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s.v.; Zirikli, A'ldm, s.v.; Brockelmann, II, 140-1,
S II, 174-5. (Men. BEN CHENEB *)
IBN WA$IL, ABU CABD ALLAH DJAMAL AL-DIN

MUHAMMAD B. SALIM B. NASR ALLAH B. SALIM B.
WASIL, historian, T^a^l and man of letters, born
in IJamat on Sunday 2 Shawwal 604/20 April 1208.
He began his studies under his father, who was
successively kadi of Hamat and al-Macarra, and a
mudarris at the Nasiriyya in Jerusalem. During his
father's absence on the Pilgrimage in 624-6/1227-9,
Ibn Wasil deputized for him at the Nasiriyya. In the
next two years he continued his studies at Damascus
and Aleppo (where his teachers included the historian
Ibn Shaddad [q.v.]} In 629/1232 he attached himself
to al-Malik al-Nasir Dawud, the Ayyubid ruler of
Karak, where he studied under Shams al-Din al-Khu-
sraw-shahi. For two years from 631/1234 he was in
the service of the Ayyubid ruler of Hamat, al-Muzaf-
far II, upon whose orders he assisted the Egyptian
mathematician cAlam al-Din Kaysar (known as
Tacasif) in the construction of an observatory and
various astronomical instruments. He then returned
to Damascus, where he made the acquaintance of the
Kurdish amir Ilusam al-Din b. Abi cAli (later the
deputy in Egypt of the Ayyubid sultan al-Malik al-
Salih Nadjm al-Din), whose friendship was to be of
great profit to him during his years in Egypt.

In 641/1243-4, accompanied by his friend and
relative Ibn Abi '1-Dam [q.v.], he went on a delega-
tion to Baghdad, and thence made his way to Cairo.
There he procured access to the sultans al-Malik
al-Salih Nad]m al-Din, to whom he dedicated his al-
Ta^rikh al-Sdlihi (no. (i) below), and his successor
al-Malik al-Mucazzam Turan-shah, to whom he
dedicated his Nazm al-durar (no. (2) below) and a
work on astronomy. After performing the Pilgrimage
in the company of his friend Husam al-Din b. Abi
CAH in 649/1252, he returned to witness the assassina-
tion of Turan-shah, the fall of the Ayyubids, and the
establishment of the Mamluk dynasty.

In Ramadan 659/August 1261, Baybars sent him
on an embassy to the King of Sicily, Manfred, whom
he met in Barletta in southern Italy and to whom he
dedicated a treatise on logic, al-Risdla al-Anbruriyya.

In about 663/1264-5, Ibn Wasil returned to his
native Hamat, where he was appointed chief kadi but
devoted his time to writing, composing there his
Mukhtasar al-Aghdni and his Mufarridi al-kurub (no.
(3) below), begun in 671 and finished in 683 (1272-85).
Stricken with blindness in his last years, he died at
IJamat, at the age of 93, in 697/1298.

Ibn Wasil's three historical works are: (i) al-
Ta^rikh al-Sdlihi, a general history from the Prophet
to 637/1240 (MS: British Museum, 6657); (2) Nazm
al-durar fi 'l-fyawddith wa 'l-siyar (MS: Chester
Beatty 5264); (3) Mufarridi al-kurub fi akhbdr Bani
Ayyub: reaching to the year 661/1263, this is the
most valuable source for the history of the Ayyubids.
The full text, which can be reconstituted from the
four incomplete manuscripts, is in process of publica-
tion by Diamal al-Din al-Shayyal, the three volumes
published (Cairo 1954, 1957, 1961) reaching to the
death of al-cAdil I.

