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A Defter Entry from 1489 about the Fortress and Town of

Travnik in Bosnia

Michael Ursinus’

Context

BOA TD 24 appears to be the first Survey Register to specifically mention the situation
in and around the fortress (kale) of Travnik during the first 25 years or so after the initial
Ottoman conquest of much of Bosnia in 1463. It is well established that the Hungarian
counter-attacks secured for the king the banate (banovina) of Jajce (with the towns of
Jajce, Banjaluka, Greben, Sokol, Jezero, Vinac, Vrbaski grad, Liva¢, Komotin, Bo¢ac and
Zveclaj along Vrbas river), and the banate of Srebrenik to the east of Doboj and
Gracanica, i.e. well east of Bosna river. The nahiye of Lagva (named after one of the
tributaries of Bosna river of the same name) and mentioned in Ottoman sources for the
first time in 1468/9, was situated between the rivers Vrbas and Bosna. Its original main
settlement is unknown; its centre only later became identified with Travnik. Equally
uncertain is the situation in and around the fortress of Travnik after the fall of Bosnia:
Hazim Sabanovi¢ assumes that Travnik, founded before 1463, lay waste between 1463
and 1477 (based, no doubt, in part on evidence like the icmal defteri dated 1468/9 in
Atatiirk Kitaplig1 O.76, fol. 169a: karye-i Travnik hdli), or was under the control of the
Bosnian puppet-kingdom established by the Ottomans (H. Sabanovi¢, Bosanski pasaluk,
p. 125). It is now known that the fortress of Travnik was initially handed over to the
Ottomans, probably already in 1463, by Pavao, son of Grgur, who (later) held the

stronghold of Hum near the village of Podhum south of Livno.
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The entry in BOA TD 24 refers to Ayas Beg (Pasa), the ‘first sancakbedi of Bosnia’,
as the Ottoman commander who ‘made prosperous’ (imaret etmek) the fortress of Trav-
nik and who also appointed voynuk Stjepan Brankovi¢ to the position of knez of Travnik,
a position that was to be confirmed on him by (Hass) Murad Pasa who held the post of
beglerbegi of Rumili until 1473 (H. Reindl, Mdnner um Bayezid, p. 162f.). Ayas (Ayaz) Beg
was sancakbegi of Bosnia between 1470 and 1475 and again during the early part of 1484.>
Given his appointment of Stjepan Brankovic¢ to the knezlik of Travnik being confirmed
by Hass Murad Pasa who drowned in 1473, it is probable that the reinforcement of
Travnik fortress by Ayas Beg also happened during the early part of his first term of
office, offering exemption from the avariz-i divaniye tax to anyone who was prepared to
settle there, be they Muslim or Christian. As the text of the defter entry makes abun-
dantly clear, years of conflict with the unbelievers (of nearby Jajce) caused the settlers
considerable losses, be that by being killed, taken prisoner or losing their possessions.
In order to avoid their dispersal which would cause great injury (to the state) it became
imperative to appease them (istimale etmek) by offering the settlers to be charged one
ducat from every (Muslim) household and two from any Christian family while alto-

gether exempting them from paying the harac, ispence and any avariz taxes.
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Transcription

(1)  Nefs-i Travnik (sic) hassa-i mirliva bundan evvel hazret-i hilafet-penah padisahimiz
haledet hilafettihii

(2) hazretleri Bosna’miii evvelki sancagibegi Ayas Beg mezbur kal‘e imaret itmesi
olindikda hiikm-i hiimaytn

(3) mucibiyle ilicak viriliib sart olinmis ki her kim ki miislimandan ve kefereden geliib
mezbur

Ciro Truhelka, “Tursko-slovjenski spomenici dubrovacke arhive”, in Glasnik zemaljskog muzeja u Bosni i
Hercegovini XXIII (Sarajevo, 1911), p. 341f; 344f.
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yirde mtitemekkin idecek olurlar ise ‘avariz-i divaniyeden mu ‘af ve miisellem olub
timar irene

