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20. YUZYILIN BASINDA PONTUS RUM CUMHURIYETI
KURMA FiKRi NASIL DOGDU?

Nedim IPEK”

Devlet, bir toprak pargasi iizerinde bulunan toplumun olusturdugu siyasi
teskilatlanmadir. Tarihi siireg icerisinde bozkir, site, imparatorluk ve ulus devlet
olarak tanimlanan devletler kurulmustur. 16. yiizyildan itibaren ise ulus devlet
modeli yayginlasmistir. Ulus devletler burjuva, yapay ve milli devlet olmak
iizere baslica ii¢ bigimde teskil edilmistir. Batida burjuvazi 6nderliginde kurulan
ulus devletler Sanayi Inkilabr sonrasinda emperyalist bir karakter kazanmustir.
Bu devletler hizli sanayilesmenin neticesi olarak yasanan hammadde ve pazar
sorununu ¢6zmek amaciyla da yeni bir sark politikasi gelistirmiglerdir. Bu politika
cergevesinde Osmanli imparatorlugu dahilinde bulunan ve gayrimiislim niifusun
yogun olarak yasadigi Balkanlarda 1820- 1914 yillar1 arasinda ilk yapay ulus
devletler kurulmustur. Ayni1 politika I. Diinya Savasi ve sonrasinda Ortadogu ve
Anadolu’da da sahneye konmaya ¢alisilacaktir.

1820- 1914 yillar1 arasinda yasanan tecriibbeden anlasildigi kadariyla yapay
ulus devletler projelendirilirken her seyden 6nce devletin kurulacagi topraklarin
siirlart belirlenmistir. Buralara antik ¢aglarda kullanilan isimleri verilmis ve
bu bir sorun haline déniistiiriilmiistiir. Ote yandan kurucu toplumun cogunlugu
saglamasi icin ¢eteler kurularak tedhis/teror hareketi baslatilmig, diger unsurlar
goclriilmiis, direnenler ise katledilmistir. Son asamada da hami devlet bolgeye
midahale etmis ve siyasi teskilatlanma tamamlanmaistir.

Benzer projeler 1918 sonrasi Anadolu’da uygulamaya konulmustur. Sevr
Antlagsmasi’na gore Anadolu’da Ermenistan, Kiirdistan, Pontus adiyla devletlerin
kurulmasi projelendirilmistir. Pontus Devieti veya Cumhuriyeti bdyle bir projenin
uygulamaya konmasidir. Pontus projesi Yunanistan devlet adamlari, Patrikhane,
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Amasya ve Trabzon Metropolitleri gibi ¢esitli mahfiller tarafindan gelistirilmistir.
So6zde Pontus Devleti MO 3- MS 4. yiizyillar arasinda varlik gosteren Pontus
Kralligina atfen Sinop, Canik, Amasya, Karahisar, Trabzon, Glimiishane ve Rize
sancaklarini kapsayacaktir. S6z konusu bolgenin 1914 y1li verilerine gore toplam
niifusu 2,1 milyon kigidir. Bu niifusun yiizde 80’1 Tiirk, yilizde 15’1 Rum, yiizde
5’1 Ermeni, Katolik ve Protestan’dir. Bu bdlgede yiizde 15°lik niifusa istinaden
bir Rum devletinin kurulmasi planlanmistir. Planin hayata gecirilebilmesi i¢in
Rumlarm gogunlugu olusturmasi bir zorunluluktu. Bunun i¢in Harsit bolgesine
kadar olan saha Ruslar tarafindan isgal edilmistir. Isgal sahasindan daha batiya
yiizbinlerce Tiirk gd¢ etmistir. Isgal sonras1 Tiirk niifusu Oflular, Siirmeneliler,
Kafkasyalilar, Stavriyun seklinde ayristirilirken, gayrimiislimler tek unsur olarak
tanmimlanmaya ¢alisiimistir. Ote yandan Mondros Miitarekesi sonrasinda Pontus
devletini kurmak i¢in ayrica Rum ceteleri olusturulmustur. Bu ¢etelerin temel
gorevi tedhis yoluyla Tirkleri katletmek veya gdclirmektir. Gogmen dernekleri
ise Kafkasya ve Rusya’dan getirilen Rum kolonistleri bu sahaya yerlestirmistir.
Son agamada ise bdlgenin itilaf Devletleri’nin himayesindeki Yunan kuvvetleri
vasitastyla Izmir 6rneginde oldugu gibi isgal edilmesi planlanmustir.