Bibliography: Djamal al-Din al-Shayyal,
Jamdl al-Dln Ibn Wasil and his book, Mufarrij al-
Kurub fi akhbar Bani Ayyub, unpubl. Ph. D.
thesis, Alexandria 1948; Ibn Wasil, Mufarridi al-
kurub, ed. Diamal al-Din al-Shayyal, i-iii, Cairo
1954-61; Brockelmann, 1,323,8!, 555; Bustani,
DM, iv, 131; C. Waddy, An introduction to
the chronicle called Mufarridj al-kurub . . ., unpubl.
Ph. D. thesis, London 1934; H. Hilmy M. Ahmad,

in B. Lewis and P. M. Holt (edd.), Historians,
94-5 and index; F. Gabrieli, ibid., 105; idem, Saggi
orientali, Caltanisetta 1960, 97-106.

(GAMAL EL-DIN EL-SHAYYAL)
IBN YAclSH, ABEN YACISH, family name of a

number of Jews originating from Spain and Portugal
who were active in medicine, scholarship, business
or diplomacy. The relationship (if any) of the various
bearers of this name is generally uncertain. The
most notable are:

1. SOLOMON BEN ABRAHAM IBN YACISH (Abu Rabic

Sulayman ibn Yacish), a physician and scholar of Se-
ville, where he died in Mufrarram 746/May 1345.
His works include an important detailed commentary
in Arabic on Ibn Sina's al-Kdnunfi 'l-jibb; an Arabic
super-commentary on Abraham ibn cEzra's commen-
tary on the Pentateuch; and a dictionary of difficult
words occurring in Arabic poetry. He may also be
identical with Solomon ben Abraham ibn Da5ud, who
translated into Hebrew two Arabic medical works:
Ibn Rushd's Kulliyydt fi'l-fibb (translation entitled
Mikhlol), and Ibn Sina's al-Urdiuza, with Ibn
Rushd's commentary.

Bibliography: M. Steinschneider, Die he-
brdischen Ubersetzungen des Mittelalters und die
Juden als Dolmetscher, Berlin 1893, repr. Graz
1956, 672-3, 686-7, 840; idem, Die arabische Litera-
tur der Juden, Frankfort 1902, 167; H. Frieden-
wald, The Jews in medicine, Baltimore 1944, 156,
634, 643; Jewish Encyclopaedia, xi, 210, 449, 458;
photograph of his tombstone, with commentary,
in F. Cantera and J. M. Millas, Las inscripciones
hebraicas de Espana, Madrid 1956, 175-80.
2. SALOMO(N) IBN YACISH (other spellings: Sallomo

Abenajaex [autograph], Abenaish, Abenjaish), alias
ALVARO MENDEZ (Mendes), ca. 1520-1603^ a merchant
and financier who was active in international and
Ottoman diplomacy. He was born at Tavira (Portu-
gal) into a Marrano ('new Christian', crypto-Jewish)
family, and made a fortune as a young man by farm-
ing the diamond mines in Narsinga (the later Madras
Presidency), returning to Portugal in about 1555.
King Joao III made him a Knight of the Order of
Santiago. He subsequently lived for various periods in
Madrid, Florence and Paris. In 1585 he came to
Salonica, where he openly returned to Judaism, and
then settled in Istanbul. He hated Spain passionately,
and European diplomatic documents show that he
actively and successfully fostered the development of
an Anglo-Turkish entente against Spain: he had
some influence at the courts of both Murad III and
Queen Elizabeth (whose physician Rodrigo Lopez
was his brother-in-law). He also enjoyed considerable
prestige in several other European courts, notably
that of France. His diplomatic efforts played a part
in nullifying Spanish attempts to secure Ottoman
neutrality in the war between England and Spain, and
in ensuring England's benevolent neutrality during
the successful Ottoman campaign in Hungary which
culminated in the victory at IJa6 OvasI (Kereztes)
in 1005/1596. As a reward the Sultan created him
Duke of Mitylene. The grant of Tiberias, originally
made to his kinsman Joseph Nasi (Joao Miquez,
d. 1579; see NASI) was renewed to him, and his own
son Jacob (Francisco) settled there. Salomo ibn
Yacish died in Istanbul in 1603.