‘ddet iizre ‘6srin ve resmin vireler diyti amma mezkur mevzi‘ bagiye muttasil
olmagin bir nice kere

urulub ba ‘z1 kirillub ve ba ‘Z1 esir olmis ve ba ‘zimifi malleri telef olmis ol sebebden

dagilub gitmelii olmislar amma tefettiis olhinub goriliib anlariii ol arada olinur
ma/lJlerinden

nef-i ‘amm ve dagilub gitmelerinden zarar-i tamam var ol cihetden baki
kalancalarina istimalet idtib

haneden haneye birer filtiri ve keferesinden haneden haneye ikiser filtri vaz ‘ olinub

hardc ve ispenge ve sayir ‘avarizatdan mu ‘af ve mtisellem olub civari sinirinda eger
kilarindan

‘ddet tizre ‘Osrin vireler ve zikr olan filurt harman vaktinde vireler ve ol
yirleri geregi gibi ihtiyat evin bekliyeler bu miicibince sart olinub deftere sebt olindi

simdikihalde dahi 6yle kayd olind

Hisse-i Istipan veled-i Brankovik [Stjepan Brankovi¢] nam kdafir ki voynuk evi
padisahimiz yolinda zaferlik (sic)

idiib diismandan haber getiirdiigi sebebden Ayds Beg voynuklukdan ¢agirub
Travnik’in knezligin viriib merhum Murad Pasa daht mukarrer tutub eline mektub
virmis ve voynukluklari iizere bundan sonira dah tapuyla bastinalar zamm eylemis
bunlardur kim zikr olinur evvelden elinde olan Lesicaca’nuri asa[gi]st ve yukarusi
ve Mabatik Sercune [?] nam ¢ayir ve sofira zamm olan Travnik’'da Radivoy veled-i

Privik [Radivoj Privi¢/Pribi¢ ?] ve karindasit Vuk bastinalariyla Radovac Doglovik
[Radovac Doglavi¢ ?] evi havlisi ve bostanhgi

yirler virilmis tasarruf ider simdikihalde sultanu’l-islam ve’l-miislimin padisahimuz
‘ezze makarriihti



62 | Keshif: E-Journal for Ottoman-Turkish Micro Editions, Winter 2023, vol. 1/1.

(9) hazretlerine dah ‘arz olinub hiikm-i hiimayun sadaka olinmus simdikihalde daht ki

ve emr-i ‘alem-

(10) muta lizere ber-karar-1 sabik zikr olan yirler taht-1 tasarrufinda olub idegeldtigi

(1) hidmeti eda eyliye diyti deftere sebt olindi
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Michael Ursinus, A Defter Entry about Travnik in Bosnia

.
00."b"| :'b. * ! * ,' ; "'.‘,

w,» ,dJ:l[“wlf}"J,Jf/u’“/ng"(ﬂ”//J up
J/fuﬂu:a,//,WZ/ﬁ f‘/_j)‘:’.b/ 0_,)}30 B“é“’/
| o':gg):’)dwwb g o1yl U/):/é 224
/I{J‘ ’/W»’LH///»U)-’)W JJ/‘,J JJI«JL

6y 'u-‘”u;uﬂw‘;bfw s o) G i)

{/HUIJI J}J’J”/J"IU/J/)J,&VJL{M’W_"‘&y

,JJO"&;’éU’ vl UA?J!'JU(FJ.A’U ~) h(”{‘-‘ll"r“t"'
uﬂ;lg/:wﬂ,vf’/ by ~ bu/w{f oA / $edse
w:ﬂiw/wlrd:'ﬁbw u,ku.rw 4—’ g W
J:I:J-sz, /w;buv:l/n/ S H.J/luh
";’J”o"-ﬁ’ ﬂ”"”’é"!’)‘)du:’.}wlu///u)/

—fﬂ:lM}’@aL\;{M

v ;Jiud;b)"’/[u’ (1 oﬂ" v’i/// vwwud

g,f",,”o/).,f‘foh‘;);(ffvy_i’/(’f{ ij

&,J'f)#{&jlbd’-ﬁu/r’ 251 .ng)‘.’fu-’/)

u’”")’»'o""/wvv" w vﬂ;bﬂﬂ/» ,;.u
JtduJ)-,uf"/; UUy' /’/UJ'" L’.P! LL-)

Detail from BOA TD 24 (1489), p. 74
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