain silent against those great atrocities.
'Therefore, this first great massacre committed against Turks in the Balkans is
lost in history and forgotten.

Our Greek neighbors enthusiastically celebrated the 200th anniversary of
their independence from the Ottomans in 2021. It is clear that we have
encountered many problems with Greece in many areas since the date of its
establishment. However, the magnitude of those problems started to change
by Greece’s ascension to the European Union. It is seen that the Greek State
adopted an understanding through the phenomenon of Turkish hostility that
the Europeans have been keeping alive in their sub consciousness. Greece
has been maintaining the strategy of not resolving the crises that it has been
experiencing with Tirkiye, but making those crises a problem of Europe
and benefit from this situation. We may also say that the Greeks have been
successful in doing that.

Another development that has recently become striking is characterizing the
process of the Morean Rebellion of 1821 as a revolution in a manner that
would also include the European values. This matter may be debated for sure
depending upon from which side the issue is evaluated. However, the only
matter that may not be debated is the fact that the Turks and Jews in the
Morea and Tripolitsa were completely terminated. The marks of the four-
hundred-year Turkish civilization were violently erased. In fact, all of those
events took place right next to and before the eyes of the civilized Europe. The
date of 1821 may be remembered as a Greek revolution. However, it needs to
be known that this revolution emerged over the blood of the innocent Turks.
Besides, the Greek national anthem that was inspired by a poem glorifying
atrocities committed against the Turks accepts this fact in a way.

How would it be possible to explain the massacres committed by Greek gangs
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full of anger and hatred in Tripolitsa in October 5, 1821, and killing of 40
thousand innocent people through unimaginable torture, burning innocent
people alive, selling people as slaves, making Turkish women concubines,
looting the city up to bloody clothes and rusty nails by the concepts such
as disproportional violence, extremity, atrocity and massacre? Undoubtedly, the
only concept that would reflect and define what actually happened in the
Morea and Tripolitsa is genocide.

Lastly, knowing that it would be pointless to expect a self-criticism from
civilized Europe and Greece which is regarded as the source of this civilization
regarding the massacres committed in the Morea, we believe that it would be
useful for our country to take a step to remind the events to the upcoming
generations and eliminate the shame of forgetting. Primarily, the incidents
that took place in the Morea have to be included into the secondary school
curriculum so that they remain in the memory of the upcoming generations.
Additionally, for social awareness, building a Monument of Morean Turks in
one of the western Anatolian cities such as Izmir where the generations of
Morean immigrants live today or in Istanbul, and preparing special sections
of Morea and Tripolitsa in the cities having immigration museums would
help us pay our debt and fulfill our responsibility towards history.
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