Bibliography: L. Wolf, Jews in Elizabethan
England, in Transactions of the Jewish Hist. Soc.
of England, xi (1924-7), 1-91; A. Galante", Don Sa-
lomon Aben Yaeche, due de Mttelin, Istanbul 1936.
3. A noted family called Ibn Yacish, reputedly des-

cended from Yakya ibn Yacish, a 6th/i2th century
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physician in Portugal, produced physicians, rabbis
and merchants in the Ottoman Empire from the
ioth/i6th to the 2Oth centuries.

Bibliography: H. Friedenwald, The Jews in
medicine, Baltimore 1944, 691; S. A. Rosanes,
Divrei yemei Yisrael be-Togarma (ia, Tel-Aviv
1936, ii-iv (Qoroth ha-Yehudim be-Turkiyah),
Sofia 1936), ia, 70, 167-8, ii, 33, iii, 77, 104, iv,
6; A. Galante, Don Salomon . . ., 22; Jewish Enc.,
xii, 581-4; C. B. Friedberg, Bet eqed sefarim2,
Tel-Aviv 1951-6, i, B, 1013, iii, M, 3408.

(E. BIRNBAUM)
IBN YAClgH, MUWAFFAK AL-DfN ABU 'L-BAKA3

YACISH B. CAL! B. YACISH AL-HALABI, also known as
IBN AL-SANIC, Arab grammarian, born at Aleppo
on 3 Ramadan 553/28 September 1158, died there 25
Djumada I 643/18 October 1245. He studied gram-
mar (nahw) and tradition (liadiih) first in Aleppo,
then in 577/1181 in Mosul and finally under Abu
'1-Yumn al-Kindi in Damascus. Then he returned
to Aleppo, where he lectured on grammar and
literature until his death. Ibn Khallikan, who was
his pupil in 626-7/1229-30, gives a vivid picture
of him, and tells some anecdotes about his wit.
Other pupils of his were Yakut (i, 757, Irshdd, iii,
77 f.), Ibn Malik Djamal al-Din and al-Sharishi. Ibn
Yacish is best known for his extensive commentary
on Zamakhshari's al-Mufassal (published by G. Jahn,
Leipzig 1882-6, 2 vols.). He adheres strictly to the
doctrine of Sibawayh and the Basra school, but
discusses at length the differences between the
two schools. His style is verbose and sometimes
slovenly. For other works of his, see Brockelmann,
I, 397; S I, 521.

Bibliography: Ibn Khallikan, no. 843; Yafi%
Mir'dt al-d[indn, iv, 106; Suyuti, Bughya, 419;
G. Weil, in ZA, xix, 4; idem, in the introduction
to his edition of Ibn al-Anbari, K. al-Insdf (= Die
grammatischen Streitfragen der Basrer und Kufier,
Leiden 1913), passim. (J. W. FUCK)
IBN YALLAS, MUHAMMAD AL-HADJDJ C!LAL

£AL! B. MUHAMMAD YALLAS SHAWUSH, Sufi Shavkh
of the order of the Darkawa [q.v.]. Born in
1271/1855, he studied theology and law thoroughly
at Tlemcen, where he was initiated into tasawwuf by
Abmad b. Muhammad Dakkali. His other teachers
in Sufism were, successively, Muhammad al-Habri
(d. 1900) and Ibn al-Habib al-Buzidi (d. 1909 at
Mostaganem) with whom his fellow-pupil was Aljmad
al-cAlawi (or Ibn cAliwa [q.v.]), the founder of the
cAlawiyya tarilia. In 1911, he emigrated to Damascus
with his disciple Muhammad al-Hashimi [q.v.], who
was to succeed him as spiritual leader of the Darkawa-
eAlawiyya in Syria after his death at Damascus on
n Djumada II 1346/6 December 1927. He was the
author of a Diwdn (printed at Damascus, n.d.) in
which he celebrated the beauty of Layla, the beloved
Divine Presence; his poems are still sung in Damascus
during the sessions of dhikr of the fukard*.