KAYNAKLAR: Baslangictan Giiniimiize Pontus Sorunu, Serander
Yaymevi, Trabzon 2009; Hadiye Yilmaz, Arsiv Belgeleri Isiginda Pontus
Meselesi, ATAM, Ankara 2010; Karadeniz’de isyan, Miibadele ve
Propaganda, Yeditepe Yay. Istanbul 2019; Pontus Meselesi, Yay. Haz. Yilmaz
Kurt, TBMM Yayini, Ankara 1995.
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HOW WAS THE IDEA OF ESTABLISHING PONTIC GREEK
REPUBLIC BORN AT THE BEGINNING OF THE 20™
CENTURY?

The state is the political organization formed by the society on a piece of
land. In the historical process, states defined as steppe, city, empire and nation
state were established. Since the 16th century, the nation state model has become
widespread. Nation states were formed in three main forms: bourgeois, artificial
andnational states. Nation states established under the leadership ofthe bourgeoisie
in the West gained an imperialist character after the Industrial Revolution. These
states developed a new eastern policy in order to solve the raw material and
market problems experienced as a result of rapid industrialization. Within the
framework of this policy, the first artificial nation states were established between
1820 and 1914 in the Balkans, which was within the Ottoman Empire and where
the non-Muslim population lived densely. The same policy would be tried to be
implemented in the Middle East and Anatolia during and after World War 1.

As understood from the experience between 1820 and 1914, when artificial
nation states were being designed, first of all, the borders of the lands where
the state would be established were determined. These places were given names
used in ancient times and this turned into a problem. On the other hand, in order
for the founding society to gain the majority, gangs were formed and a terror
movement was initiated, other elements were displaced, and those who resisted
were massacred. In the last stage, the patron state intervened in the region and the
political organization was completed.

Similar projects were implemented in Anatolia after 1918. According
to the Treaty of Sevres, it was planned to establish states named Armenia,
Kurdistan and Pontus in Anatolia. The Pontic State, or the Republic of Pontus,
is the implementation of such a project. The Pontus project was developed by
Greek statesmen, and various organizations such as the Patriarchate, and the
Metropolitans of Amasya and Trabzon. The so-called Republic of Pontus would
cover the sanjaks of Sinop, Canik, Amasya, Karahisar, Trabzon, Giimiigshane
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and Rize, referring to the Kingdom of Pontus that existed between the 3rd-
4th centuries BCE. According to 1914 data, the total population of the region
in question was 2.1 million people. 80% of this population were Turkish, 15%
were Greek, and the remaining 5% were Armenian, Catholic and Protestant. It
was planned to establish a Greek state based on the 15% of the population in
this region. In order for the plan to be implemented, it was necessary for the
Greeks to form the majority. For this reason, the area up to the Harsit region was
occupied by the Russians. Hundreds of thousands of Turks migrated further west
from the occupation area. After the occupation, the Turkish population in the
region was described not as Turks but according to their hometowns, such as Oflu
(people from the town of Of), Siirmeneli (people from the town of Siirmene),
Caucasians and Stavriyun, while non-Muslims were defined as a unified element.
On the other hand, after the Armistice of Mudros, Greek gangs were formed to
establish a Pontic state. The main task of these gangs was to massacre Turks or
force them to migrate by terrorizing them. Immigrant associations settled Greek
colonists brought from the Caucasus and Russia in this area. In the final stage, it
was planned to occupy the region through the Greek forces under the protection
of the Allied Powers, as in the case of Izmir.

SOURCES: Baslangi¢tan Giiniimiize Pontus Sorunu, Serander Yayinevi,
Trabzon 2009; Hadiye Yilmaz, Arsiv Belgeleri Isiginda Pontus Meselesi,
ATAM, Ankara 2010; Karadeniz’de Isyan, Miibadele ve Propaganda,
Yeditepe Yay. istanbul 2019; Pontus Meselesi, Yay. Haz. Yilmaz Kurt, TBMM
Yayini, Ankara 1995.
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Karadenizli Rum bir aile

Kaynak: https://www.pontosworld.com/ erigim tarihi: 23/10/2022