Bibliography: see the articles referred to
above. (J--L MICHON)
IBN-I YAMlN, in full AMIR FAIOIR AL-DIN

MAHMUD B. AMIR YAMIN AL-DIN TUGHRA'I Mus-
TAWF! FARYUMADI, the most important Persian poet
of fyifas (literally "fragments", i.e., epigrams or
occasional verses), born in 685/1287 in Faryumad
(in the district of Bayhak, the modern Sabzavar),
where his father was a small landowner and at
the same tune a director of finance (mustawfi), in
the service of the governor of Khurasan, Khwadia
cAla° al-Din Muhammad. Both occupations, it seems,
had been hereditary in the family from ancient

times (according to some, having immigrated from
Transoxania to Faryumad). Ibn-i Yamin received
the usual education (chiefly in medicine and litera-
ture) in his native town, whose culture at that time
stood at a very high level. Under the influence of
his father, who was himself a poet and who loved
his son dearly, he began at an early age to write
verses. The son even entered into a poetical contest
with his father. On his father's death (724/1323-4)
Ibn-i Yamin's peaceful life came to an end, since
he now became court poet, financial official, and
after a time mustawfl to cAla5 al-Din, and was later
granted the title of amir. He disliked the bustle of
court life, and disagreement arose between him and
his master, who moreover fell from favour and was
replaced by Tari Tagha'i (727-9/1327-29),^ tyrant,
under whom Ibn-i Yamin lost the greater part of
his estate, and was finally forced to give up also the
remainder. After spending the years 738-42/1337-41
at the court of the Ilkhan Tagha Timur in Gurgan,
he joined in 742/1341 the radical wing of the Sarba-
dars [q.v.]. The encounter with the Kurts at Zava
(743/*342) resulted in a severe defeat for the Sarba-
dars; the poet was taken prisoner and lost the diwdn
containing all that he had written until then. The
conquerors took him to Herat, where he was well
treated, so that he was able to write his poetry in
peace. In 747/1346, he returned to Sabzavar, from
whence however he was soon temporarily driven out,
by a crisis of the Sarbadars, to Adharbaydjan and
Baghdad. From 749/1348 he lived almost without
interruption in Faryumad in the "service" of the
Sarbadars, and even received a pension from them.
He occupied himself with farming and the writing of
epigrams. He died at the same place at an advanced
age in 769/1368.

Like all the inhabitants of Sabzavar, he was a
Shici, though not without hesitations. He was one of
the earliest poets to write of the imams and the
tragedy of Karbala5.

The question of the authenticity of the kulliyydt
and diwdns which appear under the name of Ibn-i
Yamin has not been satisfactorily solved. When the
diwdn written in his early years was irretrievably lost
in 743/1342, the poet made great efforts to recon-
struct it. With the help of his own memory and
notes, and those of his friends, he succeeded in
producing a first redaction of the earlier collection
in 746/1346 and a second in 1356. Compared with
the edition of Sacid Nafisi with more than 5,000
couplets, the reliable MS 403 (Dorn) in the Saltlkov-
Shc"edrin Library (Leningrad) consists of about
16,120 couplets according to Mulladianavi Shahris-
tani (according to S. Imronov, however, only 13,387
couplets); the manuscript dates from the 9th/i5th
century and was copied from Ibn-i Yamin's texts.
There exist however several other manuscripts
which differ from this one and those related to it,
yet similarly bear the name of Ibn-i Yamin, but
which must belong to another poet, as has already
been recognized by CA. A. Dihkhuda. According to
the completely convincing arguments of S. Imronov,
this is the much later Shaykh al-shuyukh Ibn-i
Yamin Shiburghani (d. 1005/1596-7), a distinguished
Sufi of his day (cf. S. Nafisi, Tdrikh-i na?m wa nathr,
i, 587), whose diwdn is indeed entirely permeated by
mysticism.

Ibn-i Yamin's frasidas are certainly not of the
highest quality and are marred by mendicancy,
repetition and plagiarism. They are in praise of
65 rulers of minor importance, whose generosity
he praises in thinly-veiled appeals for money. On




